
 

 

A  W I D O W  I N D E E D  

J. T. Smith, Wauchula, Florida 

Throughout the years, there has been a grave 
mis-understanding about the widow indeed and what 
constitutes a widow indeed. Many have thought that 
there was only ONE widow considered in I  Tim. 
5:3-16. T his idea is erroneous. T here are, in fact, 
five different classes of widows mentioned in I  Tim-
othy 5. 

T her e are also thr ee dif fer ent duties set forth 
with regard to the widows. They are: (1) The re-
sponsibility of the individual with regard to his 
own widows. (2) Those to be helped by the church. 
(3) Those to be taken into the number by the church. 
Much of the confusion is due to a mis-understanding 
about those who may be helped ( relieved) by the 
church, and those taken into the number by the 
church. These represent two different subjects al-
together. Thus we shall endeavor to distinguish be-
tween them in this article. 

1. T he f i rst of these widows is the "widow in-  
deed." T his widow mentioned in verses 3,5,16, is 
one who according to verse 5, is desolate. The word 
memonomene in the Greek that is here translated 
desolate in the King James version means: "to leave 
alone, to forsake or without children" (Mr. Henry 
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon, Page 418, Column 
2). Thus the "widow indeed" is one without children 
who is destitute and without any support what-  
soever.  I f  she  is a faithful  Chr istian —  one who 
trusts in God and continues in supplications   (pe-  
titions) and prayers —  seems to be the concluding 
statement that would qualify her  as a "widow in-  
deed." This woman could conceivably be an old or 
young woman without any living children or par -  
ents; and if she is a faithful Chr istian she may be 
relieved by the church ( I  T im. 5:16b). T his widow, 
however, is a different widow from the widow that 
is to be  taken into  the  number  as we shall show 
when we come to her . 

2. The second widow mentioned is not "a widow 
indeed," but is one who has relatives. Instructions 
are given to the relatives with regard to their show- 
ing piety at home, verses 4,8, and thus points out 
the first consideration that we mentioned in para-  
graph two of this article. T hose who have widows 
of their own family are responsible for  them, and 
are given a severe rebuke and a ver y vivid expla-  
nation as to how God sees them if they will not 

provide for their own. 
3. Now since the church has been charged with 

the "widow indeed,"  ( I  T im. 5:16b)   a contrast is 
given in verse 6 by discussing the widow who "lives 
in pleasure." Paul does not charge the church with 
"relieving" her, but says she is dead  (spir itually)  
while she is living her life, fulfilling her desire for 
pleasure, instead of following God and His ways. 

4. Those to be taken into the number. We may not 
under stand all there is to know about this, but the 
next  six  verses   (9-14)   deal  with  something  en-  
tirely different from simple "relief." We are going 
to try just her e to determine what is meant by 
"taken into the number." 

It  would seem that the widow to "be taken into 
the number" is NOT a "widow indeed." In fact, the 
things that were being performed by her —  brought 
up children, lodging strangers, reported of for good 
works, relieving the afflicted —  would suggest to 
this wr iter that she was a woman of considerable 
means. Not only this, but you will recall that the 
"widow indeed" did N O T  have children, and this 
woman does. Hence, from the age limit-60-  and 
having all these qualificat ions, it would seem that 
this was something unusual or different that the 
apostle was giving instructions about— but definitely 
not a "widow indeed." 

The Greek word katalegestho, translated here 
"taken into the number," car r ies with it the idea: 
"to sit down on a list, register, or enroll." (Thayer's 
Greek-E nglish Lexicon, page 333, column 1). 
Thus, it was not simply a matter of "relief," for the 
text actually says nothing about "relief" for this 
widow; and, as we have already suggested, this 
widow that was to be "taken into the number" 
may well not have needed relief. 

We are not sure just what this enrollment in-
volved, but it is suggested by most scholar s that 
this woman, because of her qualifications, was "en-
rolled" by the church to do that which Paul in-
structed the older women to do for the younger in 
Tit. 2:3-5. No one, of course, can say for sure. But 
by now, it is obvious that this widow to "be taken 
into the number" is N O T  the things that would 
qualify a woman to be a "widow indeed." 

5. Now fifth and last, is the young widow that 
is to be refused. Is she to be refused "relief?" Cer -  
tainly not! I f  you will study the context carefully, 
you   will   notice   that   Paul   is   talking  about   the 
younger widows being "taken into the number" or  
"enrolled," and discourages this and gives his rea-  
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sons for discouraging it. 
We hope this will help to clear up the mis-under-

standing that many have had about these passages 
and those that are involved. 
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P R O V I N G   W H A T  I S  A C C E P T A B L E  

"Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye there-
fore "partakers with them. For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
childr en of light: ( for  the fruit of the Spirit is in 
all goodness and r ighteousness and truth;) proving 
what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fel-
lowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak 
of those things which are done of them in secret. 
But all things that are reproved are made manifest 
by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest 
is light" (Eph. 5:6-13). 

Some people do not know a scr iptural argument 
in proof of a proposition when they hear one. T hey 
do not know the difference between proof and an "off-
the- issue" emotional appeal. Error grows best in the 
emotional appeals to prejudiced minds. When one 
wants to believe a proposition, it is not necessary for 
him to have proof; he finds ways of approving his 
position in the clouds and mists of confusion that 
result from emotional assertions. Paul said the de-
ceiver uses "good words and fair speeches" to br ing 
about "divisions and offences contrary to the doc-
trine" (Rom. 16:17,18). If the heart wants to believe 
a certain thing it is all the more convincing. 

The Baptists want to believe in the doctr ine of 
salvation by faith only. It is not necessar y to find 
a passage that teaches this; all that is needed is to 
pervert a series of statements from the word of God 
and make them sound like "salvation by faith only." 
The Methodists want to believe in sprinkling instead 
of baptism. A suggestion or two from some unre-
lated passage is sufficient "proof" for this practice. 
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The Catholics want to believe in the authority of tra-
dition, even above the word of God, and a perversion 
of some passage is enough to "completely prove" 
this. The Christian Church wants to believe in in-
strumental music in the worship. A misapplication of 
a few passages in the New Testament coupled with 
practices under the law of Moses "proves" it. 

We say these people do not have Bible author ity 
for these practices, but they contend that they have 
"proved" them from the Bible. The reason why they 
make such a claim is that they do not realize a scrip-
tural argument when they hear it. Their prejudiced 
minds and the "good words and fair speeches" of  
their promoters make for  easy convincing. 

A segment of the church today has developed the 
same attitude toward the authority of God as these 
"other denominations." Upon the emotional appeal 
to matters that do not touch the question they are 
made to believe (because they want to)  that the 
human benevolent institutions are actually divine; 
that the churches should "cooperate" in supplying 
the funds for them to operate; that the chur ch 
can do anything with its resources that the elders 
decide to do. Never mind about scriptural proof; 
they use the same perversions and vain assertions 
the "other denominations" use. 

In addition to this some of the self-styled cham-
pions of the liberal cause completely misinterpret 
the fact that preachers will not engage them in de-
bate. They appear as the roaring giant of the Philis-
tines, charging right and left. T he fact is that their  
deceit, lack of respect for the word of God, and total 
disregard for personal integr ity are the reasons. 
When one will not debate the issue, it is a waste of 
time and effort to even try. "E phraim is joined to 
idols; let him alone" (Hos. 4:17). "E ver y plant, 
which my heavenly Father  hath not planted, shall 
be rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders 
of the blind . . ." (Matt. 15:13,14). 

We stand ready to "give an answer to every man" 
for our faith, and we shall do so by the authority of 
the Lord. We shall speak boldly "disputing and per-
suading the things concerning the kingdom of God" 
(Acts 19:8), with any man of integr ity and respect 
for God's word. But we do not purpose to provide 
an audience for these to slander and vilify who have 
no respect for God's word. 

preaching sphere. He asserts that his sphere extends 
even unto Corinth. Thayer remarks that kanon refers 
to "a definitely bounded or fixed space within the 
limit of which one's power or influence is confined; 
the province assigned one; one's sphere of activity." 
Lexicon, p. 324. He cites I I  Cor. 10:13 as an illustra-
tion of this meaning. 

One wonders whether kanon in II Cor. 10:13 
means "that which has been measured," or  "that by 
which something is measured." T he phrase under  
study is to metron tou kanonos, "the measure of the 
rule." Undoubtedly,-Paul is speaking of his province 
or sphere of activity. But what is his province? Is 
it the metron? Or, is it the kanonos? Is Paul saying, 
"the measure which is the rule"? Or, is he saying, 
"the measure made by the rule" ? It is my conviction 
that the use of kanon in II Cor. 10:13 is a clear al-
lusion to the practice of surveying plots of land with 
a "rule" of some sort. I believe, then, that Paul's 
"plot" or "province" (metron) was his preaching 
sphere; the kanon that determined it was God's will. 
I  believe, then, that kanon in I I  Cor. 10:13 is seen in 
its  active metaphor ical meaning,  "that by which 
something is measured." 

We clearly have the passive metaphorical mean-
ing of kanon  in I I  Cor. 10:15. Here, again, Paul 
speaks of his preaching province or sphere, but in 
this place he uses kanon in the sense, "that which 
has been measured." He is saying, "my province 
that has been measured by God's rule (kanon)." This 
same passive metaphor ical use of kanon occurs in 
I I  Cor. 10:16. 

In Gal. 6:16 kanon is clearly used to mean, figura-
tively, a rule or norm by which human actions are to 
be judged. 

An examination of the use of kanon in the New 
Testament reveals that the term is used only in the 
figurative sense (active and passive). It is to be 
especially noticed that many of the uses of kanon 
in classical Greek do not occur in later writings; that 
is," in the LXX and in Hellenistic literature. Still 
fewer of the classical meanings occur in the New 
Testament. On the other hand, in the post-apostolic 
period kanon takes on meanings that are completely 
unknown in earlier Greek literature. These later  ad-
vances in the meaning of kanon shall be studied in 
the last article of this ser ies. 

 

 

K A N O N ,  " R U L E , "  N O .  4  
Kanon in the New Testament  

In the best Greek Testament the noun kanon oc-
curs only four times. The noun occurs in the follow-
ing passages: II Cor. 10:13, 15, 16; Gal. 6:16. We 
may with profit examine the use of kanon in these 
places. 

In II Cor. 10:13 the general meaning of Paul is 
clear: he is speaking of the limits or bounds of his 
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Too many people today believe that if the church 
is ever  r ight and is the true church of Chr ist any 
thing it does is r ight. They answer any who ask for 
chapter  and verse for the things they do by simply 
saying this is the church of Chr ist. This reminds me 
of an incident many years ago when a good sister  
served a meal with tea without ice for dinner. When 
the song leader who was eating with us asked where 
the ice was for the ice tea she looked up and said, 
"Why this is ice tea." It was ice tea to her with or 
without ice for  she thought that was its name. The 
idea that if the church was r ight, it is r ight is a 
dangerous doctr ine. 

The Jews made this argument many times in the 
ministry of John the Baptist and Chr ist. They were 
the chosen of God and would always be His chosen 
people regardless of their action. John told them in 
Matthew 3:9 that before God would save them with-
out repentance He would raise up of stones children 
to Abraham. Paul war ned the churches of Galatia 
of the danger of losing their  identity and called them 
"foolish Galatians," in the third chapter and the first 
verse. The church at Ephesus was instructed to re-
turn to first love and repent of their  lack of it or  have 
their  candle stick removed from its place (Rev. 2:5). 
The church at Smyrna was teaching false doctrine 
and the Lord told John to tell them to repent or He 
would come and "fight against them with the sword 
of His mouth" (Rev. 2:16). This just means that the 
minute a congregation begins to preach or practice 
anything for which they can find no author ity they 
are in great danger. And not only is this true, but if  
they refuse to repent of this error in due time, after 
they have been given place to repent they will cease 
to be the church of the New Testament. The great 
Roman church today is an apostasy from the one and 
only true church of Chr ist. Read I I  Thes. 2, and this 
is foretold. 

Others believe that the elders in the church are 
lawmakers: that they have a r ight to decide for the 
church without Bible authority. This also is false 
doctrine. Just as the word of God charts the course 
for a Chr istian it also demands book, chapter  and 
verse from the elders. T hese men simply car ry out 
the instruction of the head of the church, Jesus 
Christ. Before they can spend one dime of the Lord's 
money they have to have the author ity. For a thing 
to be expedient it must first be lawful. T his is too 
clear to miss in I  Cor inthians 10:23. For a thing to 
be lawful it must be within the law. In this case for 
it to be lawful for the church it would have to be in 
the doctr ine of Chr ist. T his is exactly the teaching 
of II John 9: If the Lord had authorized human insti-
tutions to do the work of the church then it would be 
a matter of expediency as to which one would be sup-
ported, but this is not the case. There is not one verse 
of scr ipture in all of the New Testament that gives 
the elders power to give to any of them for they are 

completely without Bible authority. Therefore, they 
are not lawful and could not be expedient. 

Simply because there is a congregation, or for  
that matter a section of the country, where these 
things are practiced without opposition is no proof 
that they are r ight. They are opposed by the God of 
heaven for  going beyond His will if they never hear 
one word of opposition from any man. L iberal breth-
ren quote Romans 16:17 to prove that when these di-
gressions are pointed out the one who does so is di-
viding the church. They seem to forget completely 
the last half of the verse, "contrary to the doctr ine 
which ye have learned." This puts the matter in an 
altogether different light. The one or ones who teach 
or practice that which is not a part of the apostles 
doctr ine (see Acts 2:42) are the ones who are re-
sponsible for the division. It is always the one who 
goes beyond what is wr itten that makes us differ , 
I marvel. 

 
(Through an oversight all of brother Adam's 

article did not appear in the last issue of this 
paper. The importance of this subject and the 
relation of the omitted mater ial to the article 
requires us to re-publish the whole article as it 
should have appeared —  Editor). 

M IRACULOUS DIVINE HEALING (No.  1)  

Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Florida  
It is confidently believed by those who accept the 

Bible as the infallible word of God, that the miracles 
recorded in it ver ily happened just as they were re-
ported by inspired witnesses. We accept without 
question Moses' account of creation, the virgin birth 
of Jesus, the miracles he wrought, his resurrection 
from the dead and the reported miracles of the apos-
tles and those in the New Testament era endowed 
with spir itual gifts. All who believe the Bible to be 
verbally inspired do not agree as to the purpose and 
duration of miraculous powers. Some, failing to un-
derstand the design of miraculous demonstrations, 
insist that they continue until the present day. Such 
insistence is responsible for the host of so-called 
healer s who travel throughout the land and the 
world, advertising salvation for the soul and healing 
for the body. The more notable of these "miracle 
workers" are to be found among those within the 
"Holiness" movement, though for years the Catholics 
have published their  reports of miraculous healing, 
as have the Mormons, Chr istian Scientists and oth-
ers. Within recent years, an effort has been made 
within the "Holiness" movement to impress the pub-
lic with the fact that these demonstrations are ac-
claimed by the r ich and mighty as well as the poor 
and lowly. To that end, a number of them have 
formed an association which publishes a magazine 
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reporting on great businessmen and clergymen in 
various denominations who believe in miraculous di-
vine healing, and showing pictures of great banquets 
held in the ballrooms of some of the greatest hotels 
in the largest cities of our country. T his is an ob-
vious attempt to elevate the attitude of the public 
toward such and to remove something of the stigma 
which people in yesteryear attached to such displays. 
It is the purpose of this ser ies of articles to examine 
what the Bible teaches about miracles in general, 
healing in particular, and the nature, purpose and 
duration of miraculous powers. We shall then devote 
some space to the arguments generally made by the 
proponents of modern day miraculous healing, to 
their  claims and to exposing them for what they are. 
WHAT IS A MIRACLE ? People of our time are 
quite free with the use of the word "miracle." Any 
unusual happening is glibly labeled a miracle. Things 
which are purely coincidence are called miracles. The 
fact that an explanation is not readily perceivable in 
some phenomenon does not mean that there is no 
natural explanation of it. T he fact that the provi-
dence of God may intervene in some circumstance, 
does not necessarily argue that God intervened by 
miraculous demonstration. God works through nat-
ural channels even in heeding the prayers of the 
saints for the sick. When a person, near death, and 
who has been the object of the fervent prayers of the 
r ighteous, begins to rally, the medicines begin to take 
effect where they had not before, and the body grad-
ually recovers its strength, it may be said that the 
providence of God intervened, but he did not do so 
miraculously, for if he had, there would have been an 
instant recover ing separate from anything wrought 
by the medicines and treatment being employed. A 
miracle is a demonstration of supernatural interven-
tion either directly upon an object or person, or 
through some person or  agent, in which no natural 
force is responsible for the effect produced. In Heb-
2:3-4 we have some information on miracles we 
would do well to heed. "How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard him; God also bear ing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, accord-
ing to his own will?" T his passage sets forth the 
design of miracles. They were signs, divine testi-
monies in behalf of truth. Next, the nature of them 
is presented. They were wonders, supernatural acts 
calculated to excite wonder and amazement from 
those who witnessed them. T he or igin of them is 
then set forth in that they were called miracles (a 
form of the word dunamis), meaning the exercise of 
super natural power. This is the word used of 
Stephen in Acts 6:8. "And Stephen, full of faith and 
power, did great wonders and miracles among the 
people." Paul said "He therefore that ministereth to 
you the Spir it, and worketh miracles among you, 
doeth he it by the works of the law, or  by the hear-
ing of faith?" (Gal. 3:5). The same general classif i-
cation of supernatural events is given in I I  Cor. 
12:12. "Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and 
mighty deeds." T he expression "gifts of the Holy 
Ghost" in Heb. 2:4 denotes the miraculous gifts im-
parted to some in the early church and descr ibes the 
sour ce of them. T hey wer e of the Holy Spir it. A 

miracle then, either transcends natural law or sus-
pends it in order to achieve an effect desired by the 
Lord. The term should not be used lightly. Note the 
difference between divine healing and miraculous di-
vine healing. By laws of nature set in motion by 
God himself, certain things are brought to pass and 
thus are divine. But miraculous divine healing is 
that which is accomplished by divine power without 
any natural law having any part.  

It is to be noted in studying the Bible that all 
three great Bible dispensations were ushered in by 
miracle and then proceeded according to law. The Pa-
tr iarchal age began in miracle with the creation of 
the world and the things therein. T he planets were 
made by miracle but function now according to cer-
tain laws of nature which God himself set in motion. 
Adam was made of the dust of the ground and Eve 
from a r ib taken from his side, but thereafter  a nat-
ural law of procreation was operative. After the cre-
ation account, there were six miracles recorded in 
the first 2500 years. The Mosaic age also began in 
miracle and then continued according to law. God 
called Moses from the burning bush, sent him to 
Egypt with a rod which could be turned into a ser-
pent as a sign, visited ten plagues on the Egyptians, 
led Israel miraculously through the Red Sea, gave 
them water from the rock and manna from heaven 
in the wilderness, and gave the law under fearful 
circumstances as the mount smoked and quaked, the 
voice of God thundered to Moses and his own power 
engraved the ten commandments on tablets of stone. 
These were all mighty works. These miracles did not 
need to be repeated in ever y century of the history 
of Israel, for God made provision for them to remem-
ber them and instructed them to teach their  chil-
dren what mighty works God had wrought during 
that time. Things then proceeded according to law. 
T here is a scarcity of miracles throughout the rest 
of the Old Testament. Even so, the Gospel era was 
ushered in by miraculous demonstrations. Some mir -
acles were performed only once, such as the virgin 
birth of Jesus, the transfiguration and his resur rec-
tion. T he miracles of the New T estament were of 
five classes: (1) Power over nature, as in the still-
ing of the tempest; (2) power over disease, as in the 
healing of the blind and lame; (3) power over de-
mons ; (4) power over material things, as in the feed-
ing of the 5,000; and (5) power over death, as in the 
raising of Lazarus and Dorcas. In each category the 
power exerted was supernatural and either trans-
cended or  suspended natural law as a sign of divine 
author ity provoking wonder or amazement on the 
part of those who saw them and attesting that the 
one who performed the miracle was heaven sent and 
approved. T he next article will deal with the pur-
pose of miracles in the New Testament. 

I f  you have moved, or if you plan to move 
soon, please notify us. Check your name and 
address and see if it is correct, and if not, let 
us know the correct address. It costs 10 cents 
for every copy returned because of change of 
address, and you miss that month's issue of  
the paper. Please notify us of your cor rect 
address. 
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QUESTION —  (NOTE: Questions continue to 
come in on the matter of fellowship. This article and, 
perhaps, one more will cover all of the questions at 
hand. Most of the questions center  around the fol-
lowing: (1) Can a church withdraw fellowship from 
an ungodly member? (2) Can a church withdraw 
fellowship from another congregation ? We shall deal 
with the former in this article.)  

ANSWER — When Paul "assayed to join himself 
to the disciples" in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-28), he 
sought fellowship with the church there —  "he 
endeavored to get them to count him as one of them." 
This involved shar ing together with them in the 
responsibilities, privileges, and blessings of the Je-
rusalem church. According to the true meaning of 
the term, this is fellowship: "Communion, . . . shar-
ing in common" (W. E. Vine). 

When the church withdraws from an individual 
it withdraws only that which it formerly shared with 
him as a church. One cannot withdraw that which 
never  existed. T his limits the withdrawal on the 
part of the church to only those things in which the 
church can scr ipturally have fellowship with its 
members. Hence, the withdrawn from member no 
longer enjoys the acceptance, good will, and en-
dorsement of the congregation. The church no longer 
recognizes him in any of its responsibilities, pr ivi-
leges, and blessings —  such fellowship is withdrawn. 
All of this is involved in the church action authorized 
in I Cor. 5:4,5. 

This fellowship is established by mutual agree-
ment on the part of the individual voluntarily seek-
ing membership in the local church and the congrega-
tion itself as both endeavor to function in harmony 
with the will of God, which fellowship, in the final 
analysis, is controlled by the congregation (Acts 
9:26-28). Furthermore, this fellowship differs from 
that referred to in I  John 1:7. In the latter, reference 
is made to that "fellowship" —  spir itual communion 
—  existing among individuals who walk in the light 
and between themselves and God. 

It is a mistake to think that a break in this fel-
lowship ( I  John 1:7)  automatically and at the same 
time br ings about a break in church fellowship. The 
break in church fellowship follows the break in fel-
lowship of I John 1:7 and then only after the scrip-
tural cour se of procedur e has been followed. In 
I  Cor. 5 we have one in fellowship with the local 
church who did not enjoy the fellowship of I  John 
1:7. True, the former was not approved by the Holy 
Spirit, nevertheless, it did exist. The lack of approval 
was because of dereliction of duty and not because 
of a lack of simultaneous action. The facts revealed 
show that there are two different fellowships in-
volved and that they are not established and broken 
at the same time. Furthermore, the fellowship of  

I John 1:7 depends upon God's judgment and is never 
in error. Fellowship with a local church depends upon 
human judgment and sometimes is in er ror .  In 
III John 9,10 we find some who were not in fellow-
ship with a local church (because Diotrephes and 
other s "casteth them out of the church) but who 
still enjoyed the fellowship of I John 1:7. These pas-
sages establish at least two fellowships for the 
Christian —  fellowship with God and all who "walk 
in the light" ( I  John 1:7) and fellowship with a 
local church (Acts 9:26-28; I  Cor. 5:4,5). In a with-
drawal of both the latter follows the former in due 
course and has for its design disciplinary measures. 

When disciplinary action has been taken by the 
church (I Cor. 5:4,5), individual Christians have an 
added responsibility to withdraw all social inter -
course (a third fellowship) from the one being 
disciplined. Paul says that we are to have no com-
pany with them "with such a one no, not to eat" 
( I  Cor. 5:9-13). T his is individual action —  not 
church action. The church does not have such fel-
lowship in the first place —  some liberals to the con-
trary notwithstanding. T hat is why it is wrong to 
speak of, much less have, "church fellowship halls," 
"church fellowships," etc., when reference is made 
to social activities. The church knows no such fel-
lowship —  not by divine authority! A failure to dis-
tinguish between individual and church action and 
the respective fellowships involved accounts for 
some arbitrary use of the word "fellowship" among 
us today. 

Some would have us restrict our phraseology to 
the Biblical expr ession "withdraw your selves" 
( I I  Thess. 3:6). However, this expression, of itself, 
is not clear. It must be understood in the light of 
its context. Otherwise, we are forced to face these 
questions: In what sense and to what extent do 
we withdraw ourselves ? So that we are never found 
in the same building or room with each other? Or 
meet on the same street? When and how far  apart 
must we remain? The context shows that we with-
draw socially. Hence, we withdraw social fellowship, 
as individuals. But there is also a collective or church 
withdrawal —  "when ye are gather ed together... 
To deliver such an one unto Satan" ( I  Cor. 5:4,5). 
This involves what the church, as such, shared in 
common with him —  its responsibilities, pr ivileges, 
and blessings —  as well as, in subsequent action, in-
dividual  Chr istians  withdrawing social  fellowship. 

Just as sur ely as we can speak of "scr iptural 
church cooperation" in the absence of the word "co-
operation" in the Scr iptur es, just that surely we 
can speak of  "a church withdrawing fellowship" 
from ungodly members, though the word "fellow-
ship" does not appear in that connection in the Scrip-
tures. Both words when properly understood and 
used express accurately Bible ideas and contr ibute to 
brevity and clar ity of thought in the absence of any 
context. 

USE OUR CLUB PLAN  

Send Three Subscriptions and Receive 
Your Subscription 

F R E E !  
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C A T H O L I C  A D M I S S I O N S . . . C O P I E D  F R O M  A  
C A T H O L I C  H I S T O R Y  B O O K  

T he following excer pts ar e taken from a two 
volume work entitled: "The Public and Pr ivate His-
tory of the Popes of Rome, From the Earliest Per iod 
to the Present Time," by Louis Mar ie de Cormenin. 
It was translated from the French and published in 
the United States in the year 1846. T he copy to 
which I have access was formerly in the convent 
library of the Sisters of St. John the Divine, in Tor-
onto, Ontario, Canada. 

Although the author was a Roman Catholic, he 
did not allow his religious profession to blind him 
to some of her failings. In fact, the author  even 
accepted as factual the legend of the 'Popess Joan' 
as if she had actually existed . . .  a fable which we 
ourselves do not believe to be true. Although we do 
not, therefore, accept all his statements, neverthe-
less, we feel that considerable credence may be placed 
in his wr itings wherein legends, myths, and tradi-
tions are not primar y factors to be weighed. 

We copy as follows: 
Concerning Urban I, the 18th bishop of Rome, 

A.D. 226: "Authors say that this bishop introduced 
into the church the use of precious vessels; if this 
be so, it places his conduct in strong contrast with 
that of Alexander Severus, who wanted neither gold 
nor silver in the temples of the idols, and said with 
reason, 'that gold could not be of any advantage to 
religion.' 

"The or igin of the temporalities in churches is de-
duced from this bishop; it is added that he appro-
pr iated to the wants of the clergy the goods and 
lands which Chr istians offered to him . . ." (page 36). 

* *     *     * 
Concerning Anteros, the 20th bishop of Rome, 

A.D. 237: "The letters attributed to him, were never 
written by him; and we can place no confidence in 
historians, who affirm that permission was given by 
him to bishops, to take other  sees, not for their  
own advantage, but from the necessity of the case, 
or the advancement of religion; for, at this per iod, 
these prelates would not have recourse to the bishop 
of Rome, to authorize these arrangements, since the 
jur isdiction of the pontiffs was confined within the 
bound of their diocese. Nevertheless, we ought to 
know that this usage, then unknown to the faithful, 
has been scandalously introduced into the church" 
(page 37). 

* *     *     * 
Concerning Fabianus, the 21st bishop of Rome, 

A.D. 238: "Some days after  the death of St. An-
teros, Fabianus, who was a Roman or  I talian by 
birth, and a son of Fabius, was chosen pope, in a 
singular manner, if we can believe Eusebius, and the 
authors who have followed his account. T hey say 
that Fabianus had returned to Rome from the coun-
try, in order to be present at the elevation of the new 

pontiff. The faithful had assembled in a church, for 
the purpose of the election; and several persons of 
consideration were proposed, without any thought 
of Fabiaus, though he was pr esent. Of a sudden, 
a white dove descended from above, and alighted on 
his head. Then the faithful, recalling to their  recol-
lection that the Holy Spir it had manifested itself, in 
a like form, at the baptism of Jesus Chr ist, ex-
claimed that God had exhibited to them his will. Im-
mediately Fabianus was proclaimed pope, and con-
ducted to the Episcopal See, without other formality 
than the imposition of hands. At this time, the cus-
tom of prostrating themselves before the pontiff of 
Rome, immediately on his election, nor of kissing his 
feet, had not been adopted. 

"According to some traditions, the holy father  
introduced the use of renewing the holy oil ever y 
year, on Holy T hursday . . ." (page 37-38). 
*     *     *     * 

For some years at the beginning of the fourth 
century, the bishopr ic of Rome was vacant. Con-
cerning the state of the Chr istian religion at that 
time, the author states: "T he faithful were forced 
to assemble by night, in pr ivate houses, in upper  
rooms, in the baths, under  porticos, in the ceme-
ter ies, and even in the tombs, in order to administer  
the euchar ist, and pray. 

"But Christians, animated by a holy zeal, assem-
bled at these places, regardless of a shameful and 
violent death. The pr iests read the Old and New 
Testaments, as the Protestants now do. The people 
brought bread and wine, for  the administ ration of 
the euchar ist. T he communion was distributed, in 
both kinds, (both bread and wine. L .W.M.), to all 
who were baptized, and the ceremonies, terminated 
with a collection for the poor of the church. 

"In the first century, fountains and r ivers supplied 
the baptismal water. Then this sacrament was ad-
ministered to the sick, and children, in pr ivate 
houses, and in pr isons. Next they went further from 
apostolic simplicity; for, in the time of Tertullian, 
infants were anointed, and they presented honey and 
milk, making many signs of the cross, and the bap-
tied were clothed in a white garment. 

"The communion was administered indifferently; 
either in the morning, fasting, or in the evening, 
after  supper. The eucharist —  that is, the conse-
crated bread and wine —  was carried to the sick and 
absent. As for fasts, they were discretional, and no 
one was constrained to observe them. 

"In the second century, the faithful adopted the 
custom of praying for the dead; and, according to 
Tertullian, the prayers were preceded by many signs 
of the cross. . . 

"In the third century, a difference arose as to the 
administration of baptism to children; and, at the 
same time, the fast of Saturday, in commemoration 
of the bur ial of Jesus Chr ist, was introduced at 
Rome. But this custom was not approved of by the 
Orientals. 

"Chr istian worship had not yet altars. A single 
table of marble, served for the communion of the 
faithful . . . 

'Sub-deacons were then established in the church; 
but history makes no mention of patriarchs, arch-
bishops, or metropolitans. The bishops of the pr inci-
pal sees, unjustly arrogated to themselves super ior-  
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ity over those of the same country, and sometimes 
over those of several provinces, when these were de-
pendent on the great cities. The popes, in their turn, 
put in the same pretensions, and the cowardice of 
the magistrates has rendered too real, their imagi-
nary r ights of jurisdiction, both spir itual and tem-
poral" (page 52). 

 

E A T I N G  I N  T H E  M E E T I N G  H O U S E  

In the field of controversy several articles have 
been wr itten the last few years on eating in the 
meeting house. Some of the arguments would be 
funny if the matter were not so ser ious. I am pr int-
ing a short article by James D. Bales, professor of 
Bible at Harding College. Brother Bales probably 
does as well on this subject as anyone I know. In 
answer ing his arguments I  have wr itten another  
article using almost the identical words of brother 
Bales. This was done to show the fallacy in his reas-
oning. Notice that Brother Bales says we must keep 
our social activities and worship services separated 
by time! I  have done that in my article making them 
an exact parallel. 

Here is brother  Bale's article on eating in the 
meeting house: 

"T he meeting house is not the church. It is no 
more holy than the house you live in. 

Some brethren presume to tell others that they 
cannot do certain things in a meeting house; things 
that are not wrong within themselves. They tell you 
what God authorizes and what he does not authorize 
to be done in the meeting house, which God has not 
even required us to build. 

Who made the church building such a holy place 
that social activities cannot take place there ? There 
are some brethren who think one can smoke on the 
front steps but cannot cook a meal in a room in the 
building. Is it right to use the church's money to 
build a kitchen in a home for a preacher but wrong 
to use it to put a kitchen for the use of the brethren 
in the meeting house? 

What about I  Cor. 11:22-24? Is Paul discussing 
the purpose of a worshipping assembly or the sacred-
ness of a meeting house ? Is he saying that we must 
eat in a house and that we cannot have an outdoor 
picnic? Is he maintaining that we must eat at our 
home and not some brother's home? 

I f  I  Cor. 11:22-24 means that a Chr istian cannot 
eat in a building in which they assemble for wor-
ship, then where did Pr iscilla and Aquila eat? (Rom. 
16:3-5). Did Paul deprive them of the ver y place 
where he told the Corinthians they could eat —  their  
house? T heir  home was the meeting place of the 
church. Was it wrong to have a kitchen in it? 

Is it wrong to eat in the meeting house but r ight 

to dr ink water there? I  Cor. 11:22,24 speaks of 
dr inking as well as eating. 

Is it right to eat together? (Acts 2:46; 10:48 and 
11:3; Jude 12). Who has the r ight to legislate as 
to where it is to be or  not to be, just so long as it is 
not in connection with the Lord's supper ? So long as 
we keep our worship service separated from our 
social activities in point of time, by what authority 
does anyone legislate as to what may or may not 
be done in a meeting house, if the thing is not wrong? 
The church is a family. Is it wrong for a family to 
eat together? T he church is a brotherhood. Is it 
wrong for brethren to engage in social activities?" 

Here is my article called, "Serving steak on the 
communion plate." 

The communion plate is not holy. It is no more 
holy than a plate you would serve steak on in your 
home. 

Some brethren presume to tell others that they 
cannot do certain things with the communion plate; 
things that are not wrong within themselves. They 
tell you what God authorizes and what he does not 
authorize to be done with a communion plate, which 
God has not even required us to use. 

Who made a communion plate such a holy thing 
that steak cannot be served there? There are some 
brethren who think one can smoke on the front steps 
but cannot serve a little steak along with the un-
leaven bread. Is it right to use the church's money 
to build a kitchen in a home for the preacher, where 
he serves steak as often as he can afford it, and re-
fuse br ethren the r ight to ser ve a little steak on 
the communion plate? 

What about 1 Cor. 11:22-24, is Paul discussing 
the purpose of a worshipping assembly or the sacred-
ness, of a communion plate ? Is he saying that we 
must eat steak in a house and that we cannot serve 
steak in an outdoor picnic? Is he maintaining that 
we must eat steak, on a plate at home but not on 
some brother 's plate? 

I f  I  Cor. 11:22-24 means that Chr istians cannot 
eat steak on the communion plate then where did 
Priscilla and Aquila get a plate to eat their  steak? 
(Rom. 16:3-5). Did Paul deprive them of eating 
steak on a plate ? They ate steak in their home where 
the church met. Was it wrong to eat steak on a plate 
there? 

Is it wrong to eat steak on the communion plate 
but r ight to drink a sip of water? I  Cor. 11, speaks 
of drinking as well as eating. 

Is it r ight to eat steak on plates together? (Acts 
2:46; 10:48 and 11:3; Jude 12). Who has the r ight 
to legislate as to where the steak is served, just so 
long as it is not mixed with the unleaven bread? So 
long as we keep the bread on one side of the plate 
and the steak on the other side, by what author ity 
does anyone legislate where we might serve steak? 
After  all, our minds can be Chr ist centered while 
we eat the unleaven bread, and then shift to physical 
things when we eat the steak. How long does it take 
for a Chr istian to shift his mind anyway? Wher e 
is the scripture which says how long we must keep 
our minds on Chr ist and him crucified when we eat 
the bread? Who can legislate on a matter of time, 
After all, we will be eating our noon meal within 
the hour anyway. What is the difference in three 
seconds and one hour? Some brethren are always 
wanting to legislate where God has not. T he im-  
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portant thing is that we keep them separated on the 
plate, and by a little time. The only possible way it 
could be unscr iptural is to take a gr inder of some 
kind and gr ind the bread and steak together !  This 
would make it unscriptural because you have mixed 
the two together. As long as you keep them separ-
ated on the plate and control your mind, the Lord 
is well pleased when you serve steak on the plate. 
After  all, it isn't wrong to have social activities in 
the church building anyway! 

 

"I want to commend you for Searching The Scr ip-
tures. It is an excellent paper  and full of truth." —  
Tommy Thrasher, Hartselle, Ala. 

"Please send me a copy as I  don't want to miss it, 
enjoy it so much." —  H. H. Evans, Kreole, Miss. 

"T he money order is for renewing of Searching 
The Scr iptures. I enjoy it very much. Keep up the 
good work." —  Mrs. James Russell, Cleveland, Ohio. 

"I think you and brother Miller  have done a won-
derful job with your work in Searching The Scr ip-
tures in past years. You have some good help with 
other writers along. I would like to be able to have 
hundreds of copies sent out." —  T . E . Lindsey, Tren-
ton, Fla. 

"The paper is fine and I  enjoy it." —  Luther G. 
Roberts, Salem, Oregon. 

"I, of course, enjoy the paper." —  Colin William-
son, Jonesboro, Tenn. 

"We look forward each month to receiving that 
month's issue of Searching The Scriptures." —  Mrs. 
Van S. Jones, Lewisburg, Tenn. 

"Keep up the good work. The only way the paper 
could be better is to have more of it." —  Mrs. May 
Adkins, Brooksville, Fla. 

"I enjoy reading and approve of Searching The 
Scriptures, and I  endorse and support your willing-
ness to stand strong for the unpopular way of truth 
in the Old Paths. May God bless you in your efforts 
for the sacred truth." —  James M. Smelser, East 
Orange, New Jersey. 

"I sure enjoy it." —  Mrs. H. C. Ludwick, Tampa, 
Fla. 

"Keep up the fine work." — Thomas A. Thornhill, 
Tampa, Fla. 

"I enjoy receiving Searching The Scriptures." —  
Vernon R. Butler, Jacksonville, Fla. 

"I was visiting a friend and read this paper. Would 
like to subscribe. Enclosed is check to cover same." 
—  Virginia N. Banks, Nashville, Tenn. 

"I  continue to enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures. 
It is one of the best papers I  receive. Keep up the 
good work." —  Frank Thompson, Carmichael, Calif. 

"I am happy to send you the enclosed list for sub-
scr iptions to Searching T he Scr iptures. It is truly 
an outstanding publication among the brotherhood 
and I know that those who will be receiving it will 
be greatly benefited. It is my prayer that the Lord 
will continue to bless you in health, strength and 
determination to carry on this work. Never allow 
anything to discourage you from this work you are 
now doing, as it is so badly needed today in view 
of so many dangers facing the church." —  Leo Rogol, 
Hopewell, Va. 

"'Keep up the good work with Searching The 
Scr iptures. I will continue to urge people to sub-
scr ibe to it." —  William H. Lewis, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

"I enjoy reading your paper very much and there 
are surely some good writings in it." —  Mrs. W. E. 
Hudson, Texarkana, Ark. 

"I  enjoy the paper f rom month to month. May 
the Lord bless you with health and strength to carry 
on." —  L. E . Sloan, Jasper, Ga. 

"Searching T he Scr iptures is a fine paper, and I  
continue to enjoy the good variety of articles. I pray 
that you may continue to use the good judgment 
of the past in selecting mater ial." —  Ross T . Saun-
ders, Lake Wales, Fla. 

"Please renew my subscr iption for another year, 
and Godspeed in your efforts directed through the 
Righteousness of Him who created us all." —  Hayse 
Reneau, Phillips, Texas. 

"I like the paper and am in accord with your teach-
ing."—  Mrs. Ina Hynes, Cleveland, Ohio. 

"I have been a subscr iber from the f irst issue and 
do not want to be without the paper, so here is my 
renewal." —  E . G. Creacy, Horse Cave, Ky. 

"We enjoy it and pass it on to our neighbors." —  
Mrs. Helen Malloy, Or lando, Fla. 

"Will you please start sending me your monthly 
copy of Searching T he Scr iptures. I have read it 
several times in the home of my in- laws and enjoyed 
it very much . . . Keep up your fine work on this won-
derful paper. If there were more men in this world 
who stood for the truth, maybe the wor ld wouldn't 
be in such a bad state and the churches of Chr ist 
wouldn't be so split and bitter toward one another." 
—  Mrs. Lar ry Brannan, Columbus, Ga. 

"Best wishes to you in all your worthy efforts." 
—  I rven Lee, Jasper, Ala. 

D E B A T E  T A P E S  

Dr. Albert Garner, president of Florida Bap-
tist Institute and Seminary, and brother A. C. 
Grider of Meridian, Mississippi engaged in a 
discussion on the conditions of salvation and the 
apostasy questions in Wauchula, Florida city 
auditorium, January 18, 19, 21, 22, 1965. 

V e r y  c l e a r  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t a p e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
f o u r  n i g h t s  o f  t h e  d e b a t e .  N e w  1  1 / 2  m i l  p o l y e s t e r  " M y l a r "  b a s e  
s t r o n g  t a p e  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  s t r e t c h  w i l l  b e  u s e d ,  r e c o r d e d  a t  3  1 / 2  
s p e e d ,  a n d  m a y  b e  p l a y e d  o n  a n y  t a p e  r e c o r d e r .  O n e  7 "  r e e l  
w i l l  c o n t a i n   t h e  e n t i r e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  o n e  n i g h t .  
P r o p o s i t i o n :  " T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  T e a c h   T h a t  W a t e r   B a p t i s m    i s    E s s e n t i a l  

T o  T h e  S a l v a t i o n   O f  T h e  A l i e n   S i n n e r . "  A .   C .  G r i d e r  a f f i r m s  
—  A l b e r t  G a r n e r  d e n i e s  

P r o p o s i t i o n :  " T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  T e a c h  T h a t  T h e  A l i e n  S i n n e r  I s  S a v e d  A t   
T h e   P o i n t  o f   F a i t h    i n    C h r i s t    B e f o r e   A n d   W i t h o u t  W a t e r  
B a p t i s m . "  A l b e r t  G a r n e r  a f f i r m s  —  A .   C .   G r i d e r  d e n i e s  

P r o p o s i t i o n :    " T h e   S c r i p t u r e s   T e a c h   T h a t  a   C h i l d   o f  G o d  C a n n o t  S o  
S in   As   F i n a l l y  To   Be  Los t  In   Hel l ."  A l b e r t  G a r n e r  a f f i r m s  —  
A .  C .  G r i d e r  d e n i e s  

P r o p o s i t i o n :   " T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  T e a c h  T h a t  a   C h i l d   o f  G o d    M a y  S o  S i n  
A s  T o  B e  F i n a l l y  L o s t  I n   H e l l . "  A .   C .  G r i d e r  a f f i r m s  —  A l b e r t  
G a r n e r  d e n i e s  

Tape for  one  night  ................ $  3 . 0 0  
All  four  tapes  ........................ $12 .00  
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". . . THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT G O D  H A D  D O N E  W I T H  T H E M  .  .  . " — A c t s  1 4 : 2 7  

DEBATE AT TAMPA, FLA. 
There will be a debate on the issues before the 

church today in Tampa, Flor ida, August 16-20, 1965. 
G. K. Wallace and James P. Miller will discuss the 
following propositions. 

It is in harmony with the Scriptures for churches 
of Christ to build and maintain benevolent organiza-
tions for the care of the needy, such as Boles Home, 
T ipton Home, Tennessee Orphan Home, Childhaven, 
and other orphan homes and homes for the aged that 
are among us. 

Affirmative —  G. K. Wallace 
Negative —  James P. Miller  

Such an ar rangement and cooperative effort on 
the part of churches of Chr ist for the preaching of 
the gospel as the "Herald of T ruth" is without Scrip-
tural author ity. 

Affirmative —  James P. Miller  
Negative —  G. K. Wallace 

The first two nights will be held at the Flor ida 
Avenue church building, 12720 Flor ida Avenue. This 
will be August 16th and 17th. The last two nights, 
August 19th and 20th will be in the Seminole church 
building at Rome Avenue and Wishart Boulevard. 
There will be no Wednesday night session since all 
have a pr ior commitment. 

REMINDER, MURRAY, KENTUCKY 
MEETING 

This is to remind the brethren everywhere of the 
tent meeting in Calloway County, Kentucky. T he 
effort will be under a tent close to Murray. The exact 
location of the tent is not yet known but will be de-
termined in the next few days. The first service will 
be on Lord's Day morning July the 11th in the Luther 
Robinson school. The first service under the tent will 
be on Lord's Day evening of the 11th. All brethren 
who have kin in that section are urged to come home 
and not only attend the meeting but to encourage 
their people to come. A small band of Chr istians are 
already meeting in Murray. This will form the basis 
of a strong church there and in a short time there 
should be sound congregations in Mayfield, Benton, 
Paducah, all in Kentucky and in Paris, Tennessee. 
Remember the meeting in Murray, July 11th through 
the 21st. 

James P. Miller  

Lloyd Barker, Hammond, Ind. —  During services 
last Lord's day evening (May 9) brother Robert Kil-
lebrew, one of our two elders, was taken to St. Mar-
garet Hospital with severe pains in his chest. The 
next day, Monday afternoon, he passed away. He 
leaves behind a godly wife and a faithful Chr istian 
son, also many gr ieving brethren here at Highland 
Street where he shared the oversight with brother  
T hatcher. We have lost a dear  and faithful fr iend 
and the cause of Chr ist has lost a champion. This 
wr iter is not able to put into words the many things 

that might be said about him. In Acts 4:13 the scrip-
ture tells us that when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John they marveled: "and they took knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus." I want to 
change this passage a little and then apply it to 
brother Killebrew: "You had to take knowledge of 
him, that he walked with Jesus." T his sums up all 
the things that I knew about him. Bur ial was in 
Dresden, Tennessee at 2 p.m. and this wr iter  con-
ducted the services. 

Ross O. Spears, Tompkinsville, Ky. —  After three 
years of the most pleasant work of my life, with the 
Grandview church, of Chr ist in Tompkinsville, Ky., 
I am moving June 15, to Mustang, Oklahoma to work 
with a small group of Chr istians presently meeting 
in a small converted dwelling. 

The church here in Tompkinsville is now well 
established and self-supporting. Brother Donald 
Townsley will begin work here July 1st. I am confi-
dent the work will go on to greater things with his 
able help. This congregation will continue to be an 
influence for  soundness throughout the years. My 
new address is: Box 27, Mustang, Okla. 

Donald R. Givens, Coalinga, Calif. —  At the E . 
E lm Street church in Coalinga, California, one was 
baptized on May 16, and one was restored. About 
the middle of June, I will move to start preaching 
for the church in Novato, California. My new address 
is: 1309 Chase St., Novato, Calif. 94947. 

M orris D. Norman, Plant City, Fla. —  A young 
wife and mother was baptized here at Plant City 
Lord's Day, May 16, 1965. After over four years 
labor with the church in Plant City, Flor ida, I will 
move to Akron, Ohio to begin work with the South-
east church on July 11. I will follow Tom Hickey.  
The elders here have not yet selected a man to follow 
me. I will continue publication of the Southeast 
Sower and would like to exchange with all brethren 
reading this who publish a bulletin. My new address 
will be: 877 East Archwood Ave., Akron, Ohio 44306. 

Ross T. Saunders, Lake Wales, Fla. —  I  have 
just completed one of the finest meetings that it has 
been my pleasure to engage in for  quite some time. 
The meeting at Winter Haven, Flor ida, scheduled 
May 2-8, was going so well the brethren decided to 
extend it until May 12th. It resulted in fifteen 
responses: eight baptized and seven restored. The 
brethren at 34th Street in Winter Haven worked 
very hard for the meeting, and their  efforts are a 
living example of what a gospel meeting can do if 
brethren are will- ing to work for it. 

The Lord willing, we shall move from Lake Wales, 
Flor ida, June 7, and will be working with the 2nd 
and Walnut Street church in Paragould, Arkansas. 
Our address will be: 401 N. 3rd Street, Paragould, 
Arkansas. T he brethren there have offered to send 
me to hold meetings where the need is great and 
funds ar e low. T his I  appr eciate ver y much, and 

 



shall be looking forward to our work with this con-
gregation. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Hugh A. Hendrix, Pompano Beach, Fla. —  The 

Northside church in Ft. Lauderdale, Flor ida will be 
needing a full time preacher around Junel3. Brother 
Roland W arren has been preaching for us but is 
leaving in June to work with the church in Gaines-
ville, Georgia. We can offer  a 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home which is next to the meeting house, plus partial 
support. The church at Northside is sound and at 
peace. There is a good work to be done here and the 
prospects for growth are improving. Any preacher  
of the gospel interested in the work or anyone know-
ing of such a preacher available may wr ite to me at 
181 S.W. 14th St., Pompano Beach, Florida. 

W alter D. Bunnell, National City, Calif. —  I am 
told that in 1942 the church of Chr ist in National 
City was one of the largest churches in southern 
California. Internal strife took its toll of the church, 
and today there are two factions: one no-Bible-class-
one cupper congregation and one liberal church in 
National City in addition to the faithful church for 
which I preach. Due to internal strife the member-
ship of the church has decreased on two different 
occasions. The church here is at peace and harmony 
among the members is at its best. We are endeavor-
ing to follow the truth in its ancient simplicity. We 
enjoy the fellowship of other conservative churches 
in the San Diego area. 

On Fr iday evening, April 2, brother Roy Crowe 
of E l Cajan preached for us. On Friday evening, 
April 16, brother T o m m y  M c C lure of E l Cajan 
preached for us; and on Sunday, Apr il 25, brother 
George Tyler of San Diego preached for us. If you 
publish a bulletin, please put me on your mailing 
list. Walter D. Bunnell, P.O. Box 423, National City, 
Calif., 92050. 

H. E. Phillips, Tampa, Fla. —  I enjoyed the re-
sponsibility of speaking in a meeting at the Berney 
Points church in Birmingham, Alabama, June 7-13. 
This is a fine congregation with the best spir it among 
its members. They have three fine elders who are 
highly respected by the members of this congrega-
tion, and a sound gospel preacher in Dennis L. Reed. 
Brother Reed is doing a very effective work in this 
area. E ight were baptized and one restored dur ing 
the time I was with them. Eugene Britnell and Hiram 
Hutto were in meeting in the Birmingham area dur-
ing the time I was there. The work among faithful 
churches in the Birmingham area is making good 
progress. 

James E. Gunn, Eau Gallie, Fla. —  Our work here 
continues to move along in an encouraging way. Last 
month we baptized two and had one to be restored 
and identified. We are hoping to be self-supporting 
by the beginning of 1966. There will be many Chris-
tians from Florida and other states who will be visit-
ing the Cape Kennedy and Patr ick AFB, Flor ida's 
most photographed attraction, area during the year. 
The cape is only open for tours on Sunday afternoon 
from 1 p.m. till 4 p.m. We would like for them to 
know there is a church close by that they can wor-
ship with. Anyone desir ing to do so would have 
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plenty of time to worship with us and get to the 
cape by the time the gates open. Our  building is 
located on Sarno Road just two blocks west of High-
way No. 1. 

D. M . Black, Jacksonville, Fla. —  After working 
with the Hyde Park church in Jacksonville for  almost 
two years, I have been asked by the faithful church 
in Lafayette, Georgia to come and work with them. 
According to our plans, June 13 will be our last Sun-
day at Hyde Park. We have mixed emotions about 
leaving Hyde Park and Florida, but we are looking 
forward to a good work in Lafayette. This fine group 
of Chr istians left the unfaithful group about nine 
months ago after much pleading and efforts to unite 
on what the Bible teaches. We are praying that those 
who are presently members of the unfaithful group 
there (and everywhere) will not continue to swallow 
the "installment plan" of digression. Lafayette is 
about 25 miles south of Chattanooga, Tennessee. We 
extend to all an invitation to visit with us when in 
that area. 

Thomas A. Thornhill, Tampa, Fla. —  In September 
I will have completed my first year with the church 
at MacDill Avenue, and I  can say that I have bene-
fited greatly by my association with this fine group 
of brethren and also in being a co- laborer with 
brother Harry Pickup. The brethren have asked me 
to stay another  year  and for this I  rejoice. T he 
brethren here will allow me to hold two meetings a 
year and will continue my support during that time. 
If there are any congregations who need a meeting 
but cannot afford to pay, I will be glad to assist them. 
Wr ite to me: 5008 So. MacDill Avenue, Tampa, 
Florida 33611. 

We will have a meeting with different speakers, 
July 26-30, 1965. The theme will be: God's Program 
Of Positive Action. The speakers will be: Monday, 
James P. Miller: "Evangelistic Work-Reaching the 
Lord." Tuesday, Roland Lewis: "Scriptural Worship 
—  Public and Pr ivate Devotion." Wednesday, Jack 
Hobby:  "Personal Pur ity —  Spir itual Cleanliness." 
Thursday, H. E . Phillips: "T raining for Leadership 
—  Responsibility and Work of Elders and Deacons." 
Friday, James R. Cope: "Benevolent Work —  Caring 
for the Needy." 

W ayne G. Francis, Terre Haute, Ind. —  I moved 
to Terre Haute, Ind. September 1, 1964 and started 
worshipping with a new congregation of people 
standing for the truth. Following is the br ief history 
of Central church of Chr ist. 

On May 3, 1964 a few faithful Chr istians began 
meeting at the Red Men Hall in T er re Haute, In-
diana. Because the facilities were only available on 
Sunday, the mid-week Bible study was held in the 
home of one of the members. After six months of 
handicap and discouragement, prayers were an-
swered and a building was available. The or iginal 
group of 14 members had now grown to 20. The 
building was purchased and the Central church of 
Chr ist at 201 Kent Avenue, T er re Haute, Indiana 
was a reality. After one year of service this group 
has had two gospel meetings. One was held in Decem-
ber with brother M el Myers of Indianapolis, Indiana 
speaking, and the other in Apr il with brother Robert 
Jackson of Nashville, Tennessee doing the preaching. 
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T he congr egation was set in or der  and two elder s, 
brother  M. L.  Darrow and Ray Harris were ap-
pointed in December .  Both had ser ved as elder s in 
other  congr egations in town.  

T er r e Haute is located on Highways U.S. 40 and 
41. Central church of Christ is the only sound church 
within a 50 mile r adius. T her e is much good wor k to 
be done in this area. Brother  Bill Farris, Salem, Ohio, 
has agr eed to move to T er r e Haute in August. T he 
congr egation cannot suppor t  a man full time with-
out outside help. If you are inter ested in helping 
br other  F ar r i s, please let us know.  

P R E A C H E R  W A N T E D  

W . C. Sawyer, New Albany, Ind. —  T he Silver  
St reet congr egation in New Albany, Indiana is look-
ing for  a qualif ied pr eacher. This is a fine congr ega-
tion with a bright futur e. I have wor ked and have 
had an enjoyable wor k. T he five elders and I have 
wor ked together  as near per f ection as is humanly 
possible. I will be moving just acr oss the river into 
L ouisville, Kentucky to wor k with the South E nd 
congr egation. A sound, qualif ied man is being sought. 
If inter ested contact one of the elders (Roy Phil l ips ,  
Fred Jewell, W illiam Roberts, Sam Jeffers or  Orel 
Gil l iatt) ,  or  wr ite to the elders in care of the Silver  
St reet chur ch of Chr ist, New Albany, Indiana. 

Luther  G.  Roberts ,  Salem, Or egon —  T he wor k 
her e goes fairly well. T hr ee identified and one r e-
stor ed r ecently. I have pr eached in meetings at Fair-
view, Santa Ana, Calif., Kent, Washington, Sunny-
vale, Calif., so far.  I  am to pr each in meetings at Dil-
lard, Oregon, June 27-July 3; Dallas, Oregon, August 
15-22; Santa Clar a, Calif., October 20 -27; New 
Haven, T enn., November, the date not specif ied yet. 
It is good to be kept busy. 

Jerry D. Eubanks, Rector, Ark. —  T he Sunday of  
July 25 mar ks the end of almost four years laboring 
with the Ninth Str eet chur ch in Rector, Arkansas. 
My family and I will be moving to Atlanta, Geor gia 
to begin wor k with the Northeast congr egation on 
August 1.  

E .  P a u l  P r i c e ,  Borger ,  Texas —  On June 20th I  
will begin wor k with the church meeting at 5510 
Hogaboom Road in Gr oves, T exas. My addr ess will 
be 5515 Sonnier  Lane, Groves, T exas 77619. We are 
leaving one of the most pleasant works that one could 
desir e. T he church is at peace and loves the truth. 
Br ethr en A. R. Cox and Hayse Reneau will do the 
pr eaching for the time being. 

Choice L. Bryant, McMinnville, Oregon —  My fam-
ily and I  have been living in McMinnville, Oregon and 
have been wor king with this small struggling church 
since September, 1963. Of r ecent date, however, due 
to some unavoidable cir cumstances, I find myself in 
need of  some suppor t .  The need that we stay her e 
and continue our work with this small church, in this 
mission ef f ort, is so gr eat that my family and I have 
decided to do so even in spite of  the inadequate sup-
port. If ther e is a church, or  an individual, that would 
like to put some "mission money" into this wor k, 
please let me know. I can use the help. Please address 
your  cor r espondence to: Choice L . Br yant, 620 E ast 

14th Street, McMinnville, Oregon 97128. 
Due to a change in my schedule of work, I am now 

available f or  some pr otr acted meetings and/or  sing-
ing schools than I have been in the r ecent past. All 
who may desir e my ser vices, please contact me at 
the above addr ess. 

Ralph Givens, Sunnyvale, Calif. —  James P. Need-
h a m  of  Louisville, Kentucky will be with the church 
in Sunnyvale, Calif., in a meeting July 11-18. 

Connie W. Adams, 303 Selden Ave., Akron 1, Ohio 
—  Af ter  t hr ee ver y pleasant year s with the Pine 
Hills church in Orlando, Florida we have moved to 
Akron, Ohio where we are working with Cecil W illis 
and the Br own St reet chur ch. T he Pine Hills chur ch 
is one of the best congregations I know of anywhere 
and is well blessed with many talented people who 
can do many things to advance the cause of  Chr ist. 
Several of the men are capable preachers in their own 
right and ar e of ten called on to pr each in the ar ea, 
or to fill the pulpit at Pine Hills when the r egular 
preacher is gone. T he r ecords show that 30 wer e bap-
tized, 38 restored and 40 were identified with us. Jere 
E.  Frost ,  f ormer ly with the 77th Street chur ch in 
Birmingham, Ala., is the new pr eacher  at Pine Hills. 
T he plan at Brown Street is f or one pr eacher  to be in 
the f ield in meetings while the other is at home. We 
will divide the time equally and hope to accomplish 
much for the L ord, especially in the North. I will also 
do several weeks of work a year in Canada. Please 
note the change of  addr ess. 

Jimmy Tuten, Jr.,  St. Louis, Mo. —  A telegram 
bear ing sad news of the death of Mer ita Packard, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Flor ida brought to my mind the faithful-
ness of this saint who has pillared her  head in rest 
and joined the multitude who sleep in Christ. She 
passed from this life June 4 at 10 a.m. T hough an 
invalid, cr ippled with arthr itis, she did not become 
bitter  in her  suffer ing. She knew that: 'For ever y 
pain we must bear, for every sorrow, every care, 

There is a reason.' 'But, if we trust Him 
as we should, all will work out for our 
own good; God knows the reason.' 

Uncomplainingly, she demonstrated to onlookers 
the reality and power of true religion in suffering. 
Though carr ied as an infant, she attended services 
when weather and health permitted. She will be re-
membered most for what I call "wheel-chair evange-
lism." She never passed up an opportunity to teach 
New Testament Christianity to those willing to listen. 
I know of at least two ladies baptized through her 
efforts. She stood firm against digression and inno-
vations, though these meant the sacrifice of friends. 
She has been rejected and scorned in her firmness 
against liberalism. Who knows but that her  sickness 
was for the glory of God (John 11:4)? 

Colin W illiamson, Jonesboro, Tenn. —  We had a 
good meeting with brother Earl Kimbrough. Five 
were baptized and two restored. Since the meeting 
two more have been baptized. Five of these were 
adult individuals. Brother Kimbrough's lessons were 
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fine and just packed with scr iptures —  the kind we 
all need. 

Flavil Wallace, Pontiac, Mich. —  We, the members 
of the Gingellville church of Christ, beseech you to 
respond to our plea. The congregation here consists 
of thirty-two (32) souls, representing twelve (12) 
families. I n the Detroit and suburban area —  an 
area containing in excess of six million people —  
there are only three or four faithful congregations 
including the one located here at Gingellville. Only 
one of the congregations to our knowledge has a 
"full-time" preacher and we at Gingellville have not 
had a preacher for the past seven months. We are 
currently shar ing the responsibility for the edifica-
tion of the congregation by having each of the men 
of the congregation prepare and present a lesson at 
the various services throughout the week. 

The congregation was formed in May 1962, when 
a nucleus of Christians became dissatisfied with the 
growing apostasies occurr ing in a local congregation 
that was at one time faithful but has fallen away. 
T hese dissenting brethren wanted to preach and 
study the Word of God in its pure form without being 
subjected to the encroaching modernist doctrines 
of "church kitchens", "church recreation halls", 
"church orphanages", "church schools", and all the 
many other earthly organizations not authorized by 
the Word of God. They met for a time in their homes 
and finally were able to obtain a loan and buy the 
property now occupied in Gingellville. The property 
which included a small (20x28) one room building 
costing $6,500 and is located approximately one mile 
from Interstate 75. T he loan for this property has 
been repaid through the diligent continuing effort 
and determination of the members. We have, to date, 
had no outside financial aid. The building is totally 
unsuited for the congregation of any number of peo-
ple and in fact has been condemned as a health and 
f ire hazard by the local authorities and r ightly so. 
Plans are now under way, the foundation is being 
laid, and a loan is being obtained for the sum of 
$12,000 to finance the construction of a new building. 
This building will be 30 by 50, have a full basement, 
and central heating. We plan to have a construction 
company build the shell and the members of the con-
gregation do the finish work themselves. We have 
also made arrangements with the construction com-
pany to provide them with labor from the congrega-
tion on a part-time basis and thereby further  reduce 
the expense of the building. 

We are desperately in need of aid in order to con-
tinue the work here. For the Christians in this area, 
it is imperative that this congregation continue to 
exist because there are no other faithful congrega-
tions within a forty mile radius of the Gingellville 
community. 

We at Gingellville particularly need your financial 
aid to help us with the construction of a suitable 
meeting house and to help us acquire a preacher to 
supply impetus and direction to our efforts to carry 
on the work of Chr ist in this neglected area. 

If you can aid us in any way, please contact us at 
4193 Baldwin Road, Pontiac, Michigan. 

 
As we study together in this article, I want to call 

the readers attention to another danger the church 
faces, that is, the lack of qualified elders. 

T here are a number of faithful men serving as 
elders in churches over the country, doing a good 
job and often these men do not have the apprecia-
tion expressed to them that the congregation should 
show them. Where men like this are in the eldership, 
the church moves forward. On the other hand, where 
men are elders while being unqualified the church will 
have a multitude of problems. 

A congregation will not r ise above its leadership. 
E lders are to lead and direct the church. Where there 
is no direction forward there is movement backward. 
There is no stand still position in the Lord's service. 

Often the church faces a danger in selecting men 
to serve as elders. Sometimes the attitude is found 
that if a man is successful in business, is socially 
prominent in the community, has shown marks of 
being wealthy, or  some other  similar mark, that he 
is put in to serve as an elder. When such is done, 
disregarding the qualification given in I  T imothy 3 
and T itus 1, one is not a HOLY SPIRIT MADE EL-
DER. These marks mentioned above may be good in 
certain places, but they are not the ones the Lord 
set for men to meet in being elders. 

Often the eldership is a popular ity contest. T he 
man is made an elder if he can swing the most in his 
favor to vote for  him. A man who is qualified ac-
cording to the Scriptures often is rejected for  a man 
who is able to exercise a certain amount of political 
pull within the congregation. 

T he elder is to "tend the flock" ( I  Pet. 5:1-4) . 
Some "desire the work" but when made an elder will 
not tend the flock or do the work. They have the idea 
that the eldership is a position of honor and not one 
of service. How often have men desired to be elders 
and when so made, would not WORK. Often some 
would become unfaithful to the Lord and the elders 
would not make an effort to watch for their souls. 
They are so charged in the Scr iptures (Heb. 13:17). 

Again the Bible teaches elders are to oversee the 
flock (Acts 20:28). T hey are to watch for those 
among themselves or from without leading away 
disciples after them by false doctrine. In connection 
with this, elders are to be apt to teach. Some are apt 
to teach — -  apt to teach error because they are ig-
norant of the Scr iptures. T hey are not willing to 
make the necessar y sacr ifice in order to study to 
learn the word of God. I heard an elder one time tell-
ing how hard he had studied one after noon and 
when he told what he had done he had looked up some 
verses that mention the word "sword" and upon 
another occasion had looked at some passages that 
mentioned the word "fox." Certainly a church with 
such a one for  an elder could not be sure to have the 
attention, at least from that elder, that it should 
have. It is elders like this that when a class is being 
taught in such books as Romans or Hebrews that 
the elder will sit through the entire class week after  



 

 

week without any comments to make and the r eason 
is that his knowledge of the wor d of God is so shal-
low that he does not see what the apostle is teaching. 

Elder s ar e charged with "Hold fast the faithful 
wor d as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayer s" (T i tus 1:9). E lder s ar e to be men of  
ability to not only see the wolf  coming into the flock 
of God, but when they do see him not to become "un-
glued" but r ather  know wher e and how to start to 
answer  his cunning false doctrine. Elder s ar e the 
watchdogs of a congr egation. Within the congr ega-
tion ther e will be those that ar e babes in Chr ist that 
will not detect er r or  at first, but elders ar e to be those 
constantly on the look out f or  such and when they see 
the wolf, get to wor k skinning the wolf. They have 
the r esponsibility to not only show the flock wher e 
the false teacher  is in er r or, but even the ultimate 
goal to show the false teacher wherein he is wr ong 
in bringing him to a knowledge of the tr uth.  

Churches that have elders who ar e qualif ied ac-
cording to the Scriptures have men that can guide 
them into paths of  g reater  usefulness and ser vice 
to the L or d. What a beautiful pictur e it is to see a 
chur ch with qualif ied men in the elder ship holding 
the confidence and good will of the congr egation 
wor king night and day in the ser vice of  Chr ist to 
the end that the gospel is pr eached both at home 
and abroad, saints are edif ied and built up in the most 
holy faith. Chur ches like this can be tower s of  
st rength for the L or d in ever y ar ea wher e they ar e 
found. Br ethr en, r emember , the L or d wants elder s 
in ever y chur ch just as soon as qualif ied men can 
be found, but the L or d doesn't want men who ar e 
not qualified. T he f act that a chur ch doesn't have 
at a particular time, qualif ied men, doesn't give them 
the right to appoint the "best they have." God has 
never been pleased with the best men have, in the 
place of what he has said. 
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