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These were more nohle than those in
Thessulonica, in that they recewved the
word  with all readiness of mind, and
sedarched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so" — Acts 17:11
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THESYNAGOGUEIN JAMES 2:2
Ferrell Jenkins, Akron, Ohio

Our brethren who s_u&aesrt human benevolent in-
stitutions such as Mid-Western Childrens Home
encounter many difficulties. The chief one being the
lack of scriptural authority for such arrangements.
They have soug'?t for the authority in James 1:26-27.
This argument has been frequently answered in the
following ways: (1) It is directed to the individual
Christian, as the context clearly shows; (2) Even if
the passage were directed to the local church it does
not authaorize the church to make contributions to
a human ingtitution. o o

The next step for the ingtitutionalist is to run to
James 22, "For if there come unto your assembly
a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there
come in also a poor man in vile raiment; (3) And ye
have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing,
and say unto him, St thou here in a good place; and
say to the poor, Stand thou here, or sit here under
my footstool:" (King James Versmn%. From this
passa%e they conclude that the assembly means the
a?Qiurc and that James 1:26-27 involves church

on.

In my debate with bro. Larry Hood at Central
City, Ky., in 1964, he made that argument. When |
replied as | am about to here he made no further
comment about James 2:2. In the debate with bro.
Bill Heinsdman in Akron, last December, he briefl
mentioned the point without making what | consid-
ered a significant argument on it and | did not have
the occasion to mention it. In the December GRATIS
he said this. 'Besides the context of James 1:27 in-
glléqes the church. Note the word ‘assembly’ in James

MY ANSWER

~ The word which is translated assembly in the KJV
is the Greek word wré%gg?e (pronounced suna-go-
GAY). The word is use times in the New Testa-
ment and in the KJV is translated " synagogue” in
all except two places. In Acts 13:43 it Is "congrega-
tion," and in James 2.2, "assembly.” | am confident
that there is sufficient evidence to conclude that suna-
oge in James 2:2 means the BUILDING and not
the gathering. If thisis so it seems highly precarious
for a preacher to seek to prove a point which has
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torn asunder the body of Christ on such guestionable
proof. Below is my evidence.

TRANSLATIONS OF SYNAGOGUE

The KJV has assembly; The New American
Standard Bible has assembly, with the footnote,
"or, synagogue." The American Standard has syna-
&o ue in the text, with a footnote, "or, assem %s

otherham, in The Emphasized New Testament,
synagogue. The New English Bible says place of
wor ship. From this we conclude that the translators
had some difficulty in determining which was the
correct word in this place.

THE GREEK LEXICONS

An appeal to the lexicons of the Greek will also
show uncertainty on this point. It is important to
distinguish between the definition given by the lexi-
cpgrag}er and the application or comments made by
Qn& tch works are simply the "tools' of the Bible

udent.

1 Bagster's Analytical Greek Lexicon |o 385:"a
coilecting, gathering; a Christian assembly or con-
%r@mlon, a 2:2; the congregation of a synagogue,

c. 9:2, et. al.; hence, the place itsdf, a synagogue,
Lu. 75, et. al.” _ _

2. Thayer, Greek English Lexicon of the New
Testament, p. 600: "...the name (synagogue) is
transferred to an assembly of Christians formally
gathered for religious purposes, Jas. 2:2 .. ."
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3. Arndt and Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament, p. 790: "b. a Christian assem-
bly-place can also be meant in Js. 2:2." This is the
latest and most fully informed lexicon available.

From this brief survey one can easily see that the
word sunagoge can have either the meaning assem-
bly or assembly-place (synagogue).

THE COMMENTARIES

When we investigate the commentaries we do not
accept a thing because a man says so, but we examine
his reasons In order that we may draw our own con-
clusions. The commentaries cited here are based on
the Greek text.

1 Lenski, The Interpretation of the Epistle to the
Hebrews and the Epistle of James, p. 564. Lenski
translates the word as "synagogue." He says, "We
take sunagoge to mean 'a synagogue of yours," for
James mentions the places in it: 'here," a prominent
place, 'there,” an obscure place. 'Assembly"’ is not the
meaning, for the fact that the congregation is as-
sembled in its place of meeting is self-evident."”

2. Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New
Testament, 1:737: "In this passage alone the word
is distinctly applied to a Christian assembly or place
of worship. The simplest explanation appears to be
that the word designates the place of meeting for the
Christian body, James using the word most familiar
to the Jewish Christians . . ."

3. Cambridge Greek Testament, p. 30: "It is at
any rate clear that the sunagoge here mentioned is
a Christian and not a Jewish place of assembly."

4. Macknight, Apostolical Epistles, p. 590-591.:
"The word sunagoge sometimes denotes an assembly
of persons, sometimes the house in which such an
assembly is held. Here 'your synagogue' does not
mean a Jewish synagogue, but the house or room
where the Christians assembled for worship . . ."

5. Rackham, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 79: "The
Christians indeed, as we see from James 2:2, con-
tinued to call their places of meeting in Jerusalem
synagogues: but the body which met there was the
ecclesia (church) (Jas. 5:14)."

The conclusion, based on the evidence presented by
these men who are experts in the Greek language,
indicates that sunagoge meant Jewish synagogues
in which Christians met or that the term was used
of some other meeting place of Christians.

USE IN SCRIPTURE

With the foregoing information before us | be-
lieve that the safest way to determine what sunagoge
means in James 2:2 is by the use of the word In
other passages and the context.

1. Sunagoge was used of material buildings. Ac-
cording to Luke 7:5 a synagogue was built. Matt. 6:5
points out that hypocrites love to stand and pray in
the synagogues. The scribes and Pharisees loved "the
chief seats in the synagogue"” (M att. 23:6). Note
that the sunagoge was (1) BUILT, (2) had CHIEF
SEATS, (3) and that one could STAND in it.

2. The early Christians sometimes met in syna-
gogues. In his persecution of the church (ecclesia)
Saul sought letters unto Damascus "unto the syna-
gogues." In these he expected to find some who were
"of the Way" (Acts 9:2). Saul later told the Lord
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that he "imprisoned and beat in every synagogue
them that believed on thee" (Acts 22:19). See also
Acts 26:11. Remember that the Christians met on
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Synagogues
would not be of much use to the Jews on the first day
of the week. Christians of our time often meet in
lodge halls and public school buildings without ap-
proving other activities conducted in the same build-
Ing at another time. Another possible interpretation,
according to the evidence above, is that the term sun-
agoge was applied to an assembly-place of Christians
other than the Jewish synagogue.

3. How the word is used in James. James was writ-
ten to "the twelve tribes which are of the Disper-
sion" (James 1:1). These were Jews by birth, but
now Christians (1:2). They may have been meeting
in synagogues as indicated above.

In James 2:3 we learn that one could "sit" or
"stand" in the sunagoge. This harmonizes with what
we learned about synagogues in point one. The
church was commanded to "assemble" (Heb. 10:25)
and a place was necessarily implied. The Christians
sometimes met in a "house" (Rom. 16:5) and some-
times in a synagogue and possibly other places.

CONCLUSION

It is not our purpose in this article to argue that
the word sunagoge in James 2:2 must, beyond a sha-
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dow of a doubt, mean an "assembly-place”; | believe
that the evidence favors this position. My purpose
has been to show that .when institutionalists seek
to prove that James 1:27 involves the church by
turning to James 2:2 they are resting their case on
mlghty shaky ground. How would you react if we
had to build our case for baptism, singing, the Lord's
Supper, etc. on such questionable proof? )

ne of the important and generally recognized
rules of Bible study is that "No important teaching
or practice is to be based upon doubtful or ambiguous
Scriptures’ (Kendrick, Rules of Bible Sudy, p. 90).
Our desire is that all men would return to that pat
in religion which is unquestionably right and can-

not be wrong.
— 491 E. Woodsdale Ave.

—
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- WORD STUDIES
PO in the Hebrew
Old Testament

2721 North Pecan St, Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

FOOL
Part Two

~ The Hebrew word most frequently translated 'fool’
in the O.T. is KESIL. It is also used maost often in
Proverbs. KESIL is from a root word meaning to be
dull or duggish and suggeds a slow, sdf-confident
person (Prov. 14:16). The idea of impiety and un-
godliness are often implied.

The self-confident fool hates kn_owledge (Prov.
1:22); delights not in understanding (18:2); it is
his sport to do mischief (10:23; his heart proclaim-
eth foolishness (12:23) ; his mouth poureth out folly
(15:2) ; he retains anger (Eccl. 7:9) ; and is associ-
ated with slander (Prov. 10:18) and evil (13:19%.

KESIL is a kindred word to NABAL. It is often
used in the context with the idea of wisdom and dis-
tinguishes between a wise man and a fool.

"The fool was he who was thoughtless, careless,
conceited, sdf-sufficient, indifferent to God and His
Will, or who might even onose and scoff at religion
and wise ingtruction” (1.S.B.E. p. 1124).
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Please check your expiration date indicated on
your address place and if your subscription has
expired, send your renewal today. This will
assure continuation of Searching The Scrip-
tures for another year.

DOIT TODAY!
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Comments to the Editors

"I enjoy reading the paper and get much informa-
tion from the "articles which | treasure." — Mrs.
Goldie McAlister, Lakeland, Fla. _ )

"I certainly do enjoy reading Searching The Scrip-
tures and look forward to receiving it each month.
Y ou have one of the finest papers in print and | know
ICt) r(IJIoes much good." — Roy F. Bunting, Barnesville,

0.

"We appreciate Searching The Scriptures very
much. We hope and pray if it will be God's will you
all will be able to continue the good work you are
t(_'jom I —Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Whisenant, Bailey-
on, Ala.

"Enjog very much Searching The Scriptures.” —
Lyle A. Berry, Olney, Ill. )

"I enjoy reading the paper and receive a great deal
g\f&)eneflt from it.” — M able Woodrome. PRne BIuff,

r

"Very enli hteningLand according to the word."
—E. R, Gunchin, I__oc1port, .
"I enjoy Searching The Scriptures as much as any
rBeIILlﬁloKskpaper | receive.” — Leonard Reid, Pine
, Ark.

"God bless you both for the time and much work
you put in to get that wonderful paper out every
month." — Horence Jedlicka, Hialeah, Ha.

"I do enjoy Searchlnc};_ The Scriptures so much.
Thanks to the one who first put me on the mailing
list." —James Blount, Ajo, Ariz.

"Thank you for a continuing fine publication. We
read it, appreciate it, and often fail to express that
appreciation, I'm afraid. Keep up your good work!"
— Mrs. Hugh W. Dawvis. )

"We enjoy Searchlnﬁ; The Scr\lﬁtures very much.
Keep up the good work." — C. W. Raymer, Louis-
ville, Ky.

"The paper is more attractive because of the re-
cent changes which you have made. The features you
are offering monthly are excellent. 1 do not enjo¥ the
letters which you publish from time to time. They
should be published because they give you an oppor-
tunity to show the prejudice, fuzzy thinking, and in
some cases animosity which exists among those who
are of the anti pattern persuasion. But how could any
right thinking person enjoy being made to realize
that some of his brothers and sisters in Christ are
in such a condition? | look forward to receiving the
paper each .month." — Fred A. Shewmaker, Wil-
mington, Ohio. _

"Thanks for your good effort to keep the faith
once delivered to the saints." — J. P. Halbrook, Jr.,
Belle Glade, Ha

"I enjoy the paper very much. . . M_(ajly the Lord
bless Xou In your efforts" — Bob Harkrider, Caring-
bah, Australia. _ _

"I enjoy reading Searching The Scriptures very
much. | only wish many of our own supposed to be
conservative brethren would do a little more search-
ing instead of so much talking about things they
know nothing about. . . | wish both of Y_?u along and
prosperous lite" — Earl F. Pettyjohn, Houston, Tex.
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THEOPHILUS

from the
Great Physician—
Jesus Christ

Dr. W P McElwain, 696 Providence Road, Lexington, Ky 40504

SMOKING

The Public Health Service is required to submit
regular reports on the Congress on the health con-
sequences of smoking. This they did recently in a
publication "The Health Consequences of Smoking,
A Public Health Service Review: 1967 (PHS Publi-
cation, 1966. Revised 1968). They reviewed the re-
search which has been done since 1964 when the
original Surgeon General's Report was published.
This report concluded, "Cigarette smoking is a
health hazard of sufficient importance in the United
States to warrant remedial action.”

The present report is summarized as follows:

1 Cigarette smokers have substantially higher
rates of death and disability than their nonsmoking
counterparts in the population. This means that cig-
arette smokers tend to die at earlier ages and experi-
ence more days of disability than comparable non-
smokers. _ _ _

2 A substantial portion of earlier deaths and ex-
cess disability would not have occurred if those
affected had never smoked. _ _

3. If it were not for cigarette smoking, practically
none of the earlier deaths from lung cancer would
have occurred; nor a substantial portion of the ear-
lier deaths from chronic broncho-pulmonary diseases
(commonly diagnosed as chronic bronchitis or pul-
monary emphysema or both) ; nor a portion of the
earlier deaths of cardiovascular origin. Excess dis-
ability from chronic pulmonary and cardiovascular
diseases would also be less. ) _

4. Cessation or appreciable reduction of cigarette
smoking could delay or overt a substantial portion of

C e

Robert A. West, 6171 Hudson Street, Orlando, Flomda 32808

deaths which occur from lung cancer, a substantial
ortion of the earlier deaths and excess disability
rom chronic broncho-pulmonary diseases, and a por-
tion of the earlier deaths and excess disability of
cardiovascular origin, (p. 3&4 of the Report)

What else can one say ? It could be noted that nu-
merous studies financed by the tobacco industry
have failed to show any relationship between snok-
ing and cancer. It is interesting that the above cited
Report says it is no longer a question of "does cig-
arette smoking cause disease?’, but rather how
much does it cause?

One of the jokes that used to go around when |
was a boy concerned the brother who was trying to
get another brother to %It sm(_)klnﬁ. The smoker re-
plied that he didn't think smoking harmed his health
so he didn't know what he had to gain by quitting.
To this came the response that while it might not
be known what effect quitting would have on his
Be?tlth it was certain that it would make him smell

etter.
~ Wél now it has been settled. If you will quit smok-
ing you will not only smell better but your health
will be better too.

L+]
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| EVOLUTION

OR
CREATION™®?

Paul Foutz, 8230 S Laramie Avenue, Qak Lawn, llinois 6045%

CREATION? OR EVOLUTION?
BOTH ACCEPTED "BY FAITH"
No. 2

The battle continues unabated between these two
postions and mas, EVOLUTION and NATUR-
ALISM versus CREATION and SUPERNATUR-
ALISM. Both involve the c1uest|on or "origins' —
the universe, this planet, all forms of life, animal
and plant, and finally the spiritually endowed bein
MAN. As mentioned in last month's article all o
these involve matters about which man can have no
personal knowledge. Neither the Evolutionist nor the
Creationist was present when these various things
came into existence. All any man can know about
the past (and the issue discussed here certainly in-
volves events of the far distant past) is élg BY
MEMORY (what he contacted, saw, heard, did, had
demongtrated, etc.), and (2) BY TESTIMONY. And
both the creationist and evolutionist depend on the
latter, not the former. _

Quote often the Bible believer, who accepts "the
beginning” and "creation" as set forth in the Bible,
is ridiculed, in various ways, for holding this posi-
tion. He is said to be a "fundamentalist," "ignor-
ant,” "irrational," or "superstitious,” because what
he believes cannot be accepted "scentifically” —
cannot be a "fact." And, there is nothing that pro-
vokes ridicule more than the fact his system is based
gPon, and accepted by, "faith." The evolutionist is

ways talklngf] about the creationist and religionist
and his "FAITH," and ignorance and " superstition”
are equated with it. We are asked by the evolution-
ary adherents, "Did you ever see God, or do you
know of anyone else who has? Did you see the uni-
verse originate, or do you know of anyone who did?
Did you see when how life came into existence ?
Did you, or anyone you know of, ever see animals,
such as reptiles and anthropoids, when they first be-
gan to be such? And, were you present to observe,
personally, when and how the firsds man BECAME a
man? or, from what he originated?" Of course, to
all of these questions, as far as any other HUM AN
is concerned, the answer would have to be, "No."

Then he will begin to ridicule and endeavor to
point up our "ignorance" b{ commenting, "and yet
you swallow 'creation' hook, line and sinker. You
superstitiously accept the old legend and tradition
about how these things came to be and you just ac-
cept it all 'by faith." " Now, when someone like this
thinks he had made his point and exposed you rather
thoroughly because of your "FAITH," ask him a
few questions like these: "Have you ever seen, or

do you know of any human being who has ever seen,
life (a living being coming into being from inorganic
dead) matter regardless of its ‘combinations” and
ow many 'building blocks' were involved ? Have you
ever seen, or has anyone else ever seen, any one-
celled creature become two, four, eight, sixteen
celled creatures, or a multi-celled creature? Have
you ever obsarved, and has ANY human being ob-
served, an amoeba turn into a salamander? An in-
vertebra become a vertebra? A reptile change into
a bird? a creature without sex to one with sexual
capacities? A creature with intelligence, moral ca-
pacity, and spiritual endowment into one with all
of these? An anthropoid (such as ape or gorilla
into half man, near man? Or ANY OF THOSE JUS
MENTIONED INTO MAN?" If your querist is hon-
est and objective he will also have to answer in the
negative. And yet he "swallows, hook, line and
sinker," a dogma or myth for which he has no hint
of FACTUAL PROOF. The Evolutionist teacher or
student accepts something which cannot be proved
by experimentation; it cannot be demonstrated in
the laboratory; it is NOT going on today. It IS NOT
and CANNQT, therefore, be a FACT, based upon
scientific evidence. It is a philosophy — a dogma —
which he accepts "BY FAITH." ]

But he is not only "in the same boat" with the
creationists (which he doesn't like to admit) but he
is in far worse shape, because the oné/y wag these
two T[i)_?stlons |nvoIV|r(1jg doctrines ACCEPTED BY
FAITH, can or should be resolved is by the NA-
TURE, CHARACTER, QUALITY, AND KIND OF
TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH
THE "FAITH" OF EITHER IS BASED. The crea
tionist welcomes such testing and comparison. His
confidence is because he has a wealth of confirmed
and documented evidence sustaining his position; he
has the testimony of the DIVINE BEINGS WHO
ALONE WERE PRESENT WHEN ALL OF THE
THINGS PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED HAD
THEIR ORIGIN. And the very science the evolu-
tionists profess to rely upon gives any intelligent

rson a thousand times more scientific proof for

lief in creation than it does for evolution. AL-
THOUGH WE WILL EXAMINE IN DETAIL ALL
THEIR SO-CALLED PROOFS FOR EVOLUTION
LATER, ask the evolutionist, who confronts you
"what fact of 'science’ and what demonstration o
'science’ can be brought forth to bear witness for
the fact of evolution from amoeba to man?"

To point up what KIND of faith the evolutionist
has and how strong and durable is the foundation
upon which it rests | want to quote from A. G. Til-

, in EVOLUTION PRO “MOVEMENT, Pam-
phlet No. 133, Jan. 1966. His article is headed
SCIENTIFIC FAITH AND EVOLUTIONARY
CREDULITY, " "When men cease to believe in God,
sad G. K. Chesterton, 'they do not believe in noth-
mg ; they believe in anythgngé_— hence the paradoxi-
cal epithet of believing disbelievers. M an knows so
little, depends upon so much, that he is by his ver
nature compelled to breathe and live, drink and wal
(if not drive) by faith. But faith perverted and un-
warranted, unlimited and unjustified, is not REAL
faith, but credulity. When faith walks out by the
door, credulity flies in at the window. Science is
based upon faith. — and is justified by its fruits; it
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works; it gets you there. The discoveries of men of
faith — who assumed that the universe must be
taken seriously — that it was not 'a hoax or a night-
mare’ — that it was a unity, that its study led some-
where, got them somewhere — in_astronomy, in
chemistry, in chemistry, in physics, in Science gen-
erally. Their predictions came true — the calcula-
tions preceding the successful journey of Mariner
IV worked;—(other illustrations cited — P1F"I)

"But the CREDULITY — the MISBEGOTTEN,
MISGUIDED, MISTAKEN, MISAPPLIED FAITH
OF EVOLUTIONISTS —HAS GOTTEN THEM
NOWHERE, THUS PROVING THAT EVOLUTION
IS NOT SCIENTIFIC, NOT SCIENCE AT ALL.
DARWIN CREDULOUSLY BELIEVED THAT
FURTHER DIGGING WOULD DISCLOSE THE
LOST PAGES OF THE VOLUME OF THE
STRATA, — HE WAS WRONG. HIS FOLLOWERS
CREDULOUSLY BHIEVED THAT EXTRA
HUNT-ING WOULD BRING TO LIGHT THE
'MISSING LINK' —THEY WEREWRONG. IT WAS
CREDULOUSLY BELIEVED THAT
UNDISPUTED PRE-CAMBRIAN FOSSILS.
FILLING IN THEGAP OR GULF OF THE FIRST
THREE-QUARTERS OF UNDISCOVERED
SELF-EVOLVINC LIFE, WOULD IN TIME BE
FOUND —THE CREDUL-ITY WAS WRONG. IT

WAS CREDULOUSLY BELIEVED AND
DECLARED HALF A CENTURY_AGO) THAT
LIFE WOULD BE SYNTHESIZED IN THE

LABORATORY —BUT DESPITE THE BOAST
CURRENT IN THE 'SUN' (7/12/65) UNDER
'MRONTIERS OF SCIENCE', 'FAITH' IS ONCE
MORE MISBEGOTTEN, HAS BEEN AND WILL
BE, PROVED WRONG. ITWASCREDULOUSY
BELIEVED THAT MAN WOULD GET TO THE
END OF MATTER, BUT AFTER THE ADDI-TION
OF OVER A HUNDRED PARTICLES, MAT-TER
IS NOW SEEN TO BEM ORE INTELLI-GENTLY
AND SECURELY PATTERNED THAN EVER.
When a young man, Huxley read a sentence in Lord
Morley's essays, The next task of science will be to
create a religion for humanity." The words went
home. They suddenly led him to believe that it was
his mission in life to create such a religion. That is
why he has adopted and boosted the pseudo-science
of the Jesuit gfeolo ist Teilhard de Chardin as the
most wonderful philosophy and theol ever. BUT
IT IS SHEER CREDULITY — BOUNDLESS AND
GROUNDLESS 'FAITH! NEVER TO BE
FULFILLED: 'Evolution, from cosmic star-dust to
human society, is a continuous process. It trans-
forms the world-stuff ... it is creative' (Evol. Eth-
ics, 1943). Teilhard, starting from nothing at all,
nevertheless ends, with EVOLUTIONARY CRED-
ULITY, at the Omega Rinciple — amidst the smoke
of the Indian rope-trickster" (pages 34). (to be
continued)
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BIBLES AND BOOKS
Do you need a Bible, commentary, reference book,
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We can get any book in print for you.

Using the
SWORD OF

THE SPIRIT

Eugene Britnell, 8909 Mayflower Road, Little Rock, Ark 72205

"EATING IN TH’\I? I\/IZEETING HOUSE"
0.

~ We continue our study of the use of church_ build-
ings. These lessons are, at least in part, areview of
an article under the above heading which was writ-
ten by a gospel preacher and college professor. (See
the first article in the August issue.) o

"If 1 Corinthians 11:22, 34 means that Christians
cannot eat in a building, in which they assemble for
worship then where did Priscilla and Aquila eat
(Rom. 16:3-5) ? Did Paul deprive them of the very
place where he told the Corinthians they could eat
— their house or home ? Their home was the meet-
ing house of the church. Was it wrong to have a
kitchen in it?" _

In reEIy to this, | shall quote from an article by
Robert L. Willis in replé to one by Burton Coffman
which ed in the GOSPEL ADVOCATE, Feb-
ruary 20, 1964 o

"The sophism that the earlii_church met in private
homes in which there were kitchens, and thus it is
right to have kitchens in our church buildings today
is plain foolishness. We may point out that the early
church in all likelihood, in some areas, met in pri-
vate homes where the barn for the animals was an
integral part of the buildings. This, however, would
not justify the building of barns onto our church
buildings today. The church today must meet in
certain areas in dance halls and other such build-
ings. This does not mean that WHAT we may find
in these buildings should be a part of the church
building when such is later erected. If all of us would
become as concerned about working for the Lord as
we are about eating and drinking and playing, we
would probably become a little more successful in
our religious action. There are some in the church
today who seemto think that the whole sum total
of Christianity is to 'eat, drink and be merry." About
all they know how to do isdrink coffee and play."

Our brother asked the question: "Is it wrong to
eat in a meeting house but right to drink there? |
Cor. 11:22, 34 speaks of drinking as well as egting."

Providing drlnkln? water, like rest rooms, is es-
sential in an assembl;(/_ of people, and is in no sense
parallel to a church kitchen. He does not use com-
mon sense nor take the context into consideration.

In further consideration of the above question, the
{Qllowmg quotation is worthy of careful considera-
ion:

"We are greser_lted the argument that if | Corin-
thians 11:22 forbids 'Church Kitchens' it also for-
bids drinking fountains. Superficially plausible, in-
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deed, but what honest student of the holy scriptures
would declare the drinking mentioned here to be the
same as the drinking at the water fountains in our
buildings of today. Does not prudence grant that
whatever the specific acts of that distant day, which
the inspired apostle forbade, the lessons for us hold
forth a warning against mixing the world in the
service and worship of the church? Does the par-
taking of a drink of water at the fountains we have
today enter any way into the service and worship
to God?

"Acceptable service to God is a 'heart' service.
Respect and worship to God is paid understandingly.
It therefore must be done by plan and intention cor-
rectly founded to be acceptable in the sight of God.
Hence, the purpose, the end, for which things are
provided should lead the wise to act correctly. The
drinking fountain — what is its purpose ? What is
the intention which provides a place for mothers to
take care of fretful babies? What is the purpose of
a 'Church Kitchen'? Is it planned to give meat to
the hungry as described in Matthew 25, and thus
glorify God through the church? Or does it merely
supply an avenue through which man may give vent
to a social urge ?

"Correctly founded judgment will surely consider
the present needs, but in view of right principles
and future results. Certain reguirements of physical
man know no bounds of time. Therefore, to provide
seats for man to relax in during a period of service
through which he could not stand by reason of phy-
sical fatigue; to provide a place to assuage thirst
during a morning's service to God; providing a 'rest
room' in view of the same reasonableness, offers not
the least comfort to those who would supply the
material building of the Lord's house with a place
to feed the social and physical man, and which is
provided with no higher intention than the bounds
of this world.

"But, should we grant for the sake of argument
that the 'Church Kitchen' of today is not a departure
from God's way, we are still faced with what the
future effect may be generations from now. And we
know that only those things provided which enhance
the glories of God's plan of simplicity, which in a
thousand generations would not deviate from God's
divine pattern, are the safe things to adopt and be
governed by. Why, mortal man, strive for things
guestionable?* (Vaughn D. Shofner, PRECEPTOR,
October, 1954)

As far back as | can remember, churches provided
water and rest room facilities. It may have been a
bucket and dipper and the house out back, but they
did. And when they had all-day services and " dinner
on the ground" and it came up a rain at eating time
they sometimes went inside. They may have been
inconsistent, but those brethren never dreamed of
a church kitchen or the church erecting and main-
taining a "fellowship hall" and they would have op-
posed such. The truth is, they did oppose such until
recent years. It is a modern innovation among
churches of Christ.

W e quote again from our friend:

"Is it right to eat together (Acts 2:46; 11:3; Jude
12) ? Who has the right to legislate as to where it is
to be or not to be, just so it is not in connection with
the Lord's supper. So long as we keep our worship

service separate from our social activities in point
of time, by what authority does anyone legislate as
to what may or may not be done in a meeting house
if the thing is not wrong."

This has been answered. Certainly it is. not wrong
for Christians to eat together. The scriptures which
he gave do not support his argument. Acts 2:46 says
the eating was "from house to house.” It was not
done in a church kitchen or fellowship hall. Acts
11:3 is irrelevant and has nothing to do with church
action, much less a kitchen. Jude 12 certainly does
not justify church sponsored and supported social
activities.

He seems to think that we may do anything in the
meeting house "if the thing is not wrong." That's
the point! It is wrong to do anything in the meeting
house which is not the work of the church or which
is contrary to its true mission and the purpose for
which the building was erected. To do so is to mis-
appropriate the funds by which it was built and
prostitute its true purpose.

He closes by saying: "The church is a family. Is
it wrong for a family to eat together? The church is
a brotherhood. Is it wrong for brethren to engage in
social activities?"

Is he saying that the church may do anything
which a family may do? That is what | infer from
his statement, but such is not true. A family may
do many things which the church cannot do. No, it
is not wrong for "brethren" to engage in social ac-
tivities so long as such is done on an individual or
family basis. It is wrong for the church to engage
in social activities, for the church is a spiritual in-
stitution. With so many churches engaging in social
and recreational activities, it is not difficult to under-
stand why Christianity is losing its influence. In-
formed and sensible people know that the church
should engage in spiritual rather than social activi-
ties. The following quotation by E. Digby Baltzell,
associate professor of sociology at the University
of Pennsylvania, is typical of the thinking of many
people of our time:

"It is my contention that the social activities car-
ried on by our churches and synagogues since the
war have tended to make the American people in-
creasingly cynical about the real influence of religion
in our lives. In other words, we, especially men and
college graduates, are realizing that the church and
synagogue are becoming places to meet rather than
places of worship. It is, therefore, religious institu-
tions and their leaders who are doing most to drive
religion out of American life" (ARKANSAS DEM-
OCRAT, April 19, 1965.)

In our next lesson, we will conclude this study
with some additional observations and quotations.

o
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THE GARNER-BARR DIFFERENCE

Dr. Albert Gamer, Lakeland, Horida and Vernon
L. Bar, Dallas, Texas are well known preachers and
debaters in the Missionary Baptist Church. In re-
cent years, | have met these men on the polemic
platform and have found theK are as far apart as the
two poles on Baptist church membership. When |
asked Dr. Garner if one had to be baptized in order
to get into the Baptist church, he answered, "Yes."
He took the consequences of his doctrine like a man
and admitted it took more to get into the Baptist
church than it did heaven. One Baptist preacher
told me it took more to get married than it did to get
into heaven! ) _ o

Mr. Barr, evidently got tired taking a whipping
on this \R/omt, 0 he concocted an entirely different
theory. When | asked Mr. Barr if one had to be bap-
tized in order to aﬁet into the Baptist church he re-
B“ed, "I don't take the position that some of my

rethren do that you are baptized into the Baptist
church. You are received in by the members and
then you are baptized in the church, not baptized
into it. This may surprise him and maybe some of
my brethren.” Mr. Barr's answer didn't surprise me
because | learned a long time ago not to be surprised
at anything a Baptist preacher says in a debate. It
is my firm conviction that a Baptist preacher can't
talk five minutes without either contradicting him-
sef or misrepresenting his opponent. Mr. Barr's po-
sition is out of step with most of his colleagues. He
is the only one | have met who espouses this
position. o
However, Mr. Barr's troubles are not over. He is in
rave difficulties with his brethren on other matters.
or example, if one should meet both Barr and Gar-
ner he would leave the discussion not knowing when
aman is in the Baptist church! Barr. oneis're-
ceived into it," Garner says one is "baptized into
it." Let us say that Garner makes a trip to Dallas
and conducts a meeting where Vernon L. Barr is

pastor. Let me suggest that ten come forward and
get saved, according to Baptist standards. Barr
would have the church, take a vote and receive them
into the Baptist church. Garner, would say, "Vernon,
hold on a minute; these folks aren't in the Baptist
church, they haven't been baptized yet." Barr would
say, "Now listen Albert, you do it in Horida like you
want to but here in Texas we receive them in." What
a revolting development by two of the biggest
preachers in the Baptist church!

But their problems are not over yet. Let us say
that Mr. Gamer decides to spend an extended vaca-

tion in Dallas. Snce many Baptists "put off" the
baptismal services for several weeks and sometimes
months, let us say that the ten have not yet been
baptized. The time comes to eat the Lord's Supper.
Snce Bapitists practice " close communion” only Bap-
tist church members are allowed to eat. They spread
the Lord's Supper in Barr's Baptist church and get
ready to observe. Garner moves over on the pew and
whispers to Barr, "Vernon, you aren't going to let
those ten new converts eat the supper are you?"
Barr would reply, "Albert, please get quiet, |
thought we had settled that a few weeks back; you
know they were ‘received into' the Baptist church.”
Garner rises to his feet and exclaims in audible
tones, "I don't care what you say, Vernon, one can't
become a Baptist without being baptized.” The poor
ten converts are sitting back in the audience in a
state of frustration. One says they can and the other
says they can't; one says they shall and the other
says they shan't! It is a shame that two of the big-
%est preachers don't know when a man becomes a
aptist. One says they are "in" and the other says
they are "out." Bar finally wins out and they are
allowed to eat the Supper in Dallas. _

Well, let us say that these ten new converts decide
to take a little vacation down to Lakeland, Horida
and see Dr. Gamer's college and visit the church
where he is pastor. While they are there the Lord's
Supper is prepared in Dr. Gamer's church and they
g(jt ready to eat. The ten new converts had eaten the

pper in Dallas so tl ﬁ/ Pet ready to eat again. Gar-
ner rises and says, "Hold on boys, don't touch that
supper, you haven't been baptized yet." The ten frus-
trated converts say, "Yes, but brother Gamer, we
ate the Lord's Supper back in Texas." Garner would
reply, "Yes, but | will have you to know that you are
not in Texas today you are in Florida and | ill say
you are not in the Baptist Church."

This Garner-Barr difference gets bogged down on
the matter of church discipline also. Both Barr and
Garner says a man can be kicked out of the Baptist
church because of unruly conduct. Garner told me he
kicked them completely out of the Baptist church. |
asked him how they could get back into the Baptist
church the second time and he told me to sit down
and tend to my own business! Let us say that two
of these new converts went out and got drunk before
the?/1 were baptized. According to Barr they are "in,"
so he would have to exercise discipline and throw
them out of the Baptist church, (in Dallas) Gamer
would rise to a point of order and say, "Vernon how
can you kick them out when they have never been
in!" So the poor converts are still confused. Barr
says they have been "in" but now they are "out” but
Garner hays they have never been "in" so they have
always been "out!"

‘Thisreminds me of the story of the old man whose
wife "nagged" him to join her church. He never had
an "experience of 8race" therefore the or and
the members would not vote him in. FHnally she
" " him s0 long, he decided to make up a story
and tell it before the church to see if he could get in.
S0 he presented himself before the church during
big meetin' time. The pastor asked for his " experi-
ence" and he said, "Well sir, | was in the corn crib
this moming shelling corn and the Lord appeared to
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me and told me to go and join the church." The
pastor said, " John, that was a wonderful experience,
we will take a vote on you to seeif we can let you in."
They took the vote and the entire church voted
unanimously to receive him in. On his way home
while riding- in the old wagon his wife said, " John, |
didn't know the Lord talked with you this momning,
why didn't you tell me about it?" He r?:F“ed’ "W,
Ma, it real éhdldnlt' happen but | had to do somethin
to get in." She said, " John, you should be ashame:
of yoursdf. Now, you go right back down that ide
tomorrow night and tell the preacher that you lied."
So the next night John walked the isle again. The
ﬁéarstor said, "John what are you doing back down
e?' He said, "Preacher, | want to make a con-
fession; the Lord really didn't talk with me last
night, | told a lie." The preacher exclaimed, " John, it
is a shame we must vote you out." He asked the con
regation and they unanimously voted him out. On
the way home his "nagging" wife said, " John, | was
never so humiliated in all my life because of what
YOL_I have done." He replied, "Shaw, ma, | don't care,
didn't want to be a member of that church any-
way ; They voted me "in" for telling a lie and voted
me "out" for telling the truth!"

WANTED: BIBLE AUTHORITY
James L. Denison

~The Batesville Daily Guard of June 21, 1968, pub-
lished an article by the East Side Church of Christ
entitled "The Need For Authority." We commend
this article very highly! )
The article states: "We must have authority for
our religious actions. Cal. 3:17. ... If we cannot find
Bible authority for acts performed in our work and
worship, they are in vain, and should be ceased."”
We heart_llﬁ agree! Also; that Bible authority can
be established by a direct command, approved ex-
amTﬂlee, or necessary inference. Again we agree!
) article closed by asking, " Can you find author-
ity scripturally approving your activities in reli-
gion?" We hereby ask our more liberal brethren,
WITH WHOM East Sde is associated, this same
guestion regarding some of their teachings and
prectices.
FOVI\:/{e ask them: WHERE IS BIBLE AUTHORITY

1 A "brotherhood eldership" through which ALL
congregations MAY perform a given work to which
all are equally related? For example, Fifth & High-
land of Abilene, Texas.

2 A "sponsorlnl% church” arrangement such as
exists for the HERALD OF TRUTH program of
Ffth & Highland in Abilene, Texas. ) _

3 Activating the church universal; either in ac-
tuality or principle?

4. The church_ (in its congregational capacity)
building and maintaining — making donations to:

_(1{_Schools and colleges; such as Hardin,();,
David |E|scomb, Abilene Christian College, et als.”
2) Homes for unwed mothers?

3) Hospitals?
3;1} Other benevolent institutions? )
5 The church (in its congregational capacity)

supporting or aiding benevolently, non-saints?

6. Church kitchens and banquet halls; commonly
known as "Fellowship" buildings. )

7. Church sponsored recreation and entertain-
ment; such as ball teams, hootenannys, greased pig
chases, church parties, church suppers, etc.?

8 The church engaging in business enterprises:
such as rental groperty, farms, nursery schools,
Rlarklng lots, etc.~ _

ow _brethren, all we ask of you concerning these
practices is what you have asked of the denomina-
tions concerning their practices: "CAN YOU HND
AUTHORITY SCRIPTURALLY APPROVING
YOUR ACTIVITIES IN RELIGION?' Book, chap-
ter, and verse, pleasd If you cannot find Bible au-
thority for them, then they ought to cease!! GAP
ROAD CHURCH OFCHRIST ]

BATESVILLE, ARKANSAS (Written by
James L. Denison of Tampa, Ha., for the Gap Road
Church of Christ, and approved by them for

ublication.)
(RDV.)

~ During my meeting with the Gap Road congrega-
tion of Batesville, Arkansas, June 20-30th, | wrote
the above article at the request of the Gap Road
brethren. It was published by them in the Batesville
Daily Guard on June 26, 1968. There was no re-
sponse from the several liberal preachers of that
area; though several of the members of the liberal
churches spoke favorably of the article. However,
as a result of the article a "one-cup, non-Sunda
School" grou%, through one of their preachers, J. W.
Kornagay of Raleigh, N.C., challe Gap Road to
debate them on the "cups" and "Bible Class" ques-
tions. At the request of the Gap Road church for my
advice, | suggested they accept the challenge and
get Bro. Elmer Moore of Lufkin, Texas, who has de-
ated these questions on other occasions, to repre-
sent them. | contacted Bro. Moore on Sunday night
6-30-68), and he agreed to meet Bro. Kornagay.
he debate will iorobably take place the latter part

of 1968 or early 1969. _

Jares L. Denison

4607 So. Lois

Tampa, Ha. 33611
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THENEWS LETTER REPORTS

" ... They rehearsed all that God had done with them..." — Acts 14:27

Robert LaCoste, Glendale, Ariz. — The church in
Glendale, Arizona which meets a 6801 No. 60th
Avenue is in need of a preacher and would like to
hear from anyone interested in the work. Contact
mgt ‘elders a the above address for further infor-

ion.

Donald R. Givens, Novato, Cdif. — Our gosPeI
meeting with Otis Moyer which was scheduled for
September, is now scheduled for October 6-11, 1968.
One more has been baptized recently. Brethren in
the Bay area of Cdlifornia are invited to attend the
meeting.

R. A. Pentecost, Sr. — After one year with the
church in Gibson City, Ill. I will be moving to work
with the sound church in Rose\_/llle,_Mlchlgan (a
suburb of Detroit). The church in Gibson City Is
s%klngha preacher to work with her in the preach-
ing of the gospel. Any preacher desiring to move to
this area may contact: Guy Moore, R.R. #2, Fair-
bury, lll. 61739. Phone 1-309-377-2876.

Tom Wheeler, Frostproof, Ha. — | just recentl
moved to Frostproof, Fla., to work full time wit
the Lord's church in this small Cl%nl had preached
here on Sunday for over a year. The church is at
peace and we are looking forward to a good work
In this area. The church is a peace and we are |ook-
ing forward to a good work in this area. Anyone
driving Highway 27 through central Florida would
be welcome at any of the services. We are easy to
find as the city is small. We have just completed a
wonderful series of meetings with brother Bob Owen
doing the preaching. Crowds were good, the preach-
ing was the bedt, one was baptized, one restored, and
the church | am sure was strengthened.

Larry R. Devore, New Carlide, Ohio — Snce my
report in M ay, we have had two more baptized and
four restored. Brother Dudley R. Spears preached
In a meeting at Funston Avenue, June 15-21. | was
in a meeting at Roseville, Ohio, July 15-21.

Rodney M. Miller, Haltom City, Texas — Oliver
Murray will be with us for a meeting September 30-
October 6. The summer months have been good to
us, as we are showm(% good signs of growth. We
have found two new tamilies since the month of
June. The meeting with Dad was no doubt a big help
and boost to us. It also looks like that in the very
near future we will be able to pay off the last six
years of debt on the building and this will free us
to do some much needed work.

James Denison, Henderson Blvd., Tampa, Ha. —

Harold Dowdy will be with the Henderson Blvd.
church in Tampa, October 6-11. All in the Tampa
Bay area are invited to attend.

~ Calvin C. Essay, Layton, Utah — | will be mov-
ing to Fontana, California in October to work with
the faithful congregation there. The church meets
a 9132 Sema Avenue, Fontana, Calif. 92335, and
correspondence may be sent to me there. The work
will be continued here by brother David Settles, 1991
No. 1000 Wed, Clinton, Utah 84015. His phone no.
Is 825-1735. T_he congregation meets a the Ameri-
can Legion Building in Layton, 128 So. Main ., and
is endeavoring to stand for the truth of God's word
in this difficult area.

Johnie Edwards, Ellettsville. Ind. — 22 baptized,
one restored, 2 identified at Ellettsville, Ind., during
July and Augugt. | was in the following meetings:
Grant & Summitt ., Portsmouth, Ohio, 4 baptized,
1 restored in JJéIaK; Waco, Ind., in August with 5 bap-
tized; Rkes Peak, Ind., in August; Belmont Avenue,
Indianapoalis, Ind., in September 8-14. | will be at
Y oungs Creek, Ind., in October 7-13 and with the
8&1 66\¥§nue church in St. Petersburg, Ha., Novenm-

M. ROY STEVENS — A HELPER OF MANY
Dean Bullock

Our esteemed brother and beloved preacher gassed
away in the early morning of August 18, 1968 at
the age of 69 years, 6 months and 22 days. He is sur-
vived by his taithful wife and companion of almost
forty-nine years. Hallie Mag; by four sons. Eldred,

Hulan, R. J. and Lanier; by a daughter: Nancy
Ruth Page; by a host of other relatives.

_ Two funeral services were conducted for him. The
first at Clute, Texas, at 10 a.m., August 19, 1968;
the second at Y oakum, Texas, place of burial, at 4
p.m. the same day. | preached the sermon at Clute,
assisted in the service by Homer Hailey who was in
a meeting there. Herman Sargent conducted the ser-
vice at Yoakum, assisted by Albert Jennings, local
preacher there. Large crowds assembled at both

aces to_ mourn, with the family and multitudes of
prethren in many sections of the country, the pass-
|n%/|of a noble and generous man.

. Roy Stevens was a remarkable and unusual
fellow; a versatile individual. He was an efficient
and effective preacher, a capable teacher, an excel-
lent and outstanding song leader and teacher of
music, a wise counselor, an energetic personal
worker. He was one with a stabilizing influence
among brethren; a spiritual builder. And one of
those stalwart souls in whose home many persons
found warmth, depth, delight and genuine hospital-
ity. He had a fine sense of humor, aready wit, a
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cheerful disposition. People were attracted to him.
He loved people and people loved him. More than
that, he loved the Lord, the truth and the church.

~ Most of what M. Roy was to me is forever sealed
in my heart. He led the S|_ng|nﬁ_, in his inimitable
way, in the first meeting in which | ever tried to
preach. As a young, immature and inexperienced
preacher, | sought and received from him advice
and assistance. Our paths crossed many times
through the years. We worked together closedly on
numerous occasions. He was a source of strength
to me. What he was to me he was to others. A host
of preachers, song leaders and church leaders were
encouraged and helped on their way by him. He in-
deed was "a helper of many."

M. Roy was baptized by his own father, Texas H.
Stevens, in 1915. He served the Master for about
fifty-three years. His good influence will live on. "He
being dead yet speaketh.” He still speaks by faith
and example to sister Hallie Mag, to his children
(three of whom are preachers, one an elder) and to
many brethren whose lives were touched by his.

~On )éoeternlty can reveal the true impact of his
life. "For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith: and much people was added
unto the Lord."

Jerry Eubanks, 1701 Linda Street, Plant City,
Horida 33566 — On June 1, 1968. | began my new
work with the faithful Christians here in Plant City.
The work thus far has been encouraging in that
unity and peace exis. With such an pleasart envir-
onment among God's people, surely God will give to
us an increase. Beginning September 29 and con-
tinuing through October 4, brother Ross Saunders
of Bradley, Arkansas will be with us in a gospe|
meeting. Bro. Saunders is a former preacher here
in Aant City and much good is anticipated.

Prior to my move to Horida, | preached for the
Embry Hills congregation in northeast Atlanta. Em-
bry Hills is made up of fine people and my stay with
them was a rewarding experience. David Tant is
now working with that congregation.

CJeaching Jo TJeach

Jimmy Tuten, Jr.

) St. Louis, Mo.
) o

——T

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
THE CLOSED MINDED, DEFIANT PROSPECT
In personal evangelism the greatest of all obsta

cles to be dealt with is the hard, prejudiced indivi-
dual, who is closed minded and defiant. Trying to
deal with persons of this disposition requires a lot
of patience. Sarcasm, ridicule and rebuke should

never be engaged in by the teacher, but particularl
is this true in dealing with this type of individual.
This is the time to press and drive home scripture.
If the Word of God cannot break and pulverize ts
of this nature, nothing will. "For the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. 4:12). Show the MJFOSmCt that without foglve-
ness, the soul is lost & ak 16:16, Luke 13:3?.1_ em-
onstrate that only in Christ is there hope in this life,
and in the life to come (I Cor. 15:19; | Tim. 1:1; 3:7;
| Pet. 1:3), and that there is no peace of mind and
real joy outside of Christ (I Pet. 3:21; Acts 8).
Never high-pressure your pro. t. Above all, do not
([qlve LCJP easulvlly. Make every effort for follow-up at a
ater date. Many prospects have been guided to ac-
cept the truth through other opportunities that have
presented themselves.

THE UNDECIDED

The personal worker will run into more people
who fit into the "undecided" bracket than any other.
One will have to determine the reason for the hesi-
tation before being able to deal with it. Some are
undecided because they feel that they do not know
enough. Others are in doubt and some are just indif-
ferent. Others become undecided because they feel
that they cannot live the Christian life.

Let us look at those who feel that they do not
know enough to obey the gospel. If the teacher has
done a good job with his home study, and knows
that the prospect has been instructed In the princi-
ples necessary to obedience, then all that remains is
to inform the undecided regarding how much knowl-

is necessary before obeying the gospel. Some
honestly feel that they must understand all the ram-
ifications, instrumental music, etc., when in reality
if they know what the Bible teaches the alien to do
in order to become a Christian, they know enough to
obey their Lord. Stress can be laid upon Mathew's
account of the great commission, "Teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the HoI\IX Ghost: Teaching them to ob-
serve all things' (Mait. 28:19-20). God's order is
TEACH, baptize, and TEACH ALL THINGS. This
may be illustrated by turning to Acts 2 or 8, with
such questions as "how much did the Eunuch know
before he was baptized,” or "how many sermons did
the P%rlltecostlans hear before they obeyed the
gospet - :
As suggested, doubt and uncertainty often causes
preople to be undecided about obeying the gospel.
here are two groups of doubters: the honest doubter
and the dishonest doubter. As to the latter, if one
is dishonest with reference to his dubiousness
(whether or not one actually doubts in this condition
IS doubtful in and of itself), there is precious little
that you can do. "Give not that which is holy unto
the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine"
(Matt. 7:6). Re-affin what the New Testament
teaches for the honest doubter. _

Indifference on the part of the prospect is another
gﬁeat obgacle. After having made your appeal from
the Scriptures with the use of such passages as
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Hebrews 2:3, it may be necessary to exhort your
prospect with "many other words" (Acts 2:40).
Usually an appeal to one's sense of responsibility, to
himself, and to his family is most effective (Eph. 6:
1-4; Deut. 6:4-7). An argument with reference to
the eternal resting place of the soul, with such ques-
tions as "if your children (father, wife, etc.) were
to ask you for advice concerning their souls, and you
were upon your death bed, would you advise them
to follow in your steps?' This sometimes will get
the job done.

"1 HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED" OBSTACLE

Many prospects have been baptized into some de-
nomination, and when they are confronted with the
question of obeying the gospel, they excuse them-
selves with the statement, "l have already been bap-
tized !" If, for example, your prospect was a Baptist,
you will know in advance that if the prospect was
baptized for the remission of sins, it was in spite of
Baptist doctrine, and not because of it. You can
tackle this problem by asking the following ques-
tions in the order given: "What is the purpose of
baptism?' Then lead the prospect to answer accord-
ing to the Bible. Then ask, "where did you learn that
baptism was for the remission of sins? In view of
the fact that B aptists do not believe that baptism is
essential unto salvation, could you possibly have
learned this from a Baptist preacher? Or did you
learn this truth by visiting the church of Christ
after you became a Baptist?" You will need to stress
the fact that the prospect in all likelihood did not
understand the truth with reference to baptism
while joining the Baptist church, but gained this
knowledge later, and in all likelihood back-tracked
in his thinking. Such people have not been baptized
according to the New T estament.

Some choose to build doubt in the mind of the
prospect with reference to his baptism, by inquiring
into the confession that was made before the pros-
pect was baptized. If you do this, be sure to teach
clearly the relationship between confessing one's
faith in Christ and baptism. When this is done, the
importance of confessing that "I believe that God
for Christ's sake has forgiven me for my sins,” be-
fore being baptized into the Baptist church is im-
mediately understood. One cannot be baptized until
he confesses his faith in Christ. An appeal with ref-
erence to making one's calling and election sure will
bring about a response in most cases.

CONCLUSION

Remember that the gospel is a message for the
whole world, and the responsibility of carrying that
message to the world rests on the whole church!
Convert that friend to Christ today! Learn to meet
his objections.

TIME TO RENEW

If your subscription te Searching The Scriptures has
expired, please send your renewal today. With your
name and address is the month and yeor to which
your subscription has been paid. Check this date and
send your renewal if due.

'W

= P P

Reviewing the

DOCTRINES

OF
- ACATHOLICISM

Luther‘W. Martin, 707 Salem Avenue, Rolla, Missouri 65401

AR & ':\.,;i

}
{
'

?\‘ %

ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTIONS ... AND THE
ANSWERS GIVEN!

Most of the Roman Catholic publications with
which | have come in contact, devote space to ques-
tions submitted by readers. The answers to those
questions, are, of course, accurate and authentic, as
far as Roman Catholic doctrine and practice are con-
cerned. Therefore, when we copy and criticize these
replies, we are making use of ACCURATE informa-
tion. There can be no MISREPRESENTATION of
Catholic teaching and practice by such a procedure.

(1) QUESTION: "How far back has the Church,
founded by Christ, been called the Catholic Church?"

ANSWER: "The word was used as early as the
close of the first century to indicate one of the marks
of the Church, catholic or universal. For many cen-
turies, the word was used in just that sense and its
place might have been taken by one of the other
words indicating the four marks — 'Apostolic’ or
'"Holy' or 'One." There was a tendency to use the
word catholic as the distinguishing epithet of the
Church, which became common custom in England in
the 16th century. Now the title 'Catholic Church
designates the entire embodiment of the faithful of
both Eastern and Western Rites under the authority
of the Pope at Rome. Except for a small body of
High Anglicans, no other Christians use the name
%Sg)distinguishing title." (The Tablet, Oct. 29th,

COMMENT: Another priest, B. L. Conway writes:
"The name Catholic as a name is not-applied to the
Catholic Church in the Bible ... S. Ignatius of Anti-
och, writing to the Christians of Smyrna about the
year 110 A.D., is the first to use the name.” (The
Question Box, page 132). The word 'catholicon’ was
applied in early centuries to general or universal
drugs which were held to be efficacious in the treat-
ment of numerous diseases. Thus became known as
‘catholicons.’ Peter taught, and Luke wrote: Be it
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel,
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazare+h, whom
we crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even
by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for THERE
IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIV-
EN AMONG MEN, WHEREBY WE MUST BE
SAVED" (Acts 4:10-12).

(2) QUESTION: "I think a good explanation of
the meaning of Ember Days would help people to
show more respect for them. What is the origin of
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Eyb’gar Days? Why do we fast and abstain on these
ys?'

ANSWER: "Ember Days are the Wednesday, Fi-
day and Saturday of a week at the beginning of each
season. The origin of the name is not known but the
practice is almost as old as the Church. It grew out
of a practice observed by the heathens at Rome who,
in their agricultural life, held pagan religious serv-
ices at the beginning of each important season; in
June for a bountiful harvest, in September for arich
vintage and in December for the seeding. The
Church, when converting heathen nations, has al-
ways tried to utilize any practices which could be
sanctified or Christianized. So, she borrowed this
custom and held fasts in June, September and De-
cember as early as the end of the second century,
adding a fourth season a century or two later.

"Now, by law fixed by Pope Gregory VII in the
eleventh century, the Ember Days are observed on
the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday after Dec. 13
(St. Lucy), after Ash Wednesday, after Pentecost
and after Sept. 14 (Exaltation of the Cross). The ob-
servance of fast and abstinence on these days, begun
in Rome, was taken to each newly evangelized part
of the Western Church, so it is one of the oldest dis-
ciplinary practices we have. The purpose of this act
of mortification and penance is the special sanctifi-
cation of the four seasons, still retaining the notion
of asking God's blessing on the goods of the earth,
but especially for obtaining God's blessing on the
clergy, for whose ordination the Saturdays of Ember
weeks are set apart.

"The regulations for Ember Days at present re-
quire that all the faithful over 21 and under 60 years
of age (past the 59th birthday) observe the fast by
taking only one full meal and two light meals and in
addition, all over 7 years (without any upper age
limit) abstain from meat excepting at the principal
meal." (The Tablet, Oct. 15, 1955).

COMMENT: "Ye observe days, and months, and
times, and years. | am afraid of you, lest | have be-
stowed upon you labour in vain" (Gal. 4:10-11).
Here is yet another practice of the Roman Catholics
which they themselves admit, has no basis or found-
ation in Holy Scripture, In fact, in this above-given
answer, they admit taking it from heathen
practices making it 'Christianized’ as they
express it. Paul said ... "I kept back nothing that
was profitable un-to you ... | declared ALL of
God's counsel" (Acts 20: 20 & 27). Paul failed to
mention EMBER DAY S!

(3) QUESTION: "Was Dec. 25 the exact date of
Christ's birth? If so, where in the Scriptures can
one find proof of this?'

ANSWER: "It is not known that Dec. 25 was the
exact date of the Divine Savior's birth; and nowhere
in the New Testament is there any clue to the cor-
rect month and day of the Nativity. Because of the
obscurity of the Gospels on this point, there is no
month of the year not assigned by some writer as
that of Christ's birth.

"By the year 385 A. D., one finds St. John Chrysos-
tom urging that Dec. 25 be observed as the Feast of
Christ's Birth, and saying that the day had already
been noted in the West for some time.

"The Dec. 25 date may have been chosen to coin-
cide with pagan and Jewish feasts held on the same
day, so that people's minds would be taken off these

religions and focused on the true religion.

"The opinion of S. Thomas Aquinas provides an
interesting sidelight on the matter. He remarked
that it was fitting for Christ to be born on the 25th
of December, for this is just after the time when the
light of day begins to lengthen, thus symbolizing
the Light of the World, who comes 'to those who sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death." Summa lll,
g. 35, art. viii. This, of course, is merely an argu-
ment of convenience and does not prove the point."
(St. Louis Register, Nov. 11, 1955).

COMMENT: It appears that the whole observance
is based upon an 'argument of convenience and does
not prove the point.' The Encyclopedia Britannica
states: " Christmas was not among the earliest fes-
tivals of the Church, and before the 5th century
there was no general consensus of opinion as to when
it should come in the calendar, whether on Jan. 6th,
March 25th or Dec. 25th." (Vol. 5, Page 641.) Other
historians have assigned such dates as May 29th,
April 19th or 20th, while Clement of Alexandria set
the date as November 17th.

"In Britain, Dec. 25th was a festival long before
the conversion to Christianity, for Bede relates that
the ancient peoples of the Anglii began the year on
Dec. 25th, when we now celebrate the birthday of
the Lord; and the very night which is now so holy to
us, they called in their tongue 'modranecht’, that is,
mother's night, by reason we suspect of the cere-
monies which in that night-long vigil they per-
formed. In England, the observance of Christmas
was forbidden by act of Parliament in 1644; Charles
Il revived the feast, but the Scots adhered to the
Puritan view." (Encyc. Britt., page 642.)

"As late as 245 A.D., Origen repudiated the idea
of keeping the birthday of Christ, 'as if he were a
king Pharaoh." " (lbid, page 642.)

The holly, mistletoe, the Yule log and the wassall
bowl are relics of pre-Christian times. In the 5th
century, the Western Church (later known as
Roman Catholic) ordered Christmas to be celebrated
forever on the day of the old Roman feast of the
birth of Sol (the Sun-god of Roman mythology) De-
cember 25th. The Eastern Church (Greek Orthodox)
selected January 6th as the date for the celebration.

"The custom of making presents at Christmas is
derived from ancient usage; but it has become con-
secrated by ages, and contributes greatly to make
this festival an interesting event to families." (En-
cyclopaedia Americana, pp. 623.)

"The Christmas tree has been traced back to the
Romans. It went from Germany to Great Britain,
and is amost universal in the United States, where
the customs of so many nationalities meet and grad-
ually blend into common usage." (lbid.)

THE BIBLE IS COMPLETELY SILENT CON-
CERNING SUCH AN OBSERVANCE. If God had
desired that the physical birth-date of His Son be
reverenced, He would have revealed the exact date
in the Bible. Therefore, those persons interested
only in following Divine Authority, must refrain
from attaching any spiritual or religious significance
to the date of December 25th.

Romanism's observance and celebration thereof is
merely another instance of her resorting to heathen
feasts dand celebrations and making them "Chris-
tianized."

o
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WORSHIP WITH THESE CHURCHES

Atlanta, Ga

{Marietta Smyrna Arsa)
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meels 81
181 Church Street
i Maretta
Schegule of Services
{ORD S DAY
Bible Study 10 00am
Morming Worship 10 85 am
Evening Worship 6 30pm

Wednesday Bible
Study TWpm
Evangehst Hugh W Dawis
Phone 436 5007

Tampa, Fla
SEMINOLE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
Rama Ave & Wishart Blvd

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bible Study 245am
Moarming Worship 10 45am
Evarung Worship B 00 p m
Waeadnesday Bible

Study 720pm
Evangelist James P Miller

James G Walker

Bradenton, Fla
WEST BRADENTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
1819 10th Avenue West

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bibie Study 945am
Morming Worship 10 45 a m
Eveming Worship 6 00 pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm

Evangelist Ohn Hastings

Phone 746 Q305

—_— e ——— — — ——— —

Decatur, Ga
GLENWOOD MILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meels at
2357 Glenwood Avenug

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 1000 am
Marrming Worship 11 00 a nt
Evening Worship 7 Q0pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm
Evangelist $ Edward Nowlhn

Phone 377 7782

|

Miami, Fla
NORTH MIAMI AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
143rd 51 & Noe Miami Ave

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bihie Study 1000 am
Morning Worstup 11 Q0 am
Evening Worship 6 00 pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm
Evangelist Bobby Thompson

Phone 685 3203

P e e o i e R —

Louisville, Ky
EXFRESSWAY
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meetrs_at
4437 South Bth Strest

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Mormng Worship 900am
Bible Study 1000 am
Everming Warship 6 00 p m

Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangehst Jas P Needham
Phone 366 0884

Orlando, Fla
HOLDEN HEIGHTS
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meels at
1000 22nd Street
Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 9445am
Morming Worship 10 50 am
Evening Worshp 600 pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 720pm

Evangelist Daks Gowen
Phone 424 3533

— R — — i — — ——

Charlotte, M C

CHARLOTTE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

regets at
5327 York Road

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 1000am
Morming Worshap 11 00 am
Evernng Worship B O0pm
Waeadnesday Bible

730pm

Study
Evangelist Jerry Parker

Prione 523 A7

Tampa, Fla
FOREST HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
1011 W Linebaugh Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bible Study 90am
Momuing Worship 9 50am
Evening Worship 6 00 pm
Wednesday Bible

Study T30pm

Evangehst H E Phlhps

Phone 935 3691

—

Taliahassee, Fla

WESTSIDE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets af
2150 Belle Vue Way
Schedule of Servicas
LORD § CAY

Bible Study 1000am
Morntng Worshap 11 G0 am
Evaning Worship 660G pm
Wedresday Bihle

730pm

Study
For information phone
222 2881 or BT7 3832

Jackson, Tenn

HOLLYWOOQD DRIVE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
5 &t
Hollywood Drlve at Hattan

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Mormng Worship 11 00 a m
Evening Worship € 00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study T30pm

Evangelst L Earl Fly
Pherne 424 2821

Pascagoula, Miss

25th STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
13 Mi from Hwy 90 on
hico Rd
Schedule of Services
LORE 5 DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Mormmng Worship 11 0D am
Everning Worship 6 30 pm
Wednesday Bible
730pm

Study
Evangelist Dick Blackford

Phone 475 9364

Jacksonville, Fla

HYDE PARK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meers at
Cornar Lake Wer &
Conant Avenue
Schedule of Services
LCORD 5 DAY
Bible Study 100 am
Morrirg Worshig 11 0D am
Evening Worship 700 pm

Wednesday Bible
Study 30pm

Evangeltst Jamie Rhoden
Phone 781 5704

Miami, Fla

SQUTHWEST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
1450 S W 24th Avenue
{Coral Gables Area)

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Bible Study 1000am
Marmirg Worstip 11 00 a m
Evening Worship 6 00 pm
Waednesday Bible
Study T30pm

Evangelist Leo Roged
Phone 443 3376

Nashville, Tenn

FRANKLIN ROAD
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
3915 Frankiin Road
Schedule of Services

LORD S DAY

Eible Siudy 900am
Morming Woarstup 1000 a m
Evening Worship 6 30pm
Wednesday Bible

F3Wpm

Study
Evangelist D W Claypool
Phong B32 9456

Columbus, Ga
CHURCH OF CHRIST
N ROSE HILL

&gty ar
2216 Harmlton Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bible Study 1O0Cam
Morning Worship 11 00 am
Evening Worship 6 00pm
Wednesday Bible

T30pm

Study
Praacher
Wilham F Haynes
Phone 323 9331

—

Concord, N C
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meeis ¢n
Poplar Tent Rcad 2
Waest of US 29 & US 601
Bypass

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY
Bible Study 1000am
Morning Worship 10 50 am
Eveming Worship 700pm
Wednesday Bible
?230pm

Study
Evangelrst Jack G Byars

Phone 782 3645

— —

Gaineswville, Fla
NORTHEAST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meels af
1433 N E 16th Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Bible Study S00am
Morming Worship 10 Q0 am
Evening Worship 630 pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm

Evangelhst John Wit
Phone 378 5023

e e — U m—— —

Lake City, Florida

CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN LAKE CITY

meets at
400 5 Hernando cor Dade

Schedule of Services
LORD § DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Morning Worship 11 0 a m
Evening Worship 700 pm
Wadnesday Bible Study
10 mambers homes

Phones 752 2829
752 4230 752 6323

Birrmmngham, Ala

ELM STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
162% Elm Street SW

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 100 am
Morning Worship 11 00am
Evening Worship 600 pm
Wednasday Bible

Study T73pm
Evangefist Dennis L Reed

Phone 708 B33E

=

Leasburg, Fla

CENTRAL
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meers at
107 South dak Avenue
near 14th & Mamn Sis
Schedule of Services
LORD § DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Morming Worship 11 00 am
Evering Worship 6 00 pm

Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Coentact G R Wheeler
Phone 787 7916

Murfreeshors, Tenn

WESTVUE
CHURCH QF CHRIST
megts ar
316 Kings Highway

Schedule of Services
LORD § DAY

Bible Study 945 am
Morming Worship G 45am
Eveming Worship 7 00pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm
Evangelist Thomas G O Neat

FPhone 893 3355

—— m— . f—— iy

Clearwater, Fla
HERCULES AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meals al
601 S0 Hergules Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY
Bible Study 10 00am
Marming Worshup 11 Q0 am
Evening Worship 6 00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 7T30pm

Evangelist Preston Weeks
Phone 442 9267

Oak Lawn, lllinois Ft Walton Beach, Fls
BURBANK MANGR NORTHIIDE
P i CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at

meels at
8230 So Lararue Ave
Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY
Bible Study 930am
Morning Worship 10 30am
Evening Worship 600pm
Woednesday Bibie
Study T30pm
Evangelis! Paul Foulz
Phene 499 1834 or
423 €703

200 Beal Street
aff Hwy 98 1 block
Schedule of Services
LORD & DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Morning Waorstup 11 00am
Evening Worship 600pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 700p
Conract H N Eubarks Jr
Phone 243 2660
J F Giass 1l
Phone 244 5045
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NORFOLK, VA.
HAYGOOD
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meers at

1084 Ferry Flantation Rd.
Corner Haygood Rd,

Cincinnati, Ohio

BLUE ASH
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets at
4667 Coaper Rd.

, . 10:00am | Bibte Study ........ 10:00 a.m.
Morning Warship 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m

Wednesday Bible
Study .. ... 7:30 p.m.
Contact: David Waldron
Phone: 499.2504
Jehn Peddy
Phone: 486-4203

Woednesday Bible
Study . .......... T:30pm.

Evangelist: Fred Stacey
Fhane: 851-3174

Orfando, Fla.

PAR AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
18 W. Par Avenue

{Virginia Beach! N Schedule of Services Schadule of Services $5.00
BT LY SehetoY Bavees LORD'S DAY " 10RD's DAY
Bible Study . Bible Study ........ 10:00 a.m. | Bible Study ........ 10:00 a.m. PER MONTH

Maorning Worship 10:50 a.m. | Meorning Warship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship  B:00 a.m. | Evening Worship  7:00 p.m. a’:g;negd‘:ffssimz 7:00 p.m. | Evening Worship  6:00 p.m.
Study ...
Evangelists: Roy E. Cogdill
and Peter J. Wilson
Phone 425-2900

Chattanooga, Tenn.
NORTH HIXSON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ats At

me AD IN THIS SPACE
5484 OId Hixson Pike

Wednesday Bible
Study ............ 730 p.m.

Evangelist: John Clark
For information phene
8771706

7:30 p.m.

THIS PERMISSIVE GEN ERATION!

Irven Lee

M any parents of this generation do not restrain
their children. This is not peculiar to our own age,
but it is now a very evident weakness. Eli stood con-
demned in his day "because his sons made them-
selves vile, and he restrained them not" (I Samuel
3:11-14). These sons had been brought up in his
house, but they were "sons of Belial; they knew not
the Lord" (I Samuel 2:12). This brought punish-
ment from the Lord upon the family. The message
from the Lord to Samuel was: "Behold, | will do a
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one
that heareth it shall tingle" (I Samuel 3:11). They
did reap. The unrestrained family destroyed itself.

One very strict period of child care follows a lax,
unrestrained age. For a time doctors encourage
mothers to have their babies on regular schedules
for feeding. In another generation, permissive feed-
ing is recommended. With permissive feeding tends
to come the idea that children who are brought into
"subjection with all gravity" are being mistreated
and will therefore resent their parents. This is not
Bible teaching. Some call this a Dr. Spock genera-
tion. Many of the young have not been restrained.
They now have no respect for law or the rights of
others.

The Bible teaches that children are to be brought
into subjection, and the Bible is right. It is the law
of God. The inspired teaching is to the effect that
proper chastening yields the peaceable fruit of right-
eousness (I Timothy 3:4,5; Hebrews 12:5-11). Firm-
ness has always been the rule of God (Proverbs
13:25; 19:18). The nurture and admonition of the
Lord certainly do not leave out teaching nor deny
the need for affection and love. The teaching and
tender love go along with the rod of correction.
There is no proper word of defense for the lack of
discipline and restraint.

The government in a democracy tends to reflect
the sentiment of the people. The strong arm of the
law seems to be tied, at times, when mobs would
steal and burn the property of others. Many are
complaining of how the courts are making it harder
and harder to prosecute the criminal. There is less
protection of property and less safety on the streets.
Society in general is blamed for the animal like na-
ture of the young hoodlum and " hippie." Permissive-

ness has taken the sword from the "powers that be"
so that Paul's estimate of government is ignored. He
said: "But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid,
for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon
him that doeth evil" (Romans 13:4). Maybe a re-
action has set in that will change this and bring
mor e respect for law.

Religious movements in America are vivid illus-
trations of permissiveness. Various denominations
will condone about everything from drunkenness to
immodesty and immorality. A man who uses his
alcohol and pours out vulgarity and blasphemy may
serve on the "board of stewards" or "board of dea-
cons." How could the fight against ungodliness and
worldly lusts be weakened more than it has been?
Religious leaders are so weak in the faith that they
recognize no binding law. Preachers and church
leaders in general are interested in numbers, money,
and display. Permissiveness has gone to seed, and
churches of Christ are not free of this weakness.

It seems that those who preach funerals suppose
that God is as permissive as they. The family of the
irreligious and immoral reprobate are assured that
the "loved one" is in heaven. Maybe he was once
heard to say, "Lord, have mercy." Many are the pas-
sages that tell of the severity of God and of the fact
that few enter into life (M atthew 7:21-23; 16:26,29;
25:31-46; John 5:28,29, etc.). It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God for He is a
consuming fire (Romans 11:22; Hebrews 10:31;
12:29). Psychologists may build within man the per-
missive spirit, but God does not change. He is re-
vealed as the God of peace, love, grace, and mercy;
but the same Bible makes it very clear that there is
severity. Are we too blind to see it? Few there be
that find the way to life.

When parents teach their children obedience,
these children will obey the law of the land and con-
tend earnestly for the faith. If trained in the way
they should go they will see the appropriateness of
fear and trembling in working out their salvation.
Let all good and worthy forces work toward an un-
derstanding that each must give an account to God,
and that we should walk circumspectly (Galatians
6:7,8; Il Corinthians 5:10; Ephesians 5:15). Do you
have any influence? Of course you do! Then use it
ijr] building respect for authority, both human and

ivine.

-]
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"THE LIVING VOICE"

Pre-recorded

TAPES
Of LECTURES
DEBATES SERMONS

Your permanent record of the actual voices of men from
the past as they fought the battles for truth and delivered
vital lectures on living themes. The rare moments of history
will come to life again as you listen to the actual voices of
some now dead and some still living. Build your own tape
library for use now and in the years to come.

Highest quality recording on | 1/2 mil polyester base
tape, weather resistant, recorded on both sides at 3 °/,
i.p.s. on 7" red, and can be pla]}/ed on any recorder using
a7 red. 5" redsavailableat T 7/8 i.p.s" Every taPe fully
?uaranteed and will be replaced free of charge it defec-
Ive. Sereo recording ava

ilable upon request.
EACH REEL $4.00
order from:
PHILLIPS
PUBLICATIONS

P O BOX 17244 —TAMPA. FLORIDA 33612

BOZARTH-MITZELL DEBATE
Elvis Bazarth — William Mizell
Chicago, lllinois
December 5 - 9, 1966

FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of church responsibility in benevo-
lence to those who are not saints. LAST TWO NIGHTS: Church

support of orphan institutions.
FOUR REEL S — $16.00
[y 2 )

BATTS-SUTTON DEBATE
(Debate with Church of God)
Albert Batts & Carrol Sutton

Albertville, Alabama
September 14-17, 1965

FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of water baptism for remission of
sins. LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of Holy Spirit baptism for
believers today.

FOUR REEL S —$16.00
GRS

HOLT-NICHOLS DEBATE

Charles A. Holt & James W. Nichols
Franklin, Tenn.
March 12 - 16, 1956

The Herald of Truth Radio Program is Scriptural
FOUR REELS —$16.00

BRITNELL-STATEN DEBATE

Eugene Britnell & Ralph Saten
(Debate with Free Will Baptist)
Little Rock, Arkansas
December 6-10, 1965

FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Pro and Con of water baptism for the remis-
sion of sins.

LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of whether or not the church or
kingdom was established on Pentecost in Acts two.

FOUR REEL S —$16.00
N
CROWE-SM ITH DEBATE
Glenn Crowe & J. T. Smith
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
May 20, 21, 1966

TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of the practice of using money from
church treasury to build kitchens for social meals.

TWO REELS —$8.00
GHSRD

INMAN-WILLIS DEBATE

Clifton Inman & Cecil Willis
Dayton, Ohio October
31 - November 4, 1966

FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of cooperation of churches to sup-
port a nation-wide radio and T.V. program.

LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of church support of orphan insti-
tutions.

FOUR REEL S —$16.00
DA

LECTURES ON EVOLUTION

PAUL FOUTZ at
Seminole church of Christ
Tampa, Horida August
15, 16, 17, 1966

August 15 — " Creation or Evolution?"
August 16 — " Evolution, Fact or Fancy?"
August 1 7—" Deceptions And Unfairness of the Evolutionist.

COMPLETE ON TWO TAPES —$8.00
G SRD

LECTURES ON EVOLUTION

ROY FOUTZ
at Clinton Blvd. church of Christ
Jackson, Mississippi  April
24 - 28, 1967

April 24 — " The Bible vs. Evolution."

April 25 — " The Deception of Evolution."
April 26 — " The Claims of Evolution."

April 17 — "Unbridged Chasms."

April 28 — "The Consequences of Evolution."

COMPLETE ON THREE TAPES —$12.00






