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LONG LIVE THE PROOF TEXT!

Brenl Lewis, Ean Gallie, Fla.
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_ It isobviousto all who are aware of the problems
in the Lord's church that a great deal of these prob-
lems have stemmed from the fact that a majority of
preachers have changed their approach and method
of preaching. Whereas preachers used to produce
book, chapter, and verse for their teaching and prac-
tices, many now appeal to prose, poetry and opinion.

| think it worthy of note that in the book of Acts
which relates the accounts of the labors of some of
the first gospel preachers in the church, that they
gave a proof text for everything that they expected
men and women to believe and accept. They were deal-
ing many times with the Jews, who believed the Old
Testament scriptures and, thus, they referred to
these scriptures as proof to substantiate their preach-
ing of the gospel of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

or generations the Jews had impatiently awaited

the coming of the Messiah, and now the great day had
arived. Yet their hopes had not been Tealized, be-
cause the One Sent from God was unfortunately not
the one of their dreams. The manner of His comin
was not as many had ex&e_cted and, alas, multitudes o
His own people derided Him, rejected Him, and finally
even engineered His death. Confronted by the bold
declaration of the apostles and others that "Jesus is
the Messiah," their natural reaction was, " Give us
the proof!" o _

“Their own preconceived ideas regarding the Mes-
siah could not easlly be placed aside astheP/ listened
to the fervent preaching of the early evangelists. How
could the Old Testament teaching on the Christ — the
Messiah — be reconciled with the life and works of
the carpenter from Nazareth? That was a problem
which the early preachers had to face. They were
making great claims for Jesus, and there was only
one way to substantiate them — by showing from
passages and texts in the Old Testament that the very
details of Jesus' life had been foretold within its

% simple glance at Peter's semon on the day of
Pentecost will reveal how they met the challenge.
Peter wishes to show that Christ's resurrection was

in the divine plan of things. This he does by appeal-
ing to Psa 16:10 — "Because thou wilt not [eave my
soul unto Hades, neither wilt thou give thy Holy One
to see corruption” (Acts 2:27). Also the exaltation of
Jesus was foretold in the Old Testament, as is Clear
from Psa 110:1 — "The Lord said unto my Lord, sit
thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies the
footstool of thy feet." This verse is quoted by Peter
in Acts 11:34-35.

Thus, proof texts were used freely by preachers
and writers. Some parts of the Old Testament were
Bartlcularly valuable in substantiating truth. We find

aul addressing the Jews a Antioch, quoting Psa
16:10 to substantiate the fact of the resurrection
(see Acts 13:35). Peter wnt_lngzl_n | Pet. 2:6 quotes
Isa 28:16, "Behold, | lay in Zion a chief corner-
stone,” to uphold the fact that Christ is the chief
cornerstone of the church.

When the evangelists wrote their account of the
gospel, proof texts were freely incorporated into the
narrative of their works. Mark, for example r;\%ht
a the beginning of his account of the gospel (Mk.
1:2), quotes Md. 3:1 to show how God had spoken
beforehand of the preparatory work of John the
Baptist. Matthew in particular made great use of
the Old Testament in penning his account, quoting
from it some forty times. Many of these texts are
mentioned by the evangelists to support the facts
they give and to reveal the divine purpose behind
Chrid’s life. For example, the thlrt)éénleces of silver
are shown_in Matt. 27:9 to have been foretold by
Jeremiah. There can be no doubt at all that these
proof texts carried a good deal of conviction to the
Jewish readers.

Now, all of that has been said to say this. Early
gospel preachers and writers appealed to scripture
to support their claims. Those who profess to preach
the gospel today would do well to imitate them in
this regard. We cannot expect men and women in
the world to believe what we teach religiousy unless
we offer book, chapter, and verse. Neither should
those in the church who are satisfied to continue on-
ward beyond the doctrine of Jesus Christ be at all
surprised when there are those who demand, " Give
us the proof!" to support their innovations, for "it
hath been so from the beginning" — and rightly so.
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| COMMENTS TO ED:TORSJ|

"Your work is very good, may God continue to
\l?{/%stshﬁu with the paper." — Gamond W. Holmes,
~ "I appreciate your sincere efforts which are shown
in your dpaper_and know that words can not express
the good that is being done througih our efforts.”" —
Robert D. Davidson, S., New Carlisle, Ohio.

"Searching The Scriptures continues to be one of
the best. Keep theTgood work going." — SamW. Gar-
rison, Nashville, Tenn. } )

"We have enjoyed Searching The Scriptures for
some time and hope to see more good articles about
the false teachings that have worked their way into
the church ..." — Allen D. Harper, Russellville, Ark.

"We appreciate the good work you are doing. |
enjoY reading Searching The Scriptures." — H. A.
Mobley, Loveland, Ohio. _ )

"Keep up the good work." — Dorris C. Mann, Bir-
mingham, Ala. ) _

"I"till believe your paper is of exceptional value
to the brotherhood. It Is particularly valuable to me
(and others) in areas like this which are so shot
through with liberalism. Without articles and news
such as you publish, | would find it difficult indeed to
remain_abreast of the situation in the church at
large. Further, | like very much the material you
publish. It provides much good information for study
and meditation. | believe, however, that the feature
| appreciate most is the absolute frankness with
which Searching The Scriptures speaks. No one need
ever be in doubt how a writer stands on the subject
of his writing. Keep up the good work." — Major
Wallace H. Little, APO, San Francisco, Calif. ]

"Keep up the good work in Searching The Scrip-
tures. You are doing a fine job." — J.T. Smith, Day-
ton, Ohio. _ _

"All the articles are very timely. | enjoy them very
much." — Alberta Cameron, S. Petersburg, Ha.

"I want you to know that | appreciate more than
words can express the work that you are doing for
His cause. May God give you strength.” — Jimmy
Tuten, Jr., St. Louis, M o. _

"Keep up the good work you and brother M iller
are doing." — Wallace Whitehorn, Athens, Ala.
~ "You and brother Miller are doing a wonderful
job with Searching The Santures. | enjoy every is
sue ; keep up the good work." — J. F. Dancer, Jr.,
Louisville, Ky. ) )

"Have received my first copy of Searching The
Scriptures. It is an excellent, well edited publication.
| shall recommend it to my friends." — Claude Truex,
Brawley, Calif.

"l enjoy the paper very much and thoroughly en-
dorsethe way Ielou presert the truth." — Dale Barnes,
Beaver Dam, g o .

"You have done an excellent job in editing and
writing for Searching The Scriptures, and | hope
that your health will permit you to continue in this
effort in the future." — Earl Fly, Jackson, Tenn.

"l think you and brother Miller are doing a won-
derful job edltlnE this paper.” — Mrs. J. B. Mcln-
turff, Rector, Ark.
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MR. INSIDE AND MR. OUTSIDE
James P. Miller

~InMarch of 1958 H. E. Phillips and | published the
first copy of Horida News Letter. A project of this
kind had been contemplated for several months. The
churches were making progress in Forida and we
felt that some kind of publication that would tell
their story would do good. Little did we dream that
with this little four page paper we were starting a
venture that would result in a major monthly that
would be read all over the world.,

As | look back on this beginning and on the start
of Searching the Scriptures in January of 1960 |
marvel at the ease with which we worked. | do not
remember a word said about any division of respon-
sibility or dutTy, Elwood turned to the desk and |
tumed to the field. In other words, the new paper
had the simplest organization of any paper in his-
tory. It had an inside man and an outside man and
this was it. | have remarked that Searching The
Scriptures had about the same organization as you
would have if two men got in a car and one said,
"I will drive," and the other, "I will watch the route."

This has been a happy combination through the

ears. The paper has grown and the task has become

eavier for brother Phillips dmost every month but
my work stays the same. It takes both kinds of work
to make a paper grow. The editor who sits a the desk
has to have unusual ability in so many ways. He has
to be a scholar, diplomat and linguist willing to give
long hours to the production of a creditable product.
On the other hand every journal needs some one who
is in demand among brethren and who gives agood




part of the year to travel and meetings to represent
the paper before the brotherhood. | have felt that
this is one of the reasons why some of the journals
among us have had such a difficult time. They did not
have a preacher of sufficient stature who went in and
out amon% the brethren. _

As brother Phillips turned to the office and | to
the brotherhood our little beginning with Florida
News Letter grew and prospered. Within a matter of
months we had a circulation well in advance of ten
thousand copies. Encouraged by this success, in Oc-
tober of '58 we changed the name to give the r
Ereater range and called it The Southeastern News

etter. The first issue carried an article on brother
W. A. Cameron, and as str as it may be, the last
issue in December of 1959 closed its pages with the
story of hisdeath. _ _

As the readers of this journal well know in a period
of 13 months in the summer of 1965 and 1966 |
had major debates with both Wallace and Woods.
Both of these discussions went even better than |
had hoped and they were rewarding experiences that
the history of the church will fully evaluate in the
years to come. | am glad that our Heavenly Father
saw fit to permit them to come to pass and for his
help and strength to enable me to be one of the dis-
putants. As fine as dl of this is debates of this mag-
nitude that affect the future of the church are great
emotional trials for me. There are some who seem
to enjoy debating. | have never been one of them.
With the Lord's Ieadln%l have been involved in
thirty or more through the years but | have never
liked the strain and pressure of any of them. | have
and will continue to defend what | understand to be
the truth, but | am saying this to make this observa-
tion. After the debate with Woods and the writing
of the lengthy review that followed in the November
issue | just "sorta' cut the switch. Some have asked
and others wondered why | have not had more arti-
cles in Searching The Scriptures and | have the idea
that it worries brother Phillips alittle.

It is wonderful to state that in the ten years we
have been working together we have never had a
misunderstanding of any kind or an unkind word
ever spoken. Asfar as | know we come as near agree-
ing on every verse of scripture as it is possible for
two men to do. We believe, speak and practice the
same things. So until | can get the old j[F/pewnter
oiled a%aln the many wonderful writers will continue
to fill the of Searching The Scriptures and |
will work for the paper everywhere | go. Mr. Inside
and Mr. Outside are still hard at the task with the
help of many wonderful brethren over the world. In
conclusion | will make to the readers the same prom-
ise | have made to brother Phillips and to my wife
every day, "l am going to do better."
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BIBLES AND BOOKS

Do you need a Bible, commentary, reference book,
sErmon cul]in-:'-*,, n.-.|1~|.':u‘.!=:_ or other r|'1|f:|:r_1u'\. books?

We can get any book in print for you

------------------------------------------

EVOLUTION | v

------------------------------------------

MY VISIT TO CHICAGO NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM
NO. 4

In last month's article | discussed the Java man,
Peklnﬂ, Neanderthal, and Cro-Magnon creations in
the Chicago Natural History Museum. | pointed out
that they were built and arranged to prove the ape
origin of man or that they both have common
ancestors. )

Notice what the Museum'’s literature says about
how some of these "men" actually looked. "The Ne-
anderthal men were five feet and three inches tall,
heavy, barrel-chested and not as erect as man." "No
other museum in the world presents such a complete
and vivid picture of the lives, cultures and physical
characteristics of the prehistoric ancestors of the
human race — we have learned what they looked
like from their bones ..." "The Cro-Magnon people
were tall, erect, with well-shaped heads and attrac-
tive features' (White, page 27, 31, 33).

In view of the Museum's deceiving exhibits (such
as Fossil Man) and in view of their misleading and
false statements made in their booklets, it is amus-
ing to read of their shock at the hoax of the Altdown
"man" (as they explain why he is not in the array
of fossil men), "whose repulsive Simian features
were familiar to a whole generation of school chil-
dren and their scandalized mothers throughout the
world" (White, page 25). ) _

If "Altdown” was ugly and his features repulsive,
no one is to blame but the Evolutionists, for he is
exactly what they built and was molded as they de-
sired. But | believe "Rltdown" is every bit as -
some as "Java' (just get some reference book and
look at both of them). In their original progressive
sequence (while Riltdown "existed'), "Java' was
firde — mog ape-like — and Rltdown next — less
ape-like. Another point to ponder is this. outside of
the deliberate "aging" process done by Dawson and
as far as the original basic fossil "finds" are con-
cerned, "Java' has no more right to be in the display
than does "Riltdown." _

What do some of the best known anthropologists
honestly say about all this? George Smpson says,
"Accurate restorations of extinct forms from one or
a few fossil bones are simply not possible. Such sup-
posed ability is folklore" He is "appalled that some
anthropologists have been quite willing to recon-
struct a face from a partial cranium, a whole skull
from a piece of lower jaw and so on.”

Boyd says that " an]y idea that human prehistory
can be recondructed from an examination of fossll
remains is a will-o'-the-wisp"; and Dr. E. A. Hooten
says, " These aleged restorations of ancient types of
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man have very little, if any, scientific value and are
likely only to midead the public. We have no knowl-
edge of their hair forms, hair distribution, pigmen-
tation and the details of such features as | have
mentioned. So put not your trust in 'reconstruc-
tion." " The same great and honest anthropologist
says, "You can model on a Neanderthal skull either
the features of a chimpanzee or those of a philoso-
pher." Surely in view of these statements, which
could be multiplied greatly, one must admit that
deceptions are found in this Museum.
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AUTHORITY IN RELIGION

The source of AUTHORITY in religion has been a
"pbone of contention” for many centuries. Of Christ,
the elders and Jewish priests asked: "By what au-
thority doest thou these thln%s? and who gave thee
this authority?' (Matt. 21:23). In His last instruc-
tion to the apostles, Christ stated: "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Méit. 28:
18). Further, Christ taught... "The word that |
have spoken, the same shall judge him (mankind
!_WM%)IFI the last day" (John 12:48). John also was
inspired to write: "Many other signs therefore Jesus
also performed in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; but these have been
written that you may believe that Jesusisthe Chrigt,
the Son of God; and that believing P/ou may have life
in His name" (John 20:30-31). Paul also wrote by in-
spiration sa |n?: "All Sripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for training in righteousness; that the man of
God may be adequate, equipped for every good work"
(I Tim. 3:16-17).

From the above cited passages, we learn several
sdient points. (1) The question of AUTHORITY in
rell%é)cn divided people in the time of Christ... sim-
ply because some were not willing to accept the au-
thority of Chnstﬁ_% Christ was given, and now pos-
sesses ALL AUTHORITY inreligion . . . thisleft NO
religious authority for the Jewish priests THEN,
and 1t leaves NO religious authority for mere men,
today. (3) Christ's authority is manifest through
His word, His teaching and that which He promised
the Holy Spirit would teach to the apostles. It is on
the basis of the words that Christ taught that all
men are to be I\J udged. Christ's word, His teachlrll% is
found in the New Testament. (4) Although the New
Testament does not contain a description of every-
thing done by Christ, nevertheless, the N.T. does con-
tain ADEQUATE information to produce SAVING
FAITH (i.e., obedient faith) ... and after all, isn't
that our goal? . . . That we may have life (eternal
life) through His name? (5) The Scripture was

given man in order that he will be adequately fur-
nished to every GOOD WORK. Thus, Christ's au-
%horlty is made known through the inspired Scrip-
ures.

CATHOLICISM NOT CONTENT WITH CHRIST'S
AUTHORITY!!

Even a hasty investigation of Roman Catholic
teaching will soon show that the Church of Rome is
not content with the New Testament as manifesting
Christ's authority in religious matters. B. L. Conway
in The (?uestlon Box, wrote: " The Bible itsdf is but
a dead letter calling for a divine interpreter;..."
aPage 76). Y et, another Catholic author states. "We

ave no other records of the exact words of Christ
save those contained in the New Testament” (Radio
Replies, Val. Ill, Rumble and Carty, page 128). Thus,
jointly, these Catholic writers assert that Christ's
words are adead letter, and we have no other source
of His exact words. _

These Catholic writers would have us believe that
the New Testament requires an "infallible interpre-
ter" for it ever to be anything other than a " dead
letter.” Of course, they assert that the Roman Cath-
olic Church isthat "intallible interpreter.”

ASK ANY PRIEST HOW MANY PASSAGES
CATHOLICISM HASINTERPRETED?

First: | have never found any TWO Catholic
riests who agree as to the exact number, and just

HICH SCRIPTURE PASSAGES have been ac-
corded an "infallible interpretation” by the Roman
Church. | would be happy to compile a list of such
replies if any readers of this journal would care to
guestion the priests in their community... prefer-
ably, get the priests to write down a list of the exact
chapters and verses that have been "interpreted’ by
the Roman Church in her infallible teaching capacity.

Second: As a starter, | am indebted to brother
Arvid K. McGurre, now of Huntsville, Alabama, who
secured a written statement from a Catholic priest
while brother McGuire was a Kirkwood, Mo. In his
written reply, the 8r|es_t listed the following as hav-
ing been "infallibly interpreted” by the Roman
Church: Council of Trent, 1545-1563, defined John
3.5, John 20:22f, Luke 22:19, and James 5:14ff.
Council of the Vatican, 1870, defined Matt. 16:16
and John 21:15. The priest who compiled the above
list was John T. Htzsimmons, Kirkwood, Mo.

Third:; Please note that only six passages of the
Holy Bible have been supposedly "interpreted infalli-
bly"™ by the Roman Church during her several-cen-
tury existence. Hence, it is obvious that she places
little significance in the study of the Bible, OR, that
there are really not very many passages that require
deciphering.

CATHOLICSARE NOT ALONE IN REJECTING
SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY!!

Roman Catholicism accepts the following sources
of religious authority: _
1) Biblical passages that she has "interpreted.”
2) Oral tradition, supposedly handed down by
the "Church Fathers.”
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(3 Decrees of Ecumenical Councils binding on
the entire church. _

(ég Decrees of the Popes when speaking ex ca-
thedra to be bound upon the entire church on mat-
ters of faith. _ ]

(5?_ Papal Encyclicals (only those that fit the
qualifications given under number 4 above).

(6) Canon Laws, over 2,400 of them, many of
which apply to different groups among the Catholic
Church membership.

NON-CATHOLIC REL IGIOUSGROUPSFOLL OW
CATHOLIC PRACTICE IN REJECTING
CRIPTURAL AUTHORITY!!

(1) Accept only those Bible passages that agree
WIEE thl\(zl_r pet rOj?r?ts. Bibl ) der that
[ y other Bible passages in order thai

the \)orce %ﬁﬂelr_teachmg is by-passed.

(@) Oral tradition..."our parents did these
things, therefore, we can." Or, "the brethren have
been doing it, therefore it's dl right."

(@) Reducing the Bible to smply a book of broad
general principles, rather than accepting it as in-
structions from God. o

$_5)_ Yielding to the pressures from existing evan-
gelisic and benevolent institutions "among us,”
whose money supply would vanish if Christians and
congregations continued to abide by Scriptural au-
thority for their practices.

P. O. Box 164
Greerwille, Texas 75402

"A ROUND-UP AT TALCO"

The church at Talco, Texas isn't too large but they
put on a big show back in April. | say a show because
that is exactly what it was. | received an announce-
ment of the festivities and was both amused and
shocked. On one side was a picture of the church
building and its sevices. On the other side they told
of this "Round-up for Chrigt”" which was to be con-
ducted the latter part of April. It is indeed interest-
ing to notice how far some churches have gone into
digression. It reminds me of the race to the moon —
one nation is afraid another will get there first. Some
of my liberal brethren are evidently in a race to see
who can bring a new innovation into the church of
the Lord first. ) _

The following things were listed as a part of the
show put on by the church of Christ a Talco. (1)
Barbecue — all invited. X\Z%_Speaker — Bob David-
son, former captain of Abilene Christian College
football team. (3) Feats of magic by Hoti. Such ef-

fects as sawing a woman in two and eating razor
blades. (4) Campout — bring only your bedding. This
will be_supervised. (5) Breakfast. (6) Short Bible
class. (7) Crafts — make items to take home. (8)
Lunch. 1 ) Games — activities for all age groups.

As | look over the above items sponsored by the
church at Talco | notice that the only thing listed as
SHORT is the Bible class! | told some of the breth-
ren this was the reason a church could be led into
such foolishness — they have had too many SHORT
Bible classes. This is the social gospel gone to seed.
Many people wonder what the social gospel is; if
they will take a long hard look at the above they
will know. Notice everything listed (with the excep-
tion of one or two) has to do with the BODY and
not the SOUL. It appeals to the PHY SICAL but not
to the SPIRITUAL. When the church be%n:s to
peal more to the bodies of people than to their souls,
it has given up the truth and has put itself in com-
petition with the entertainment world. First, it is
unscriptural and second, we do not have the facilities
to compete with Disneyland or Six Flags Over Texas.
God never intended for the church to go into this
business. ) o

Gentle reader, |ma?|ne if you can, the church se-
curing the sewvices of a magician to swallow razor
blades or saw on the body of a woman. How far will
brethren have to go before some of these brethren
will wake up? Did our Lord die for a church to put
on such a show? What has crafts and barbecue to
do with the salvation of the soul? Money from the
treasury of the church may be used scripturally for
only three things. First, preaching the gospel; sec-
ond, edification of the saints, and last, benevolence
among poor saints (Phil. 4:15-17; Il Cor. 11:8; | Cor.
16:1-2). If the Bible authorizes using the money
from the treasury for anything else | have failed to
find it. When brethren begin to use the money of the
Lord for such things as crafts, barbecue and feats
of magic they have completely abandoned the faith.

| want it understood that | have nothing personal
against my erring brethren at Talco. | pray that they
will give up these false doctrines and retumn to the
Lord. Sectarianism is indeed making its inroads into
the church of the Lord. Many other examples could
be given but | trust this will cause brethren to pray-
fully return to the ancient order.
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BOOKS BY W. CURTIS PORTER l
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! “ACTION" AND THE
| UNIVERSAL CHURCH
: (No. 6)
|

Leo Rogol, Hixson, Tenn.

" —
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Bro. Lovell Violates the Scriptural Plan
for a Church Treasury

Is he no longer concerned with what congtitutes a
SCRIPTURAL PATTERN for callecting funds? Do
we find anything likened to "ACTION Assistants"
in the New Testament collecting "Miss A Med Dol-
lars 7' Where do we find anything in the New Testa-
ment likened to bro. Lovell's ACTION to campaign
for funds for any church needs or "their program
of work?" Why knock the Catholics for their various
schemes of raising money for their church needs if
we lack as much scriptural authority for our method
of callecting money ? We read where one church for-
warded funds to ANOTHER CHURCH (in the realm
of benevolence), but no ae organization ever
collected funds for ANY CHURCH, or "forwarded"
funds to any church. Where do we find in | Cor. 16
or any other p e in the New Testament a HU-
MAN ORGANIZATION collecting and forwarding
funds to a church? Name the passage, please. We
read in | Cor. 16: (1) "conceming the collection;"
Paul had " Iglven order (isthis not a command?) to
THE CHURCHES;" (2) "Upon the first day of the
week ..." ("lay by him in STORE'") (the common
treasury — of the church).

Bro. Lovell's scheme violates every principle laid
down by the inspired apostle with regard to a scrip-
tural pattern as to: (1) the organization — the giv-
ing or callection was restricted within the church;
Lovell adds another organization; he adds ACTION
to "THE CHURCHES;" (2) the DAY, (first day of
the week) these collections are to be taken. If this is
done on "the first day of the week" in "the church,”
then what business do ACTION Assistants have in
taking up collections in the assembly? And if they
collect funds through the week they violate the DAY
Christians are to "lay by himin store.” These funds
are not collected in the church, but Lovell has
ACTION "forwarding" "their gifts" to the "elders
of the church sponsoring this project.” Brethren,
these Orphan Homes, etc. soliciting, for "fifth Sun-
day contributions' is no greater violation of the
Eattem concerning the treasury of the church than

ovell's plan. And yet bro. Lovell sad no one could
"punch an unscriptural hole through it."

_Snce "there is no local church that alone can ful-
fill all the commandments of the universal church,”
then the present-day needs as visualized by bro. Lov-
ell have outgrown the treasury of the local church.
Therefore, of necessity, this also involves the need
of a universal church treasury, under the oversight
of universal bishops necessitated by "Universal Ac-
tion by a Universal Church." Of course, the sponsor-
ing type operation of work is aready _demonstratl ng
this, but by no means does it make it right.

In the realm of benevolence, we read in Acts 11
that the Antioch brethren sent relief to the brethren
in Judea. In | Cor. 16 we read that the churches of
Galatia and Corinth sent aid to Jerusalem. But we
do not read that the Galatian churches sent their
funds to the Corinthian church, which in turn would
forward them "to the elders sponsori ngkthls project.”
Just name the f{)lassage that authorizes this, bro. Lov-
ell. As these funds did not come from one common
source, or a universal treasury, so also the receivin
of these funds (I Cor. 16) was restricted to the loc
church in Jerusalem, to which each church sert its
funds. THAT WAS THE STOPPING POINT! The
Jerusaem church was not a banking institution or a
treasury house to RECEIVE funds from various
churches to hold in store until in their wisdom, by
their choice and authority or "direction” and under
the oversEght of the elders they saw fit to DISTRIB-
UTE THE FUNDS THEY RECEVED TO OTHER
CHURCHES. The giving and receiving were on_the
local level, with a direct connection between the giver
and the receiver. _ _

But at best this in no wise establishes a pattern
for recelvmgizoand distributing funds in the realm of
evangelism. For example, sumplly because a dress and
a pair of pants are items of clothing to be worn, a
pattern for a dress is not a pattern for a pair of
Panrs Who would want to wear a pair of pants made

rom a pattern for a dress? We simply do not read

of any church sending funds to another church for the
purpose of sponsoring world evangelism. We do have
example (a pattern) where PAUL "robbed other
churches, taking wages of them ..." (I Cor. 11:8).
(He was not a " church' as some would indi-
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cate by their present-day "reasoning.") The day we
can establish a pattern in the realm ot evangelism for
one church to send to another sponsoring church is
the day we can address the Otter Creek church as
"brother Paul." _

Thus, since "the church still looks to Tennessee
for much of our guidance and direction” and bro.
Lovell has "never seen any reason ... to stop doin
it," then it is an easy matter for him to speak o
"Action by a Universa Church for a Universal
Cause." Once he gets brethren to "digest” this un-
scriptural nonsense he will find no difficulty in setting
ulo universal elders under the guise of "sponsoring
elders' and consequently a universa church treas-
ury. If he can activate the universd church, then he
can likewise establish a "universal treasury” to fi-
nance a "universal cause." No, all this has not hap-
pened — yet. But remember, in the days of Paul,
when some brethren wouldn't dream of setting ll,:l)p a
"universa bishop" over the "universal church™ Paul
said: "FOR THE TIME WILL COME when they will
not endure sound doctrine . . . AND THEY SHALL
TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH
AND SHALL BE TURNED UNTO FABLES' (Il
Tim. 4:4). If this happened to the church of Christ
THEN, it can happen now.

IN CONCLUSION

At the beginning we made mention that a little
over fifteen years ago the sponsoring type program
of work known as the Herald of Truth appeared to
be such a harmless and innocent thlng. As we see its
influence and pressure increasing and spreading, we
may well see that such schemes are becoming nlgmt-
mares for Bible-loving, God fearing Christians. The
propaganda and pressure closed the eyes of those
who looked in wonder at these things. Thus they
were shut to the reality of danger that lurked behind
the veneer of innocence because its outward label
was painted, "A Good Work." Since this was a "good
work™ many did not realize the danger it posed to the
safety and purity of the church of our Lord. Ambi-
tious churches and elders were steadily assuming
the roles of sponsoring churches, sponsoring elders
and they seemed only sincerely interested in a
worthy "responsibility and obligation." )

But the road of institutionalism and super-organi-
zation, sponsoring churches upon which many
churches of Christ are travelling today is leading
I’I%ht back to Rome. And yet, many of the brethren
who could not see the dangers lurking in the dark
corners of super-organizations are swiftly swept in
the current toward total departure into Romanism.
And because of this, the greater the innovations, the
less is heard the voice ot opposition of those who
thought the day would never come that the church
would be in the danger of acy. Each appeal such
as "Action by a Universal Church for a Universal
Cause" the trend of "the church (looking) to Ten
nessee for much of our guidance and direction . . ."
hastens the speed of travel toward such a system as
Catholicism. How sad to see so many brethren who
claim to oppose errors of sectarianism without the
church stand completely apathetic to sectarianism
within the church! Each campaign for Christ, ever
dollar sent to the sponsoring elders of the Herald o

Truth, every dollar collected by "ACTION Assist-
ants" and forwarded to the Otter Creek elders spon-
soring their "universal cause" brings us that much
closer to the reality of a universd bishop, a universa
treasury and the destruction of the God-given right
to sdf-government, or local autonomy of every cor-
gregation of God's people on this earth.

Yet many of these brethren will write volumes of
articles warning us of the impending threat of
Catholicism as it makes inroads Iinto our sacred re-
ligious heritage — our freedom to worship God as He
wills. They warn how Rome is exerting her best
talents _efforts to crush this privilege — to de-
stroy our rag_hts to worship as Christians. And yet,
they uphold in the church of Christ the very thing
they oppose from without. The pressure by such am-
bitious men as bro. Lovell is destroying the right of
each church to be sdlf-goveming; to look after and
care for its own work. Such schemes seek to crush,
control the equality, responsibility and FREEDOM
given by God among individual congregations.

We need not only to be conscious of the threat of
Catholicism in this nation, but we need to be e_qualIKl,
if not more conscious of the seed of Catholicism |
THE CHURCH. As such a road upon which many of
our liberal brethren are travelling brings them closer
to Rome, it will eventually and inevitably lead many
church members to hell. One cannot walk the road to
Rome without flndlnﬁ himsdf, at the same time, on
the "way, that leadeth to destruction” (Matt. 7:13).
_If you think many are not headed in that direction,
if the threat of CATHOLICISM is not found in the
church, then what does it indicate when brethren
campaign for and promote ACTION BY A UNIV ER-
SAL CHURCH FOR A UNIVERSAL CAUSE?”
What does it indicate when men like bro. Lovell are
encouraging churches to look to "Tennessee for much
of our guidance and direction ?" If thisis not CATH-
OLIC, then pray tell, what is ? And remember, Lovell
is not the only one to embrace and endorse such dan-

erous and evil schemes. Right behind him is Alan
ryan and also John Allen Chalk who is now the fea-
tured speaker on the Herald of Truth sponsored by
the Highland church of Christ, Abilene, Texas. And
behind them is an army of elders and preachers who
promote, endorse, encourage one Sponsoring arrange-
ment after another. i i ]
~ One who speaks out against such digressive trends
is viewed as an "alarmist,” an "agitator," etc. But
are not the accusers equally "alamed" and " agi-
tated’ as they speak out against these very same
things found in the Catholic church? Why, then,
should one not be alarmed and agitate to his fullest
ability the sound of waming against Catholic prac-
ticeswithin the church?
P.O. Box 143
Hixson, Tennessee 37343

NOTICE
H(_:-.-u_- 'rr:r;_l rEnewed Vaur 1-.]'::-1-.’r4|:-rl-'-r|-"'

if nat, do it laday!
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LOVE OR LUST

Love suffers long and is kind, the apostle said.
(I Corinthians 13:1-8.) There is not much love evi-
dent in our world, if unselfish kindness is an essertial
characteristic. Popular songs are love songs, or are

? Many writers of short stories and fiction books
build their themes around struggles of lovers, or is it
one’?Agedwomenareneedegwhoarec ble and
willing to teach younger women to love their hus-
bands and to love their children. (Titus 2:3-5.) This
teaching is %_ected, evidently, for many seem not
%)_k;(now anything about love as described in the

ible.

The woman who is subtle and_given to flattery
may tempt the young man who is void of under-
standing. He may call this love when it is provoked
lust and temptation. She may lead him along in the
path toward hell and FORCE him to his spiritual
destruction, while he follows as an ox that is being
led to the slaughter house. (Please read chapter
seven of Proverbs. Note the word "Please.") _

Lugt and love are as ite as the poles. Love is
an unselfish interest in others that reaches out to do
them good. Lug is a sdfish desire for saisfaction of
the carnal nature. Love begets love. We may love one
because he first loved us. It is God's love and His

oodness that lead us to Him. (I John 4:10; Romans

:4). When love reaches out it blesses. When lust !
conceives, it brings forth sin and death. (James
1:15.) Man may be lured and enticed by the unholy !
charms of the "strange woman," or the man may
entice some unfortunate soul, but the same man or
woman was created to be in the image of God. The
Gospel should be preached to these creatures of God
that it mlqht have its ennobling influence before the
become slaves of corruption. Please read the last
half of the second chapter of second Peter.

The pleasures of sin are deceitful and are but for a
season. This is certainly true of the sins of sex that
are so common in every generation. The pagan
Roman empire was impure, but so is modern Amer-
ica. The last half of the first chapter of Romans and
other ingpired accounts of the pagan world seem
modern in application. )

The Bible has several listings of sins, any one of
which will prevent one's entering into the heavenly
reward. Listed first in such catalogs is fornication or
some related sin. This is true in almost every such

e. (See Galatians 5:19-21; | Corinthians 6:9,
10; Colossians 3:5; and any parallel p. es you
can find.) Sins that destroy homes and self-respect
are not little misdemeanors.
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The Bible uses the words "unclean” and "filthy."
It speaks of corruption as the harvest or as the mas-
ter one serves. (Ephesians 19:29; 5:4; Galatians
6:7, 8; Il Peter 2:19.) Think of the significance of
the words "unclean” and "filthy." Even present pub-
lic usage includes the word "dirty" in regard to some
minds and conversations. The inspired advice is to
"Hee fomication." (I Corinthians 6:18.) The con-
text of this verse singles this sin out as being more
grievous rather than less destructive than other
commonsns. _ )

The degrading influence of the Kinsey report, uni-
versity professors who publicly recommend pre-
marital sex relations, Hollywood's powerful means
of gﬁreadlng its degradation, fllthg literature, the
breaking down of respect for the Bible, much that is
falsely called music, and the mad rush for money on
the part of parents give some answer to the question
of why so much lack of fidelity in marriage. The
complete failure of one marriage out of three, the
alarmlnﬂ spread of venereal diseases even in this
day of the miracle drugs, the frustration and mental
sickness of this sedative pill generation, and the
abundant harvest of illegitimate children and delin-
guent youths answer in some measure the question
as to what the results of this promiscuity are. The
public needs to be aroused to the degtruction this sin
can bring to the souls of the guilty. The ultimate fall
of our nation is related to this sin which destroys
the home. Can our nation long stand if this sex craze
continues to spread? o o

Let those who claim to be Christians be Christians.
Our world needs to see examples of purity, modesty,
and fidelity. Homes where love abides are like oases
in the desert of a lust driven mob. Followers of the
Lord are to have no fellowship with the UNFRUIT-
FUL works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
(EPhesans 5:1-11.) There would be fewer people
suffering physical and mental maladies now, and
fewer people in hell later if more were done by par-
ents, preachers, teachers and people everywhere that
know right to teach the beauty of holiness and the
uncleanliness of sin.

People hunger for the love of the type the parents
should show the child, or that Christians should have
for the brethren, or even for their neighbors. Heav-
en's love for man remains the wonderful marvel of
the ages. The removal of lust and selfishness that
love might take their place could do much to prepare
the many for heaven, and, as a by-product, remove
much of the disease, remorse, sorrow and corruption
of astrife torn world.
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The Hews Letter Reports)

"... THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT COD HAD DONE WITH THEM . . ." —Acts 14:27

WALTER N. HENDERSON
Thomas G. Butler, Lakeland, Florida

"Know ye not that there is a prince and a great
man fallen this day in Israel." These words are de-
scriptive of Walter N. Henderson, whose body was
laid to rest in the Neunanaville Cemetery near Ala-
chua, Ha., May 7. Brother Henderson was born in
Madison, Ha., Feb. 1, 1907, and reared in a ver
large family. His early life was spent in an agricul-
tural environment where he learned to work hard
and toil long hours. This experience served him well
as alaborer in the kingdom of God. He never was in
a hurry, but was always busy about his Father's
business. ) ) o

Walter received his education in the common
schools of his day and through long hours of diligent
private study. He knew the Bible well and was a
teacher unexcelled. He was a gospel preacher who
never deviated from the truth for any reason or for
anybody. His life was pure and without blemish. His
influence for soundness of the -faith was and is felt
over a large area as he had served a number of
churches as local evangelist. _

| thought Walter Henderson's wisdom to be great
and sought his advice and opinions a number of
times. We have been together a great number of
times when churches were in difficulty. Always he
was practical, charitable and wise in every decision
that he made. My respect for him was as high as
heaven, my confidence in him was unlimited and my
love for him knew no bounds. Truly, Walter Hender-
son was aman of God.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

_ Horace Hartsdll, Boca Raton, Ha. — We are start-
ing a sound work In Boca Raton, Horida. The tem-
Rorary meeting place is 115 N.W. Palmetto Park

oad. Thisis near the 7-11 store, two blocks west of
U.S 1. Anyone in this area is invited to meet with
us. Any students planning to attend Horida Atlantic
University in the future should know that there will
be a sound congregation with whom to worship. My
phone number is 395-9385.

W. L. Wharton of San Antonio, Texas will be the
Weaker in a gospel meeting with the church at 3514

. North Avenue, Sone Pak, Ill., May 17-21 and
with the church in Albion, Michigan, M ay 29-June 4.

Glenn L. Shaver, Oak Lawn, lll. — | am in
third year with the church meeting in the Burban
M anar section of Oak Lawn, a suburb of Chicago, and
plan to move back to my native state of Arkansas
this summer. The church here would appreciate
hearing from any sound and faithful gospel preach-

ers that interested in the Lord's work in this area
Write to: church of Chrigt, 8230 S Laramie Avenue,
Oak Lawn, 11I. 60459, or call Area Code 312-422-4713.
am moving back to my home county (Randolph),
Pocahontas, the county seat. The church started
meeting there last November as the problem of In-
stitutionalism, etc. They have purchased lots near
the city limits on Highway 90 N.E., and plan to
build this summer. They have asked me to come
home and work with them. It will be necessay at the'
present for usto raise al of our support and moving
exPenses._Hence, any church or individual that can
help us will be greatly a#)preuated and fully acknowl-
edged. Brethren, pray for us. | am now out of the
hospital and able to hold some meetings this year.
We will need 600.00 per month which will serve to
pay our rent, utilities and salary. We will also need
about $300.00 to pay our moving expenses from Chi-
cago to Pocahontas.

PAUL WILLIAMSTO GO TO SOUTH AFRICA

For over fifteen years my wife and | have been
extremely interested in the work in South Africa.
Ten years ago we tried to go, but a combination of
factors prevented our getting there. Recently Bro.
Gene Tope visited us and took away all our excuses
for not gomg now; so, God being our Helper, we have
decided to go in December of this year. _

We intend going to Johannesburg, where there is
only one very small white congregation controlled b
the liberals. The city of Johannesburg has 500,00
white people and SOdOOO black people in it. Bro. Tope
tells us that there are vast areas of this great city.
where the gospel has never been preached. We will
live and work among the white people. We will also
have o%)Qnunlty to preach to the blacks both in the
city and in the native areas away from the C_I%.
Since the Beople of South Africa speak English,
there will be no language barrier. And since the
climate is mild and the education and health facili-
ties are excellent, we will be able to remain longer
than the two years that evangelists going to the
tropical areas of Africa stay. We intend staying in
South Africa four years.

My wife and | will both be 37 years old when we
leave. We have five boys. The oldest two are Chris-
tians and should be a gfreat help in our work. All of
us are in good health. T was advised by some when
we desired to go ten years ago that | needed more
preaching experience and the experience of working
with elders. Well, that experience has now been ac-
quired. And | feel that | am now in the most produc-
tive a)éears of my life. | sincerely believe that we will
be able to do much good in preaching the gospel in
South Africa.
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We are seeking monthly support, travel fund and
a work fund. Since | am writing this just five days
after we made our decision to go, we have none of
the money at this writing. | confidently expect breth-
ren to fill these needs, for | have become incressingly
impressed with the willingness of faithful churches
to sludpport evangelists preaching everywhere in the
world.

Paul K. Williams
412 Lawndale Dr.
Plainfield, Ind. 46168
Phone 839-0174

Earl Hartsell, Leesville, La. — After two years
of labor with the Leesville church we plan to move
to Alexandria, Louisiana this summer to start a new
congregation there. We made the decision to move
to Alexanderia because we feel that the need is much
greater there. Alexanderia is in the center of the
state and there is no sound congregation within 60
to 100 miles in any direction from there. We know
that this task will not be easy but we believe it is
the Lord's will that here be a faithful church there.
If anyone reading your paper should know of angl-

one who lives there or is moving there who would |
join in this work, please let me know. You may know
of some savice man stationed at England Air Base
nearby. You may write me at this address. Earl
Hartsdl, P.O. Box 335, Leesville, La

Kenneth R. Camp, Gen. Del., Black Rock, Ark. —
Brethren who cherish the "Old Paths' continue to
strive for the cause in Pocahontas, Ark. Since Oct.
1966, we have been meeting in an abandoned store
bundlng on Highway 90, near the high school, with
attendance ranging from 35 to 50.

We have purc a well located acre on the west-
ern edge of town and hope to erect a building in the
near future. We also hope for a full time evangelist
by mid summer if support can be raised. )

We would appreciate the efforts of the reader in
contacting friends and relatives in the area of Poca-
hontas and urging them to meet with us. Those
traveling are urged to plan a stop with us. )

Any mguwy regarding the work in Pocahontas is
welcomed and we should like to receive bulletins
from any and all who can send them.

Jimmy Tuten, Jr., . Louis, Mo. — | will be with
the Greenwood church, Greenwood, Arkansas, April
28 thro%?h May 5. Harry Pickup, Jr. will be with the
Spring & Blaine church May 14-21. Two weeks a%
tl\BAllo_ were baptized and one identified at Spring

ane.

W. C. Hinton, Jr., Clermont, Ha. — On August 3rd
we will be getting a last look at San Francisco, the
Golden Gate Bridge as we pass under it and out to
sea where we pass close to Alcatraz and then the
water only surrounds us for the 14 day voyage on
the S. S. President Cleveland. To date we are assured
of only $380 ?er month and thus are very interested
in knowing of brethren who would like to join with
us in the task that lies ahead in Japan. We ask that

gou prayerfully consider what you can do to help us
e maintained in Japan for the next three years in
order that we might teach them more. It might be
well to note that when we return we will be the onl
fully conservative preacher working among 100 mil-
lion people or one-half the people in America. M
address until August will be: W. C. Hinton, Jr., 71
unny Dell Drive, Clermont, Ha. 32711.

Thomas G. O'Neal had a religious debate with F.
L. Ray in Murfresshoro, Tennessee, April 17, 18, 20,
21, at the Westvue church building. The first two
nights Ray affirmed that the Baptist church was
scriptural in origin, doctrine and practice, and was
established during the days of Jesus Christ on earth.
The last two nights O'Neal affirmed that the church
of Christ was established on Pentecost after the
resurrection of Christ and is scriptural in origin,
doctrine and practice. The tapes of this discussion
are available from Phillips Publications, P.O. Box
17244, Tampa, Ha. 33612. The four nights discussion
will be $12.00, recorded on four tapes.

Ralph R. Givens, Susanville, Calif. — One has re-
cently been baptized. | will be in a meeting with the
church in Novato, California M ay 14-21.

John W. Pitman, P.O. Box 103, Fayetteville, Ark.
73701 — Any church in the state of Arkansas who
isin need of a preacher | would consider the work.
| am now preaching with the small church at George-
town, Arkansas, but we do not have support. The
work is good and we enjoy it. We would like to stay
but we need support. Heven were baptized in Jan+
uary and two were restored. The contribution pays
for a 15 minute radio program each Sunday morming.
| can be contacted at the above address.

JamesL. Denison, Box 481, High Sorings, Ha. —
| closed a weeks meeting with the church in Mari-
etta, FHorida on April 30th, resulting in one baptism
and three confessions of wro_nP. This was my second
meeting for 1967. Brother Billy Duncan of Trenton,
Florida will hold our meeting at Santa Fe Hills on
May 15-21.

Guy McDaniel, Muscle Shoals, Ala. — Brother
A. C. Grider of Longview, Texas will preach in a
ggspel meeting at Southern Blvd. church of Christ in

effield, Alabama, June 5-11. Services will be at
7:30 each night. Brother Baxter Rose of Muscle
Shoals, Alabama will direct the congregation singing.
All in this area are invited to attend.

Larry A. Bunch, Palmetto, Ha—Need a preacher ?
Any congregation needing someone to conduct a
gospel meeting, please contact Larry A. Bunch, 1613

th &., Palmetto, Ha. 33561. | can come anytime
except June 5-9 and the latter part of July and the
first of August, unless some congregation in Okla-
homa wants a meeting about that time. Edwin Ha¥es
will be in a meeting at Palmetto October 1-7, 1967.

_ Frank Ingram — Bro. Sam Binkley held us a meet-
ing here in Blue Ash, Ohio, the last of April. He
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brought forth splendid gospel lessons and two pre-
cious souls were added and the church strengthened.
Fifty-three souls have been added in my work in the
past four years. Beginning May 21 | will be preach
ing for the church in Brownsburg, Ind. My new ad-
dress will be, P.O. Box 184, Indianapalis, Ind. 46112.

PREACHERWANTED

The Loveland Heights church of Christ is in need
of a full time preacher to begin work in the fall of
1967. This congregation meets in a new building and
is able to fully support a preacher. Present member-
ship is over one hundred. If interested, please con-
tact W. McVey, 1566 W. Loveland Ave., Loveland,
Ohio 45140.

B. G. Hope, 213 E. 12th K., Bowling Green, Ky. —
The members of 12th . and the citizens of the com-
munity had an unusual opgqrtunl from March 26-
April 2 at which time Bro. Clinton Hamilton lectured
and preached the Gospel of Christ at 12th S. church
of Christ. He lectured from Monday '[hl’Ol.égh Friday
on the following subjects. The Living God and God
Is Dead Controversy, The Bible, the Christian and
Science, Creation_or Evolution, The New Moralléy,
License, Responsihility and Intellectual Freedom. On
the Sunday preceding the lectures and on Saturday
night and Sunday following the lectures he preached
five powerful sermons. Among the sermons was one
on the Home, the Bible and Y ou. Bro. Hamilton was
invited to speak before two colloguia at Western Uni-
versity arranged by the philosophy Dept. We were
impressed by the interest of the young people, some
not even members of the church. | know of no one
who can deal with these subjects more effectively
than Bro. Hamilton. It is my personal feeling that
these lectures should be presented all over the coun-
try. Our young people are interested in them. They
have honest questions that need honest and Scrip-
tural answers. Eternity alone will determine the good
%har'][_was done while he was here. We are grateful
0 him.

Gilbert W. Halt, Clarksville, Tenn. — The South
Clarksville congregation had its beginning the first
unday in November, 1965 with eleven people. Snce
that time the congregation has made much progress.
In June of 1966 | moved here from Cambridge City,
Ind. to work with these brethren. We are now meet-
ing in our new building. We have a radio program
Monday-Friday from 1:00 to 1:15 P.M. Our average
attendance for the month of March was 78. This is
the only congregation in Montgqmer?/ County, Tenn.,
that has taken a firm stand against [nstitutionalism.
If the readers of Searching
men who are stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky., who
want to worship with a con?regatlon that Isinsisting
upon Bible authority for all we do, please send us
their names and addresses and we will be glad to
call on them.

Church of Christ, Clermont, Florida —Due to the
fact that the present preacher, W. C. Hinton, Jr., is
leaving in July to continue work in Jgpan, we are
interested in securing a faithful preacher to labor

Scriptures know of

with us. There is good opportunity for growth and
the 35 membersbmeetl ng in their own building, have
no internal problems and work together well. A
preacher's house is provided. We are located 20 miles
due west of Orlando, Ha., the "action center of For-
ida." If interested in working with the brethren at
Clemmont, please contact Turner Hogan, 1115 Chest-
nut Street, Clermont, Ha. 32711, phone 394-4474.

PREACHER WANTED

A gospel preacher is needed at a small church
on the outskirts of Cincinnati, Ohio, on or be-
fore June 1st. Financially able to su port full
time effort. Please contact Charles Proctor at
6538 Don gg Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 or
call 891-1250.

PREACHER WANTED

The 9th Avenue church of Christ in &t. Pe-
tersburg, Forida desires to contact a preacher
of the gospel who may be interested in moving
to labor with this church. Fred Liggin, Jr. is
now with the 9th Avenue church but plans to
go back to Africa January 1, 1968. This congre-
gation plans to help him in this work. We can

rovide adeguate support for the right man.

lease contact Lano Modey, phone: 894-0360
St. Petersburg, or Bob Keannerer, phone: 347-
980 S. Petersburg, Florida. The church build-
ing is located at 1315 Sth Avenue north, S.
Petersburg, FHorida.

JACKSON-CRAFT DEBATE
M arshall E. Patton

On the nights of February 13, 14, 16, 17 it was
my privilege to moderate for brother Maurice W.
Jackson, Jr. of the Slevens Avenue church in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, in his debate with Mr, Richard C.
Craft of the First United Pentecostal Church, also
of Huntsville. The debate was conducted in the
buildings of both churches — two nights each.

This discussion was well attended by the brethren
of each of the men. Of course, our brethren out-
numbered the others, but Mr. Craft's people were
well represented each night — several coming from
distant places. We had brethren present from a large
area including a number of preachers as well as
others from Birmingham and other North Carolina
cities, Georgia Tennessee. Excellent decorum
prevailed throughout the debate. o

The issues involved the Godhead, Holy Spirit
baptism and miracles. Mr. Craft ran the usual course
on the Godhead and did a fair job of representing
the position of his brethren. As a speaker he was
bold, somewhat fluent, but left much to be desired
from the wewgomt of his knowledge and use of
grammar. On the Holy Spirit Mr. Craft had very
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little to present either affirmatively or negatively.
He continually reverted back to the Godhead propo-
sition and used most of his time the last two nights
on the Holy Spirit proposition trying to patch up
his failure on the Godhead issue.

Brother Jackson prepared himself thoroughly for
this debate. He presented some of the best material
| have heard on the subject matter, especially the
Godhead. He could not get Craft to stick with the
Holy Spirit proposition. However, in spite of this
handicap, he did an excellent job of setting forth
the truth on this proposition. Brother Jackson had
his material well arranged and presented it with
force, clarity, and effect. While this was his first
debate of consequence, his conduct was as that of a
veteran. The brethren who heard the debate were
well pleased with and deeply grateful for the ex-
cellent job he did. ) -

Brother Leonard Tyler and brother Colin William-
son assised in a very fine way as time keeper and
operator of the overhead projector and charts re-
spectively. A ﬁood system was employed throughout
in the use of the charts and projector so that neither
side lost one minute of time during the whole debate.

Brother Jackson proved himself to be an able
defender of the truth. He is worthy of confidence and
will do an excellent job when and where ever called
Upon.
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IN THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

E V. E.rr-q||=-,', Jr,
Roubte &, Box 420, Tu'hfll’.‘l Flarida

' ‘ BIBLE WORD STUDIES ‘ |
| |

WORD STUDIES IN NEW TESTAMENT
BENEVOLENCE: No. 4

All students of the New Testament church are
well acquainted with a ministry of benevolence ex-
tended toward the poor saints in Jerusalem during
the close of Paul's third mission tour. Collections
were taken from numerous churches and delivered
by Paul and others, in Jerusdem when, in that city,
Paul's mission labors as such ended. No study of New
Testament benevolence could afford to overlook the
various terms that are used in connection with this
great Judean relief. In addition to these terms there
are several other words that occur in especially out-
tsiglangn% passages. They also should be considered in

IS study. e :

At this point, then, the Judean relief will be studied
first; then the other wordsthat have been mentioned.

KOINONIA

It is stated in Acts 2:42 that the Jerusadem church
continued in koinonia. In most English translations
this word is rendered "fellowship." According to
Moulton the term is used in profane writings to de-
note the closest of all human relationships; e. g.,
the marriage contract. (Vocabulary of the Greek
New Tegtament, p. 351.) But what isthe significance

of the term in Acts 2:427? Obwousl?/, it is not there
sgmfymthhe marriage contract. If | count corre%tgi
the word koinonia occurs nineteen times in the Gr

Testament. Acts 2:42; Rom. 15:26; | Cor. 1:9;
10:16; I Cor. 6:14; 8:4; 9:13; 13:14: Gal. 2:9; Phil.
%:g; 2:1; 3:10, Pnilemon 6; Heb. 13:16; | Jno. 1.3,

“The word koinonia appears to convey at least three
different meanings: first, the share which one has
in anything (Il Cor. 13:14); second, mtercourse[
intimacy, fellowship (Acts 2:42, but I am not at ali
certain that this passage so uses the term); third,
a benefaction jointly contributed (Rom. 15:26).
~ Koinonia and kindred words are basically oppose
in meaning to idios, "one's own." The root of koi-
nonia and kindred terms is koinos, "common." The
Jews used this term in contrast with hagios, " holy."
That which was hagios was set apart for God's use,
while that which was koinos was common, or for
man's use (provided it was not "unclean").

It seems to me that koinonia clearly denotes a
gthcal contribution or alms in Rom. 15:26; |1 Cor.

:4; 9:13; Pnil. 1:5; and Heb. 13:16. Liddell and
Scott define the term "charitable contribution,”
"dms," and cite Rom. 15:26 as a case in point. (L ex-
icon, p. 970.) What this contribution consisted of, |
do not know. The passages cited from Romans and
Corinthians as denoting alms, all refer to the col-
lection taken for the poor saints in Jerusalem. The
reference in Phil. 1.5 is probably to Paul's support
by the Philippian church, Phil. 4:15, 16. The refer-
ence is general in Heb. 13:16.

THE SIX VOLUME
ADAM CLARKE'SCOMMENTARY
NOW IN A NEW ONEVOLUM EEDITION

Ralph Earle Th.D. carefully
~ abridged this scholarly six
‘volume commentary by
~/Adam Clarke into a single
' volume of 1 350 pages. This has
_—. been a standard work for over

...w""i"f / | acentury.
b & 1]
¥ 4 fNow this widely accepted
o4 commentary on the whole Bible

~ can be obtained in this single

volume at a price all can
afford.

e
Only $11.95

Order from:

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS
P. O. Box 17244
Tampa, Horida 33612

FIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR $10.00
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WORSHIP WITH THESE CHURCHES

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

PLEASANT GROVE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets af
PARK RD., PLEASANT GROVE
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
BIELE STUDY ... 10:00 A8,
MORHING WORSHIP L V1100 A,
EVENING WORSHIF e00 P
WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY T30 P

Evangelist: Owen J. Calvert
PHONE: 781-2161

#010412 8 0 LA TN SRR KRR R BRI
TAMPA, FLORIDA

FOREST HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets ot
1011 W. LINEBAUGH AYEMUE
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY . e P AL
MORMIHEG WORSHIP 0,40 A M.
EVEMING WORSHIP . 4:00 P
WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY . 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: H. E. Phillips
PHONE: 35.3681

L PRI AL AT R R T TR REE

MURRAY, KENTUCKY

WEST MURRAY
CHURCH ©F CHRIST
maeets in
5. 18%h & HOLIDAY DR.

Schedule of Servires
LORD'S DAY

BOBLE STUDY . 00000 ALM.
MORMIMNG WORSHIP 1080 A M
EVEMING WORSHIP . §00 P,
WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY _ 700 F.M,

Evangelist: Aude McKee
PHOMNE: 7537788
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ERADENTON, FLORIDA

WEST BRADENTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
1617 104h AVENUE WEST

Schedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
BIELE STUDY LW
MORMHING WORSHIF ... 1045 AM.
EVEMIMG WORSHIF ar00 PM.
7,30 P

WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Evangelist: Olin Hastings
PHONE: 746-0305

AL MR R TR R IR F TR e e e

TAMPA, FLORIDA

SEMINOLE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meek:s at

ROME AYE. B WISHART BLYD.

Sechedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

BIBLE STUDY 5 S AN,
MORNING WORSHIP 1ihd5 A M.
EVEMIMNG WORSHIF ... Geld P.M,
WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY Fril PN

FEuangelist: James P. Miller
James G, Walker

PR T TP g FTILTTAERY TR

OKLAHOMA_CITY, OKLA.

ROCKWELL AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
920 N. ROCKWELL AVENUE

Sehedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

BIBLE STLRDY .

CELE NN

MORMING WORSHIP oo 10648 AW,
EVEMING WORSHIP . E00 PN,
T30 PM,

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Evangelist: Bill MeMuwrry
PHOMNE: SU 51428

CNTR T TR T TR E R Eas TR (R TR ER L TLL PR TTRIELI AT

MIAMI, FLORIDA

NORTH MIAMI AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meeks at
143rd ST. & NO. MIAMI AYE.

Schedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY ... ... 10:00 A.M,
HORHIHG WORSHIP 1100 AW,
EVENING WORIHIF L DO M.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ... 7:30 P.M.

Evangelizt: Bobby Thompson
PHOMNE: &85-3203

ERLIL T Ra RN L TTALR ot ST DRI RR R LI [T TR AT 1]

DECATUR, GEORGIA

GLENWOOD HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets ot
2957 GLENWOOD ROAD

Sehedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY ... 10:00 &,
BORHEHG W{!HHIP 1000 A,
EVENING WORSHIP 700 PoM,
WEDMESDAY BIBLE STUDY FiI0 P

Evangelist: J. Edward Nowlin
PHONE: 177-7782
SRR TR R T

s AL EL T P T |

JACKSON, TENMESSEE

HOLLYWOOD DRIVE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
moeets af
H'WOOD DR. AT HATTON

Sehedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY .. ... . 10,00 A M,
MORNING WORSHIP 1100 A_M.
EYEMING WORSHIF G0 P,
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY . 7,30 Pl

Evangelist: 1. Earl Fly
PHOMT: 434.2831

LR L R L T T RTEE et TIN R TRl 1T ATERTRRTITTH | 1]

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

HYDE PARK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
mests ab
CORMER LAKE WEIR &
COMANT AVEMUE

Schedule of Services

LORD'S DA
BIBLE STUDY . S— [l
MORMING WORSHIF ... 1100 &AM,
EVENING WORSHIP . 700 PM
WEDMESDAY SIBLE STUDY. 7:43 P

Evangelist: Ramie Rhoden

PHONE: 781-5704

ELM STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
1425 ELM STREET. S.W.

Sehedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

BILE STUDY .oicenmino, 10200 MM,
MOIRNI NG WORSH|PF TH.00 A M,
EYENING WORSHIP . &0 FOM.
WEDMESDAY BISLE STUDY 700 P,

Evangelist: Dennis L. Reed
PHOME: TEE-8333

MURFREESBORD, TENNESSEE

WESTYUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
318 KINGS HIGHWAY

Schedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
MELE STUDY . P48 AM,
WORNING WORSHIP i35 AM,
EVENING WORIHIP 700 PM.
WEDMESDAY BIRLE STUDY T P.M,
Evangelist: Thomas G. 0" Neal

FHOMNE: §93-3155

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

HOLDEN HEIGHTS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
1000 22nd STREET

Schedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
WIBLE STUDY . . . BB AW,
MORHING WORSHIF ... 10:50 Adw
EVEN NG WORSHIF 700 P
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY . 7.30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Ward
PHONE: 424-3533

L Eai T R F TR TR DR TR AR ETRTTR A TATT 1

LOUISYILLE, KENTUCKY

EXFRESSWAY
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meeks ot
4437 SOUTH &th STREET

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
MORMNING WORSHIP
BIBLE STUDY
EVEMING WORSHIP Gl P.M
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Fel0 POM.

Evangelist; Jas, P, Nepdham
PHOME: 284-0884

9,00 Ak,
10:00 A M.

T R T T TR T T T

PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

25th STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
1.3 Mi, from Hwy. 90 an
Chico Rd.

Behedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY . ... . 10700 A M.
ORI NG WORSHIP . 100 A M,
EVEMING WORSHIP. ... &30 B.M.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Ted0 P.M.,

Evangelist: Diick Blackford
PHOME: 4759354

LU DR TRRTE  EIR TR R R T RTEL (LRI EEEA

TR

T

MIAMI, FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
1450 S.W. 24¢h AVEMNUE
[Coral Gables area)

Sehedule of Services

LORD'S DAY
BIBLE STUDY X TR
MORMING WORSHIP 1100 & W
EVEMING WORSHIP 00 P,
WEDNESDAT BIELE STU STUDY . 7.30 P

Evangelist: Tum 3. Bunting
PHOME: 443-3376

ADVERTISE FOR $5.00 PER MONTH — $60.00 PER YEAR
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MASHVYILLE, TENNESSEE |

FRANKLIN ROAD
CHURCH OF CHRIST
maets at
3915 FRANKLIN ROAD

THIS SPACE

Schedule of Services £5.00
LORD'S DAY
PER MONTH

rafrsg: 13 W. O

PHOME: 83I-P45¢

ADVERTISE FOR $5.00 PER MONTH -

GLORIFYING AND GLAMORIZING SIN
Donald R. Givens, Novate, Calif.

'Let us get rid of this silly idea called 'sin’." "We
must be free to act as we please." "If you like it —
then it's right.” "All rules and restraints of morality
are out-dated.” "We need a new code of morals to fit
our advanced sophisticated age." _

These are some of the ideas we are hearing today.
This generation has decided that we need a "new
morality." In the newspapers, in the movies, on the
radio and television today we hear the cry for a "new
and sophisticated code of morality.” And we are see-ing
the results of this loose and "unrestrained think-ing
aso. Crimes of all types are rapidly incressing;
divorces; and illegitimate births are multiplying: and
never before has this nation seen sin glorified and
glamorized as it is now. | am a young man but | have
seen our country decline morally even in the lagt few
years. Why, for example, things are shown on tele-
vision now that even a few years ago would have
never been filmed, much less accepgted by the public.
But now we wink at the sins exhibited and call the
sinners "swingers." If you are not revelling with the
"swingers' you are a "square.” Today we see such
repulsive and revolting, lascivious and lewd programs |
as "Shindig" and "Hullabaloo® and many other pro-
grams which feature teenagers (ﬁlnd even wp}posed(ly

mature'? adults) going through all sorts of torrid,
sensual, and s Jdive movements and bodily con
tortions. It is nothing but sin glorified and glamor-
ized. No wonder some teenagers act the way they do if
they have such programs as this to feast their minds
and eyes upon. (We can be thankful that there are many
fine teenagers who are Christians and who act like
s_ucichla)nd refuse to be led by the revellings of the
sinful.

It 1s not a problem of immorality that only teen-
agers have succumbed to. Oh no, many, many adults
are also crying for a "new morality"™ and freedom
to sin as they please.

- WORSHIP WITH THESE CHURCHES |

$60.00 PER YEAR

But friend, let it be truthfully said that this "new
morality" is NEITHER "NBN" NOR "MORAL." It is
nothing but the OLD IMMORALITY! This old
immorality is on the increase. We can look into the
Old Testament and see the sinful condition of Israel
as she turned aw\%_from the true and living God and
became a harlot. Wickedness was glorified and glam-
orized back then |!1ust as it is today. Notice some pas-
sages from Isaiah:

" Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,

a seed of evil-doers, children that deal corruptly!

they have forsaken Jehovah, they have despised

the Holy One of Israel, they are estranged and
one backward" (1:4). _

/oe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their
own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!"
(5:20,21)

Does this sound like a description of our own age?

Listen also to some passages from Jeremiah:

"How can | pardon thee? thy children have
forsaken me, and swom by them that are no
gods. When | had fed them to the full, they
committed adultery, and assembled themselves in
troops at the harlots' houses; they were as fed
horses roaming at Iarge; every one neighed after
his neighbor's wife" (5:7,8). Looks like Judah had
some of the same morality _ _

problems that the United States has! Listen again:
"For from the least of them even unto the
greatest of them everyone is given to covetous-
ness, (how true this is in the 20th century!
drg) and from the prophet even unto the priest
everyone dealeth falsely ... Were they ashamed
when they had committed abominations? nay,
they were not at all ashamed, neither could they
blush" (6:13,15).

Again, how very aptly this describes our generation.

We have become so used to sin that no longer are we



ashamed and no longer do we blush. Grandmother
would have certainly blushed; mother might have
blushed a little: but daughter is one of the "sophis-
ticated swingers" and she does not blush at all' But
listen again to the very next verse:

"Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and

see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good

ways: and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls; but they said, We will not walk

therein" (6:16).

Yes, the way of Jehovah, the "old paths' is the good
way! If we will walk within the old paths we shall
find rest for our souls. But, just as Judah did, the
[%e?fle of today cry: "We will NOT walk therein!"
oday sin is glamorized by making it attractive and
enticing. Certainly there are "pleasures in sin," but
remember it is only "for a season,” and that the
"wages of sin is death." o
omen dressed (and undressed!) in immodest af&
parel is one enticement that is used very frequently
% seI_II the public everything from automobiles to
r-oil.

All that many individuals want out of life is a
"thrill" and a "fast buck," and they will sink to any
degth to get it. ) )

~But no matter how much we glorify or glamorize

sin—it is still actually ugll)(,_ repulsive and soul-
damning. You will go to hell if you succumb to the
"thrills of sin." The devil loves to have people cry
for "uninhibited and unrestrained morality” and
"free love." Satan must be gloating, clapping his
hands, and shouting for glee as he observes his con-
verts trying to tear down God's laws of morality
presented in the Bible. )

Do not be fooled! Righteousness is the way of cour-
age, conviction, and eternal reward. Immorality is
the way of eternal doom. _

May we never, never forget that " Righteousness
exalted a nation; But sin is areproach to any people"
(Proverbs 14:34).

Raturs Postoge Guoranlesd

F"hi“ips Publications

P. &. Bax 17344

TAMPA, FLORIDA 33812

FIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR $10.00

Renew your subscription free with four other sub-
scriptions. Send them today with $10.00.

Tapes
of the
DODGE-WILSON DEBATE
" An unusual debate"
Payette, Idaho January 30,
31; February 1, 2, 1967

Proposition first two nights: "The Kingdom, which is God's govern-
ment, was established in the year 1914 A.D.'

Affirms: Charles C. Dodge, Jehovah's Witness
Denies: John W. Wilson, Christian

Proposition last two nights: "The scriptures teach that man has a soul
or spirit which isimmortal."

Affirms: John W. Wilson, Christian
Denies: Charles C. Dodge, Jehovah's Witness

This is a good debate recorded on new Mylar (polyester) 1 1/2 mil.
tape on 7" reels. Recorded at 3 3/4 i.p.s. Any defective tape or
recording will be replaced free of charge.

FOUR NIGHTS — FOUR REELS — $12.00

PHILLIPSPUBLICATIONS

P. O. Box 17244
TAMPA, ALORIDA 33612

JUSTOFF THEPRESS . ..
QUEST FOR A CHRISTIAN AMERICA

By David Edwin Harrell, Jr.

A thorough and scholarly work on the history of
Disciples of Chrig from 1800 to 1865. This valuable
volume, completely documented, has just been re-
leased. A second volume is being written to take the
history to 1900. This rich material should be read
by every Christian. Order your copy today.

Volume | —$5.95

Order from:
PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box 17244

Tampa, Horida 33612

BALLARD — O'NEAL DEBATE

Murfreesboro, Tennessee
June 13, 14, 16, 17, 1966
P. D. Bollard (Baptist) —Thomas G. O'Neal (Christian)

Recorded on new strong 1 1/2 mil Mylar (polyester)
tape, each night clearly recorded on one tape at 3 3/4
speed and can be played on any recorder using a 7"
reel.

June 13, 14 — Proposition: " The Scriptures teach
that baptism in water is for (in order to obtain) re-
mission of sins."

T. G. O'Neal affirms— P. D. Bollard denies

June 16, 17 — Proposition: The Scriptures teach
that a child of God (one washed in the blood of
Christ) cannot so sin asto befinally lost in hell."

P. T. Bollard affirms— T. G. O'Neal denies.

The Entire Debate on Four Tapes —$12.00
Order from:
PHILLIPSUBLICATIONS
P. O. Box 17244
Tampa, Horida 33612






