THE SYNAGOGUE IN JAMES 2:2

SPECIAL ISSUE IN OCTOBER

Ferrell Jenkins, Akron, Ohio

"The Woman's Covering"

Our brethren who support human benevolent institutions such as Mid-Western Children's Home
encounter many difficulties. T he chief one being the
lack of scr iptural author ity for such arrangements.
T hey have sought for the authority in James 1:26-27.
T his argument has been frequently answered in the
following ways: (1) It is directed to the individual
Chr istian, as the context clearly shows; (2) E ven if
the passage were directed to the local church it does
not author ize the chur ch to make contr ibutions to
a human institution.
T he next step for the institutionalist is to run to
James 2:2, "For if ther e come unto your assembly
a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there
come in also a poor man in vile raiment; (3) And ye
have r espect to him that wear eth the gay clothing,
and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and
say to the poor, Stand thou her e, or sit here under
my footstool:" (King James Version). From this
passage they conclude that the assembly means the
church and that James 1:26-27 involves chur ch
action.
I n my debate with bro. Lar r y Hood at Central
City, Ky., in 1964, he made that argument. When I
replied as I am about to here he made no further
comment about James 2:2. I n the debate with bro.
Bill Heinselman in Akron, last December, he briefly
mentioned the point without making what I considered a significant argument on it and I did not have
the occasion to mention it. In the December GRATIS
he said this: 'Besides the context of James 1:27 includes the church. Note the word 'assembly' in James
2:2."
MY ANSWER
T he word which is translated assembly in the KJV
is the Greek word sunagoge (pronounced suna-goGAY). T he word is used 57 times in the New Testament and in the KJV is translated "synagogue" in
all except two places. In Acts 13:43 it is "congregation," and in James 2:2, "assembly." I am confident
that there is sufficient evidence to conclude that sunagoge in James 2:2 means the BUI L DING and not
the gathering. If this is so it seems highly precarious
for a pr eacher to seek to prove a point which has

The entire issue in October will be devoted to a
study of First Corinthians 11:1-16. Hiram Hutto
and James P. Needham have been asked to prepare objective studies on these verses. Roy E .
Cogdill has been asked to prepare a study on the
principles of Bible interpretation. Subscribe now
and be sure to receive this special issue. Subscription is $3.00 per year. If you want extra copies of
this special issue, order now so we may know how
many to publish. The price will be $20.00 per
hundred.

torn asunder the body of Chr ist on such questionable
proof. Below is my evidence.
TRANSLATIONS OF SYNAGOGUE

The KJV has assembly; T he New Amer ican
Standard Bible has assembly, with the footnote,
"or, synagogue." T he Amer ican Standard has synagogue in the text, with a footnote, "or, assembly."
Rotherham, in T he Emphasized New Testament, has
synagogue. T he New E nglish Bible says place of
worship. From this we conclude that the translators
had some difficulty in determining which was the
correct word in this place.
THE GREEK LEXICONS

An appeal to the lexicons of the Greek will also
show uncertainty on this point. It is important to
distinguish between the definition given by the lexicographer and the application or comments made by
him. Such works are simply the "tools" of the Bible
student.
1. Bagster's Analytical Greek Lexicon, p. 385: "a
collecting, gathering; a Christian assembly or congregation, Ja. 2:2; the congregation of a synagogue,
Ac. 9:2, et. al.; hence, the place itself, a synagogue,
Lu. 7:5, et. al."
2. T hayer, Greek E nglish Lexicon of the New
T estament, p. 600: ". . . t h e name (synagogue) is
transfer r ed to an assembly of Chr istians formally
gather ed for religious pur poses, Jas. 2:2 .. ."
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3. Ar ndt and Gingrich, A Gr eek- E nglish L exicon
of the New T estament, p. 790: "b. a Christian assembly-place can also be meant in Js. 2:2." T his is the
latest and most fully infor m ed lexicon available.
F r om this brief sur vey one can easily see that the
wor d sunagoge can have either the meaning assembly or assembly-place (synagogue).
THE COMMENTARIES
When we investigate the commentaries we do not
accept a thing because a man says so, but we examine
his r easons in or der that we may dr aw our own conclusions. T he commentaries cited her e ar e based on
the Gr eek text.
1. L enski, T he I nter p r etation of the E pistle to the
Hebr ews and the E pistle of James, p. 564. L enski
translates the wor d as "synagogue." He says, "We
take sunagoge to mean 'a synagogue of yours,' f or
James mentions the places in it: 'her e,' a prominent
place, 'ther e,' an obscur e place. 'Assembly' is not the
meaning, f or t h e f act that the congr egation is assembled in its place of meeting is self - evident."
2. Mar vin R. Vincent, Wor d Studies in the New
T estament, 1:737: "In this passage alone the wor d
is distinctly applied to a Chr istian assembly or place
of worship. T he simplest explanation appear s to be
that the wor d designates the place of meeting f or the
Christian body, James using the wor d most familiar
to the Jewish Chr i stians . . ."
3. Cambridge Gr eek T estament, p. 30: "I t i s at
any r ate clear t hat the sunagoge her e mentioned is
a Christian and not a Jewish place of assembly."
4. Macknight, Apostolical E pistles, p. 590-591:
"T he wor d sunagoge sometimes denotes an assembly
of per sons, sometimes the house in which such an
assembly is held. Her e 'your synagogue' does not
mean a Jewish synagogue, but the house or r oom
wher e the Christians assembled f or wor ship . . ."
5. Rackham, T he Acts of the Apostles, p. 79: "T he
Chr istians indeed, as we see f r om James 2:2, continued to call their places of meeting in Jer u salem
synagogues: but the body which met ther e was the
ecclesia ( chur ch) ( Jas. 5:14)."
T he conclusion, based on the evidence pr esented by
these men who ar e experts in the Gr eek language,
indicates that sunagoge meant Jewish synagogues
in which Chr i stians met or t hat the term was used
of some other meeting place of Christians.
USE IN SCRIPTURE
With the f or egoing inf ormation before us I believe that the saf est way to determine what sunagoge
means in James 2:2 is by the use of t h e wor d in
other passages and the context.
1. Sunagoge was used of material buildings. Accor ding to Luke 7:5 a synagogue was built. Matt. 6:5
points out that hypocrites love to stand and pr ay in
the synagogues. T he scr ibes and Phar isees loved "the
chief seats in the synagogue" (Matt. 23:6). Note
that the sunagoge was ( 1 ) BUI L T , (2) had CHI E F
S E AT S , (3) and that one could ST AND in it.
2. T he early Chr istians sometimes met in synagogues. In his per secution of the chur ch ( ecclesia)
S aul sought letter s unto Damascus "unto the synagogues." I n these he expected to find some who wer e
"of the Way" (Acts 9 : 2 ) . Saul later told the L or d

that he "imprisoned and beat in ever y synagogue
them that believed on thee" (Acts 22:19). See also
Acts 26:11. Remember t hat the Christians met on
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Synagogues
would not be of much use to the Jews on the first day
of the week. Christians of our time of t en meet in
lodge halls and public school buildings without appr oving other activities conducted in the same building at another time. Another possible interpretation,
accor ding to the evidence above, is that the term sunagoge was applied to an assembly-place of Chr istians
other than the Jewish synagogue.
3. How the wor d is used in James. James was written to "the twelve tribes which ar e of the Disper sion" ( James 1:1) . T h ese wer e Jews by birth, but
now Christians (1:2). T hey may have been meeting
in synagogues as indicated above.
I n James 2:3 we lear n that one could "sit" or
"stand" in the sunagoge. T his harmonizes with what
we lear ned about synagogues in point one. T he
chur ch was commanded to "assemble" (Heb. 10:25)
and a place was necessarily implied. T he Christians
sometimes met in a "house" (Rom. 16:5) and sometimes in a synagogue and possibly other places.
CONCLUSION

It is not our purpose in this article to ar gue that
the wor d sunagoge in James 2:2 must, beyond a sha-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ Page 3

dow of a doubt, mean an "assembly-place"; I believe
that the evidence favors this position. My purpose
has been to show that .when institutionalists seek
to prove that James 1:27 involves the chur ch by
turning to James 2:2 they are resting their case on
mighty shaky ground. How would you react if we
had to build our case for baptism, singing, the Lord's
Supper, etc. on such questionable proof?
One of the important and gener ally r ecognized
rules of Bible study is that "No important teaching
or practice is to be based upon doubtful or ambiguous
Scriptures" (Kendrick, Rules of Bible Study, p. 90).
Our desir e is that all men would retur n to that path
in religion which is unquestionably r ight and cannot be wrong.
— 491 E. Woodsdale Ave.

FOOL

Part Two
T he Hebrew word most frequently translated 'fool'
in the O.T . is KESIL. It is also used most often in
Proverbs. KESIL is from a root word meaning to be
dull or sluggish and suggests a slow, self-confident
person (Prov. 14:16). T he idea of impiety and ungodliness are often implied.
T he self-confident fool hates knowledge (Prov.
1:22) ; delights not in under standing (18:2); it is
his sport to do mischief (10:23; his heart proclaimeth foolishness (12:23) ; his mouth poureth out folly
(15:2) ; he retains anger (Eccl. 7:9) ; and is associated with slander (Prov. 10:18) and evil (13:19).
KESIL is a kindred word to NABAL. It is often
used in the context with the idea of wisdom and distinguishes between a wise man and a fool.
"T he fool was he who was thoughtless, careless,
conceited, self-sufficient, indifferent to God and His
Will, or who might even oppose and scoff at religion
and wise instruction" (I.S.B.E . p. 1124).

HAVE YOU RENEWED
Please check your expiration date indicated on
your address place and if your subscription has
expir ed, send your renewal today. T his will
assur e continuation of Sear ching T he Scr iptures for another year .
DO IT TODAY!

"I enjoy reading the paper and get much information from the "articles which I treasure." — Mr s.
Goldie McAlister, Lakeland, Fla.
"I certainly do enjoy reading Searching T he Scriptures and look forward to receiving it each month.
You have one of the finest papers in print and I know
it does much good." — Roy F. Bunting, Barnesville,
Ohio.
"We appr eciate Sear ching T he Scr iptur es ver y
much. We hope and pray if it will be God's will you
all will be able to continue the good work you are
doing." — Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Whisenant, Baileyton, Ala.
"E njoy ver y much Searching T he Scr iptures." —
Lyle A. Berry, Olney, Ill.
"I enjoy reading the paper and receive a great deal
of benefit from it." — Mable Woodrome. Pine Bluff,
Ark.
"Ver y enlightening and according to the wor d."
— E. R. Gunchin, Lockport, Ill.
"I enjoy Searching T he Scriptures as much as any
religious paper I receive." — L eonar d Reid, Pine
Bluff, Ark.
"God bless you both for the time and much work
you put in to get that wonderful paper out ever y
month." — Florence Jedlicka, Hialeah, Fla.
"I do enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures so much.
T hanks to the one who first put me on the mailing
list." — James Blount, Ajo, Ar iz.
"T hank you for a continuing fine publication. We
read it, appreciate it, and often fail to expr ess that
appreciation, I'm afraid. Keep up your good work!"
— Mrs. Hugh W. Davis.
"We enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures ver y much.
Keep up the good work." — C. W. Raymer, Louisville, Ky.
"T he paper is more attractive because of the r ecent changes which you have made. The features you
are offer ing monthly are excellent. I do not enjoy the
letters which you publish from time to time. T hey
should be published because they give you an opportunity to show the prejudice, fuzzy thinking, and in
some cases animosity which exists among those who
are of the anti pattern persuasion. But how could any
r ight thinking per son enjoy being made to r ealize
that some of his brother s and sister s in Chr ist are
in such a condition? I look forward to receiving the
paper each .month." — Fred A. Shewmaker, Wilmington, Ohio.
"T hanks for your good effort to keep the faith
once delivered to the saints." — J. P. Halbrook, Jr.,
Belle Glade, Fla.
"I enjoy the paper very much. . . May the Lord
bless you in your efforts." — Bob Harkrider, Caringbah, Australia.
"I enjoy reading Searching T he Scr iptures ver y
much. I only wish many of our own supposed to be
conservative brethren would do a little more searching instead of so much talking about things they
know nothing about. . . I wish both of you a long and
prosperous life." — E arl F. Pettyjohn, Houston, T ex.
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SMOKING

T he Public Health Service is required to submit
regular reports on the Congress on the health consequences of smoking. T his they did recently in a
publication "T he Health Consequences of Smoking,
A Public Health Service Review: 1967 (PHS Publication, 1966. Revised 1968). T hey reviewed the research which has been done since 1964 when the
original Surgeon General's Report was published.
T his r eport concluded, "Cigar ette smoking is a
health hazard of sufficient importance in the United
States to war r ant r emedial action."
T he pr esent report is summar ized as follows:
1. Cigar ette smoker s have substantially higher
r ates of death and disability than their nonsmoking
counterparts in the population. T his means that cigarette smokers tend to die at ear lier ages and exper ience mor e days of disability than compar able nonsmokers.
2. A substantial portion of earlier deaths and excess disability would not have occurred if those
affected had never smoked.
3. If it were not for cigarette smoking, practically
none of the earlier deaths from lung cancer would
have occur r ed; nor a substantial portion of the earlier deaths from chronic broncho-pulmonary diseases
(commonly diagnosed as chronic bronchitis or pulmonar y emphysema or both) ; nor a portion of the
earlier deaths of cardiovascular origin. E xcess disability from chronic pulmonar y and cardiovascular
diseases would also be less.
4. Cessation or appreciable reduction of cigarette
smoking could delay or overt a substantial portion of

deaths which occur from lung cancer, a substantial
portion of the earlier deaths and excess disability
from chronic broncho-pulmonary diseases, and a portion of the earlier deaths and excess disability of
cardiovascular origin, (p. 3&4 of the Report)
What else can one say ? It could be noted that numerous studies financed by the tobacco industry
have failed to show any relationship between smoking and cancer. It is interesting that the above cited
Report says it is no longer a question of "does cigar ette smoking cause disease?", but rather how
much does it cause?
One of the jokes that used to go around when I
was a boy concerned the brother who was trying to
get another brother to quit smoking. T he smoker replied that he didn't think smoking harmed his health
so he didn't know what he had to gain by quitting.
To this came the r esponse that while it might not
be known what effect quitting would have on his
health it was certain that it would make him smell
better.
Well now it has been settled. If you will quit smoking you will not only smell better but your health
will be better too.

BOOKS BY J. W. McGARVEY
Sermons By McGar vey ...................................... $4.50
McGar vey's Original Commentar y On Acts....... $4.00
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Commentar y On Acts ....................................... $4.95
The Four Fold Gospel......................................... $4.95
order from:
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PUBLICATIONS
P

O

BOX 1 7244

— TAMPA,

FLORIDA

33612
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CREATION? OR EVOLUTION?
BOTH ACCEPTED "BY FAITH"
No. 2

T he battle continues unabated between these two
positions and dogmas, EVOLUTION and NATURALISM versus CRE AT I ON and SUPE RNAT URALISM. Both involve the question or "or igins" —
the univer se, this planet, all forms of life, animal
and plant, and finally the spiritually endowed being
MAN. As mentioned in last month's article all of
these involve matters about which man can have no
personal knowledge. Neither the E volutionist nor the
Creationist was present when these var ious things
came into existence. All any man can know about
the past (and the issue discussed here certainly involves events of the far distant past) is (1) BY
ME MORY (what he contacted, saw, heard, did, had
demonstrated, etc.), and (2) BY TESTIMONY. And
both the creationist and evolutionist depend on the
latter , not the former .
Quote often the Bible believer, who accepts "the
beginning" and "cr eation" as set forth in the Bible,
is r idiculed, in var ious ways, for holding this position. He is said to be a "fundamentalist," "ignorant," "ir r ational," or "super stitious," because what
he believes cannot be accepted "scientifically" —
cannot be a "fact." And, there is nothing that provokes ridicule more than the fact his system is based
upon, and accepted by, "faith." T he evolutionist is
always talking about the creationist and religionist
and his "FAITH," and ignorance and "super stition"
are equated with it. We are asked by the evolutionar y adher ents, "Did you ever see God, or do you
know of anyone else who has? Did you see the universe originate, or do you know of anyone who did?
Did you see when and how life came into existence ?
Did you, or anyone you know of, ever see animals,
such as reptiles and anthropoids, when they first began to be such? And, were you present to observe,
personally, when and how the first man BECAME a
man? or, from what he or iginated?" Of cour se, to
all of these questions, as far as any other HUMAN
is concer ned, the answer would have to be, "No."
T hen he will begin to r idicule and endeavor to
point up our "ignorance" by commenting, "and yet
you swallow 'creation' hook, line and sinker. You
superstitiously accept the old legend and tradition
about how these things came to be and you just accept it all 'by faith.' " Now, when someone like this
thinks he had made his point and exposed you rather
thoroughly because of your "FAITH," ask him a
few questions like these: "Have you ever seen, or

do you know of any human being who has ever seen,
life (a living being coming into being from inorganic
(dead) matter regardless of its 'combinations' and
how many 'building blocks' were involved ? Have you
ever seen, or has anyone else ever seen, any onecelled cr eature become two, four, eight, sixteen
celled cr eatures, or a multi- celled cr eature? Have
you ever observed, and has ANY human being observed, an amoeba turn into a salamander? An invertebr a become a vertebr a? A r eptile change into
a bird? a creature without sex to one with sexual
capacities? A creature with intelligence, moral capacity, and spir itual endowment into one with all
of these? An anthropoid ( such as ape or gorilla)
into half man, near man? Or ANY OF THOSE JUST
MENTIONED INTO MAN?" If your querist is honest and objective he will also have to answer in the
negative. And yet he "swallows, hook, line and
sinker," a dogma or myth for which he has no hint
of FACTUAL PROOF. T he E volutionist teacher or
student accepts something which cannot be proved
by exper imentation; it cannot be demonstrated in
the laboratory; it is NOT going on today. It IS NOT
and CANNOT, therefore, be a FACT, based upon
scientific evidence. It is a philosophy — a dogma —
which he accepts "BY FAI T H."
But he is not only "in the same boat" with the
cr eationists (which he doesn't like to admit) but he
is in far worse shape, because the only way these
two positions, involving doctrines ACCEPTED BY
FAITH, can or should be resolved is by the NATURE, CHARACTER, QUALITY, AND KIND OF
T E S T I MONY AND E VIDENCE UPON WHICH
T HE "FAITH" OF EITHE R IS BASED. T he creationist welcomes such testing and comparison. His
confidence is because he has a wealth of confirmed
and documented evidence sustaining his position; he
has the testimony of the DIVINE BEINGS WHO
ALONE WERE PRESENT WHEN ALL OF THE
T HINGS PREVIOUSLY ME NT I ONED HAD
THEIR ORIGIN. And the ver y science the evolutionists profess to rely upon gives any intelligent
person a thousand times mor e scientific proof for
belief in creation than it does for evolution. ALTHOUGH WE WILL EXAMINE IN DETAIL ALL
THEIR SO-CALLED PROOFS FOR EVOLUTION
L AT E R, ask the evolutionist, who confronts you,
"what fact of 'science' and what demonstration of
'science' can be brought forth to bear witness for
the fact of evolution from amoeba to man?"
To point up what KIND of faith the evolutionist
has and how strong and dur able is the foundation
upon which it rests I want to quote from A. G. Tilney, in EVOLUTION PROTEST MOVEMENT, Pamphlet No. 133, Jan. 1966. His article is headed
SCIENTIFIC FAITH AND EVOLUTIONARY
CREDULITY, " 'When men cease to believe in God,'
said G. K. Chesterton, 'they do not believe in nothing ; they believe in anything' — hence the paradoxical epithet of believing disbelievers. Man knows so
little, depends upon so much, that he is by his very
nature compelled to breathe and live, drink and walk
(if not drive) by faith. But faith perverted and unwarranted, unlimited and unjustified, is not REAL
faith, but cr edulity. When faith walks out by the
door, cr edulity flies in at the window. Science is
based upon faith. — and is justified by its fruits; it
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works; it gets you there. T he discover ies of men of
faith — who assumed that the univer se must be
taken ser iously — that it was not 'a hoax or a nightmare' — that it was a unity, that its study led somewher e, got them somewher e — in astronomy, in
chemistry, in chemistry, in physics, in Science generally. T heir predictions came true — the calculations pr eceding the successful jour ney of Mar iner
IV worked;— (other illustrations cited — P.F.).
"But the CREDULITY — the MISBEGOTTEN,
MISGUIDED, MISTAKEN, MISAPPLIED FAITH
OF EVOLUTIONISTS — HAS GOT T E N THEM
NOWHE RE, T HUS PROVING THAT EVOLUTION
IS NOT S CI E NT I FIC, NOT SCI E NCE AT ALL.
DARWIN CRE DULOUSLY BE L I E VED THAT
FURT HE R DIGGING WOULD DISCLOSE THE
L O S T P AGE S OF T HE V O L U ME O F T H E
STRAT A, — HE WAS WRONG. HIS FOLLOWERS
CREDULOUSLY BELIEVED THAT EXTRA
HUNT-ING WOULD BRING TO LIGHT THE
'MISSING LINK' — THEY WERE WRONG. IT WAS
CREDULOUSLY
BELIEVED
THAT
UNDISPUT E D
PRE-CAMBRIAN
FOSSILS.
FILLING IN THE GAP OR GULF OF THE FIRST
THRE E-QUART E RS OF UNDI S COVE RED
SELF-EVOLVINC L I F E , WOULD IN TIME BE
FOUND — THE CRE DUL-ITY WAS WRONG. IT
WAS CREDULOUSLY
BE-LIEVED
(AND
DE CLARED HALF A CENTURY AGO) T HAT
LIFE WOULD BE SYNTHESIZED IN THE
L ABORATORY — BUT DESPITE THE BOAS T
CURRE NT I N T HE 'SUN' (7/12/65) UNDER
'FRONTIERS OF SCIENCE ', 'FAITH' IS ONCE
MORE MISBEGOTTEN, HAS BEEN AND WILL
BE , PROVED WRONG. IT WAS CREDULOUSLY
BELIEVED THAT MAN WOULD GET TO THE
END OF MATTER, BUT AFTER THE' ADDI-TION
OF OVE R A HUNDRED PARTICLES, MAT-T E R
IS NOW S E E N TO BE MORE INTELLI-GENTLY
AND SECURELY PATTERNED THAN EVER.
When a young man, Huxley read a sentence in Lord
Mor ley's essays, T he next task of science will be to
create a religion for humanity.' T he words went
home. T hey suddenly led him to believe that it was
his mission in life to create such a religion. T hat is
why he has adopted and boosted the pseudo-science
of the Jesuit geologist Teilhard de Chardin as the
most wonderful philosophy and theology ever. BUT
IT IS SHE E R CREDULITY — BOUNDLESS AND
GROUNDLESS
'FAITH,' NEVER TO BE
FULFILLED: 'E volution, from cosmic star-dust to
human society, is a continuous process. It transforms the wor ld- stuff . . . it is creative' ( E vol. Ethics, 1943). Teilhard, starting from nothing at all,
nevertheless ends, with EVOLUTIONARY CREDULITY, at the Omega Principle — amidst the smoke
of the Indian rope-trickster" (pages 3,4). (to be
continued)

B I B L E S AND BOOKS
Do you need a Bible, commentary, reference book,
sermon outlines, debate, or other religious books?
We can get any book in print for you.

"EATING IN THE MEETING HOUSE"
No. 2

We continue our study of the use of church buildings. T hese lessons are, at least in part, a review of
an article under the above heading which was wr itten by a gospel preacher and college professor. (See
the fir st article in the August issue.)
"If I Corinthians 11:22, 34 means that Chr istians
cannot eat in a building in which they assemble for
wor ship then wher e did Pr iscilla and Aquila eat
(Rom. 16:3-5) ? Did Paul depr ive them of the ver y
place where he told the Cor inthians they could eat
— their house or home ? T heir home was the meeting house of the church. Was it wrong to have a
kitchen in it?"
In reply to this, I shall quote from an article by
Robert L. Willis in reply to one by Burton Coffman
which appeared in the GOSPEL ADVOCAT E , Februar y 20, 1964:
"T he sophism that the early church met in private
homes in which there were kitchens, and thus it is
right to have kitchens in our church buildings today
is plain foolishness. We may point out that the ear ly
church in all likelihood, in some areas, met in private homes where the barn for the animals was an
integral part of the buildings. T his, however, would
not justify the building of barns onto our church
buildings today. T he church today must meet in
certain areas in dance halls and other such buildings. T his does not mean that WHAT we may find
in these buildings should be a part of the church
building when such is later erected. If all of us would
become as concerned about working for the Lord as
we are about eating and drinking and playing, we
would probably become a little more successful in
our religious action. T here are some in the church
today who seem to think that the whole sum total
of Christianity is to 'eat, drink and be merry.' About
all they know how to do is dr ink coffee and play."
Our brother asked the question: "I s it wrong to
eat in a meeting house but right to drink there? I
Cor. 11:22, 34 speaks of drinking as well as eating."
Providing dr inking water, like rest rooms, is essential in an assembly of people, and is in no sense
parallel to a church kitchen. He does not use common sense nor take the context into consideration.
In further consideration of the above question, the
following quotation is worthy of careful consideration:
"We are presented the argument that if I Corinthians 11:22 for bids 'Church Kitchens' it also forbids dr inking fountains. Superficially plausible, in-
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deed, but what honest student of the holy scriptures
would declar e the drinking mentioned her e to be the
same as the drinking at the water f ountains in our
buildings of today. Does not prudence gr ant that
whatever the specific acts of that distant day, which
the inspir ed apostle f orbade, the lessons f or us hold
forth a warning against mixing the world in the
ser vice and wor ship of the chur ch? Does the par taking of a drink of water at the fountains we have
today enter any way into the ser vice and wor ship
to God?
"Acceptable ser vice to God is a 'hear t ' ser vice.
Respect and wor ship to God is paid under standingly.
It ther ef or e must be done by plan and intention corr ectly f ounded to be acceptable in the sight of God.
Hence, the purpose, the end, f or which things ar e
provided should lead the wise to act cor r ectly. T he
drinking fountain — what is its purpose ? What is
the intention which pr ovides a place f or mother s to
take car e of f r etful babies? What is the purpose of
a 'Chur ch Kitchen'? I s it planned to give meat to
the hungr y as described in Matthew 25, and thus
glor i f y God thr ough the chur ch? Or does it mer ely
supply an avenue thr ough which man may give vent
to a social urge ?
"Cor r ectly founded judgment will sur ely consider
the pr esent needs, but in view of r i ght principles
and future r esults. Certain r equir ements of physical
man know no bounds of time. T her ef or e, to provide
seats for man to relax in during a period of ser vice
thr ough which he could not stand by r eason of physical f atigue; to pr ovide a place to assuage thir st
during a mor ning's ser vice to God; pr oviding a 'r est
r oom' in view of the same r easonableness, of f er s not
the least comf ort to those who would supply the
mater ial building of the L or d's house with a place
to f eed the social and physical man, and which is
pr ovided with no higher intention than the bounds
of this world.
"But, should we gr ant f or the sake of ar gument
that the 'Chur ch Kitchen' of today is not a departure
from God's way, we ar e still faced with what the
future ef f ect may be gener ations from now. And we
know that only those things provided which enhance
the glories of God's plan of simplicity, which in a
thousand gener ations would not deviate f r om God's
divine patter n, ar e the saf e things to adopt and be
gover ned by. Why, mortal man, strive f or things
questionable?" ( Vaughn D. Shofner, PRE CE P T OR,
October, 1954)
As far back as I can r emember, chur ches pr ovided
water and r est room facilities. It may have been a
bucket and dipper and the house out back, but they
did. And when they had all- day ser vices and "dinner
on the gr ound" and it came up a r ain at eating time
they sometimes went inside. T hey may have been
inconsistent, but those br ethr en never dr eamed of
a chur ch kitchen or the chur ch er ecting and maintaining a "f ellowship hall" and they would have opposed such. T he truth is, they did oppose such until
r ecent year s. It is a modern innovation among
chur ches of Christ.
We quote again fr om our f r i end:
"I s it right to eat together ( Acts 2:46; 11:3; Jude
12) ? Who has the right to legislate as to wher e it is
to be or not to be, just so it is not in connection with
the L ord's supper. So long as we keep our worship

ser vice separ ate f r om our social activities in point
of time, by what authority does anyone legislate as
to what may or may not be done in a meeting house
if the thing is not wr ong."
T his has been answer ed. Certainly it is. not wr ong
for Christians to eat together . T he scriptures which
he gave do not support his ar gument. Acts 2:46 says
the eating was "f r om house to house." I t was not
done in a chur ch kitchen or f ellowship hall. Acts
11:3 is irrelevant and has nothing to do with chur ch
action, much less a kitchen. Jude 12 cer t ainly does
not justify chur ch sponsor ed and supported social
activities.
He seems to think that we may do anything in the
meeting house "if t h e thing is not wr ong." T hat's
the point! It is wrong to do anything in the meeting
house which is not the wor k of the chur ch or which
is contr ar y to its true mission and the purpose f or
which the building was er ected. T o do so is to misappr opriate the funds by which it was built and
pr ostitute its true purpose.
He closes by saying: "T he chur ch is a family. Is
it wrong for a family to eat together ? T he chur ch is
a br other hood. Is it wr ong f or b r ethr en to engage in
social activities?"
I s he saying that the chur ch may do anything
which a f amily may do? T hat is what I i n f er f r om
his statement, but such is not tr u e. A f amily may
do many things which the chur ch cannot do. No, it
is not wr ong f or "br ethr en" to engage in social activities so long as such is done on an individual or
f amily basis. It is wr ong f or t h e chur ch to engage
in social activities, f or the chur ch is a spir itual institution. With so many chur ches engaging in social
and r ecr eational activities, it is not difficult to under stand why Christianity is losing its influence. I nformed and sensible people know that the chur ch
should engage in spiritual rather than social activities. T he following quotation by E . Digby Baltzell,
associate pr of essor of sociology at the Univer sity
of Pennsylvania, is typical of the thinking of many
people of our time:
"It is my contention that the social activities car r i ed on by our chur ches and synagogues since the
war have tended to make the American people incr easingly cynical about the r eal influence of r eligion
in our lives. In other words, we, especially men and
college gr aduates, ar e r ealizing that the chur ch and
synagogue ar e becoming places to meet r ather t han
places of worship. It is, ther ef or e, r eligious institutions and their leader s who ar e doing most to drive
r eligion out of Amer ican lif e." ( ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT , April 19, 1965.)
In our next lesson, we will conclude this study
with some additional obser vations and quotations.

QUEST FOR A CHRISTIAN AMERICA
by DAVID EDWIN
HARRELL, JR.
A thor ough and scholarly wor k on the histor y
of Disciples of Christ from 1 800 to 1 865.
PRICE — $5.95
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THE GARNER-BARR DIFFERENCE

Dr. Albert Garner, Lakeland, Flor ida and Ver non
L . Barr, Dallas, T exas are well known preachers and
debater s in the Missionar y Baptist Chur ch. I n recent year s, I have met these men on the polemic
platform and have found they are as far apart as the
two poles on Baptist chur ch membership. When I
asked Dr. Gar ner if one had to be baptized in order
to get into the Baptist chur ch, he answer ed, "Yes."
He took the consequences of his doctrine like a man
and admitted it took mor e to get into the Baptist
chur ch than it did heaven. One Baptist preacher
told me it took more to get married than it did to get
into heaven!
Mr. Barr, evidently got tired taking a whipping
on this point, so he concocted an entirely different
theory. When I asked Mr. Barr if one had to be baptized in order to get into the Baptist chur ch he r eplied, "I don't take the position that some of my
brethren do that you ar e baptized into the Baptist
chur ch. You ar e r eceived in by the member s and
then you ar e baptized in the chur ch, not baptized
into it. T his may surprise him and maybe some of
my brethr en." Mr. Barr's answer didn't surprise me
because I learned a long time ago not to be surprised
at anything a Baptist preacher says in a debate. It
is my firm conviction that a Baptist preacher can't
talk five minutes without either contradicting himself or misrepresenting his opponent. Mr. Barr's position is out of step with most of his colleagues. He
is the only one I have met who espouses this
position.
However, Mr. Barr's troubles are not over. He is in
grave difficulties with his brethren on other matters.
For example, if one should meet both Barr and Garner he would leave the discussion not knowing when
a man is in the Baptist church! Barr says one is "r eceived into it," and Garner says one is "baptized into
it." L et us say that Gar ner makes a trip to Dallas
and conducts a meeting wher e Ver non L . Barr is
pastor. Let me suggest that ten come forward and
get saved, according to Baptist standards. Bar r
would have the church, take a vote and receive them
into the Baptist church. Garner, would say, "Vernon,
hold on a minute; these folks aren't in the Baptist
church, they haven't been baptized yet." Barr would
say, "Now listen Albert, you do it in Florida like you
want to but here in T exas we receive them in." What
a r evolting development by two of the biggest
pr eacher s in the Baptist chur ch!
But their problems ar e not over yet. Let us say
that Mr. Garner decides to spend an extended vaca-

tion in Dallas. Since many Baptists "put off" the
baptismal services for several weeks and sometimes
months, let us say that the ten have not yet been
baptized. T he time comes to eat the Lord's Supper.
Since Baptists practice "close communion" only Baptist church members are allowed to eat. T hey spread
the Lord's Supper in Barr's Baptist church and get
ready to observe. Garner moves over on the pew and
whispers to Barr, "Vernon, you aren't going to let
those ten new converts eat the supper ar e you?"
Bar r would r eply, "Albert, please get quiet, I
thought we had settled that a few weeks back; you
know they were 'received into' the Baptist church."
Gar ner r ises to his feet and exclaims in audible
tones, "I don't care what you say, Vernon, one can't
become a Baptist without being baptized." T he poor
ten converts ar e sitting back in the audience in a
state of frustration. One says they can and the other
says they can't; one says they shall and the other
says they shan't! It is a shame that two of the biggest preachers don't know when a man becomes a
Baptist. One says they are "in" and the other says
they are "out." Barr finally wins out and they are
allowed to eat the Supper in Dallas.
Well, let us say that these ten new converts decide
to take a little vacation down to Lakeland, Flor ida
and see Dr. Garner's college and visit the chur ch
where he is pastor. While they are there the Lord's
Supper is prepared in Dr. Garner's church and they
get ready to eat. T he ten new converts had eaten the
Supper in Dallas so they get ready to eat again. Garner rises and says, "Hold on boys, don't touch that
supper, you haven't been baptized yet." T he ten frustrated converts say, "Yes, but brother Garner, we
ate the Lord's Supper back in Texas." Garner would
reply, "Yes, but I will have you to know that you are
not in T exas today you are in Florida and I still say
you ar e not in the Baptist Chur ch."
This Garner-Barr difference gets bogged down on
the matter of church discipline also. Both Barr and
Garner says a man can be kicked out of the Baptist
church because of unruly conduct. Garner told me he
kicked them completely out of the Baptist church. I
asked him how they could get back into the Baptist
church the second time and he told me to sit down
and tend to my own business! L et us say that two
of these new converts went out and got drunk before
they were baptized. According to Barr they are "in,"
so he would have to exercise discipline and throw
them out of the Baptist church, (in Dallas) Garner
would rise to a point of order and say, "Vernon how
can you kick them out when they have never been
in!" So the poor converts are still confused. Bar r
says they have been "in" but now they are "out" but
Garner hays they have never been "in" so they have
always been "out!"
This reminds me of the story of the old man whose
wife "nagged" him to join her church. He never had
an "exper ience of grace" therefore the pastor and
the members would not vote him in. Finally she
"nagged" him so long, he decided to make up a story
and tell it before the church to see if he could get in.
So he pr esented himself befor e the church dur ing
big meetin' time. T he pastor asked for his "experience" and he said, "Well sir, I was in the corn cr ib
this morning shelling corn and the Lord appeared to
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me and told me to go and join the chur ch." T he
pastor said, "John, that was a wonderful exper ience,
we will take a vote on you to see if we can let you in."
T hey took the vote and the entire church voted
unanimously to receive him in. On his way home
while riding- in the old wagon his wife said, "John, I
didn't know the Lord talked with you this morning,
why didn't you tell me about it?" He replied, "Well,
Ma, it really didn't happen but I had to do something
to get in." She said, "John, you should be ashamed
of yourself. Now, you go right back down that isle
tomorrow night and tell the preacher that you lied."
So the next night John walked the isle again. T he
pastor said, "John what are you doing back down
here?" He said, "Preacher, I want to make a confession; the Lord really didn't talk with me last
night, I told a lie." T he preacher exclaimed, "John, it
is a shame we must vote you out." He asked the congregation and they unanimously voted him out. On
the way home his "nagging" wife said, "John, I was
never so humiliated in all my life because of what
you have done." He replied, "Shaw, ma, I don't care,
I didn't want to be a member of that chur ch anyway ; T hey voted me "in" for telling a lie and voted
me "out" for telling the truth!"

WANT E D: BI BL E AUTHORITY
James L. Denison
T he Batesville Daily Guard of June 21, 1968, published an article by the East Side Church of Christ
entitled "T he Need For Authority." We commend
this article ver y highly!
T he article states: "We must have author ity for
our religious actions. Col. 3:17. . . . If we cannot find
Bible authority for acts performed in our work and
wor ship, they ar e in vain, and should be ceased."
We heartily agr ee! Also; that Bible author ity can
be established by a direct command, approved example, or necessar y inference. Again we agr ee!
T he article closed by asking, "Can you find authority scr ipturally approving your activities in religion?" We hereby ask our more liberal brethren,

WITH WHOM E ast Side is associated, this same
question regarding some of their teachings and
practices.
We ask them: WHE RE IS BIBLE AUTHORITY
FOR:
1. A "brotherhood eldership" through which AL L
congregations MAY perform a given work to which
all are equally related? For example, Fifth & Highland of Abilene, T exas.
2. A "sponsoring chur ch" ar r angement such as
exists for the HE RALD OF TRUTH program of
Fifth & Highland in Abilene, T exas.
3. Activating the chur ch univer sal; either in actuality or principle?
4. T he chur ch ( i n its congr egational capacity)
building and maintaining — making donations to:
(1) S chools and colleges: such as Harding,
David L ipscomb, Abilene Christian College, et als.?
(2) Homes for unwed mother s?
(3) Hospitals?
(4) Other benevolent institutions?
5. T he chur ch (in its congr egational capacit y)

supporting or aiding benevolently, non- saints?
6. Church kitchens and banquet halls; commonly
known as "Fellowship" buildings.
7. Chur ch sponsor ed r ecr eation and entertainment; such as ball teams, hootenannys, gr eased pig
chases, chur ch parties, chur ch supper s, etc.?
8. T he chur ch engaging in business enterprises:
such as r ental property, farms, nur ser y schools,
parking lots, etc.?
Now brethren, all we ask of you concerning these
practices is what you have asked of the denominations concerning their practices: "CAN YOU FIND
AUT HORI T Y SCRI P T URAL L Y APPROVING
YOUR ACTIVITIES IN RELIGION?" Book, chapter, and verse, please! If you cannot find Bible author ity for them, then they ought to cease!! GAP
ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
BATESVILLE, ARKANSAS (Written by
James L. Denison of T ampa, Fla., for the Gap Road
Chur ch of Chr ist, and approved by them for
publication.)
(ADV.)
During my meeting with the Gap Road congregation of Batesville, Ar kansas, June 20- 30th, I wrote
the above article at the request of the Gap Road
brethren. It was published by them in the Batesville
Daily Guard on June 26, 1968. T here was no response from the sever al liber al pr eacher s of that
area; though several of the members of the liberal
chur ches spoke favor ably of the article. However ,
as a result of the article a "one- cup, non-Sunday
School" group, through one of their preachers, J. W.
Kornagay of Raleigh, N.C., challenged Gap Road to
debate them on the "cups" and "Bible Class" questions. At the request of the Gap Road church for my
advice, I suggested they accept the challenge and
get Bro. E lmer Moore of Lufkin, Texas, who has debated these questions on other occasions, to represent them. I contacted Bro. Moore on Sunday night
( 6- 30-68), and he agr eed to meet Bro. Kor nagay.
T he debate will probably take place the latter part
of 1968 or early 1969.
James L. Denison
4607
So.
Lois
T ampa, Fla. 33611
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T H E N E W S L E T T E R RE P ORT S
"... They r ehear sed all that God had done with them..." — Acts 14:27

Robert LaCoste, Glendale, Ariz. — The church in
Glendale, Ar izona which meets at 6801 No. 60th
Avenue is in need of a preacher and would like to
hear from anyone inter ested in the wor k. Contact
the elder s at the above addr ess for further information.
Donald R. Givens, Novato, Calif. — Our gospel
meeting with Otis Moyer which was scheduled for
September, is now scheduled for October 6-11, 1968.
One more has been baptized recently. Br ethren in
the Bay area of California are invited to attend the
meeting.
R. A. Pentecost, Sr. — After one year with the
church in Gibson City, Ill. I will be moving to work
with the sound church in Roseville, Michigan (a
subur b of Detroit). T he chur ch in Gibson City is
seeking a preacher to work with her in the preaching of the gospel. Any preacher desir ing to move to
this area may contact: Guy Moore, R.R. #2, Fairbury, Ill. 61739. Phone 1-309-377-2876.
Tom Wheeler, Frostproof, Fla. — I just recently
moved to Frostproof, Fla., to work full time with
the Lord's church in this small city. I had preached
her e on Sunday for over a year. The church is at
peace and we ar e looking forward to a good work
in this area. T he church is at peace and we are looking forward to a good work in this area. Anyone
dr iving Highway 27 through central Flor ida would
be welcome at any of the services. We are easy to
find as the city is small. We have just completed a
wonderful series of meetings with brother Bob Owen
doing the preaching. Crowds were good, the preaching was the best, one was baptized, one restored, and
the chur ch I am sur e was strengthened.
Larry R. Devore, New Carlisle, Ohio — Since my
report in May, we have had two more baptized and
four restored. Brother Dudley R. Spear s pr eached
in a meeting at Funston Avenue, June 15-21. I was
in a meeting at Roseville, Ohio, July 15-21.
Rodney M. Miller, Haltom City, T exas — Oliver

Murray will be with us for a meeting September 30October 6. T he summer months have been good to
us, as we ar e showing good signs of growth. We
have found two new families since the month of
June. T he meeting with Dad was no doubt a big help
and boost to us. It also looks like that in the ver y
near future we will be able to pay off the last six
year s of debt on the building and this will free us
to do some much needed work.
James Denison, Henderson Blvd., Tampa, Fla. —

Harold Dowdy will be with the Henderson Blvd.
church in T ampa, October 6-11. All in the T ampa
Bay ar ea ar e invited to attend.
Calvin C. Essary, Layton, Utah — I will be moving to Fontana, Califor nia in October to work with
the faithful congr egation ther e. T he chur ch meets
at 9132 Sierra Avenue, Fontana, Calif. 92335, and
correspondence may be sent to me there. T he work
will be continued here by brother David Settles, 1991
No. 1000 West, Clinton, Utah 84015. His phone no.
is 825-1735. T he congregation meets at the Amer ican Legion Building in Layton, 128 So. Main St., and
is endeavor ing to stand for the truth of God's word
in this difficult area.
Johnie Edwards, E llettsville. Ind. — 22 baptized,
one restored, 2 identified at E llettsville, Ind., during
July and August. I was in the following meetings:
Grant & Summitt St., Portsmouth, Ohio, 4 baptized,
1 restored in July; Waco, Ind., in August with 5 baptized; Pikes Peak, Ind., in August; Belmont Avenue,
Indianapolis, Ind., in September 8-14. I will be at
Youngs Creek, I nd., in October 7-13 and with the
9th Avenue church in St. Petersburg, Fla., November 6-13.
M. ROY STEVENS — A HELPER OF MANY
Dean Bullock

Our esteemed brother and beloved preacher passed
away in the early morning of August 18, 1968 at
the age of 69 years, 6 months and 22 days. He is survived by his faithful wife and companion of almost
forty-nine years: Hallie Mae; by four sons: Eldred,
Hulan, R. J. and L anier; by a daughter: Nancy
Ruth Page; by a host of other r elatives.
Two funeral services were conducted for him. T he
first at Clute, T exas, at 10 a.m., August 19, 1968;
the second at Yoakum, T exas, place of bur ial, at 4
p.m. the same day. I preached the sermon at Clute,
assisted in the service by Homer Hailey who was in
a meeting there. Herman Sargent conducted the service at Yoakum, assisted by Albert Jennings, local
pr eacher ther e. Large crowds assembled at both
places to mourn, with the family and multitudes of
brethren in many sections of the country, the passing of a noble and generous man.
M. Roy Stevens was a remarkable and unusual
fellow; a ver satile individual. He was an efficient
and effective preacher, a capable teacher, an excellent and outstanding song leader and teacher of
music, a wise counselor, an energetic per sonal
worker. He was one with a stabilizing influence
among br ethr en; a spir itual builder. And one of
those stalwart souls in whose home many persons
found warmth, depth, delight and genuine hospitalit y. He had a fine sense of humor, a r eady wit, a

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ Page
11

cheerful disposition. People wer e attracted to him.
He loved people and people loved him. More than
that, he loved the Lord, the truth and the chur ch.
Most of what M. Roy was to me is forever sealed
in my heart. He led the singing, in his inimitable
way, in the first meeting in which I ever tried to
preach. As a young, immature and inexperienced
pr eacher, I sought and r eceived from him advice
and assistance. Our paths crossed many times
through the years. We worked together closely on
numerous occasions. He was a source of strength
to me. What he was to me he was to other s. A host
of preachers, song leaders and church leaders were
encouraged and helped on their way by him. He indeed was "a helper of many."
M. Roy was baptized by his own father, T exas H.
Stevens, in 1915. He served the Master for about
fifty-three years. His good influence will live on. "He
being dead yet speaketh." He still speaks by faith
and example to sister Hallie Mae, to his children
(three of whom are preachers, one an elder) and to
many br ethren whose lives were touched by his.
Only eter nity can r eveal the true impact of his
life. "For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Spir it and of faith: and much people was added
unto the Lord."
Jerry Eubanks, 1701 L inda Str eet, Plant City,
Florida 33566 — On June 1, 1968. I began my new
work with the faithful Chr istians here in Plant City.
T he work thus far has been encour aging in that
unity and peace exist. With such an pleasant environment among God's people, surely God will give to
us an increase. Beginning September 29 and continuing through October 4, brother Ross Saunder s,
of Bradley, Arkansas will be with us in a gospel
meeting. Bro. Saunder s is a former preacher her e
in Plant City and much good is anticipated.
Prior to my move to Flor ida, I preached for the
Embry Hills congregation in northeast Atlanta. Embry Hills is made up of fine people and my stay with
them was a r ewarding exper ience. David Tant is
now working with that congregation.

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
THE CLOSED MINDED, DEFIANT PROSPECT

In per sonal evangelism the greatest of all obstacles to be dealt with is the hard, prejudiced individual, who is closed minded and defiant. T r ying to
deal with per sons of this disposition r equir es a lot
of patience. Sarcasm, ridicule and rebuke should

never be engaged in by the teacher, but particularly
is this true in dealing with this type of individual.
T his is the time to pr ess and dr ive home scr ipture.
If the Word of God cannot break and pulverize hearts
of this nature, nothing will. "For the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spir it, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discer ner of the thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. 4:12). Show the prospect that without forgiveness, the soul is lost (Mark 16:16, Luke 13:3). Demonstrate that only in Chr ist is there hope in this life,
and in the life to come (I Cor. 15:19; I T im. 1:1; 3:7;
I Pet. 1:3), and that ther e is no peace of mind and
r eal joy outside of Chr ist (I Pet. 3:21; Acts 8).
Never high-pressure your prospect. Above all, do not
give up easily. Make every effort for follow-up at a
later date. Many prospects have been guided to accept the truth through other opportunities that have
presented themselves.
THE UNDECIDED

T he per sonal worker will run into mor e people
who fit into the "undecided" bracket than any other.
One will have to determine the reason for the hesitation before being able to deal with it. Some are
undecided because they feel that they do not know
enough. Others are in doubt and some are just indifferent. Others become undecided because they feel
that they cannot live the Chr istian life.
L et us look at those who feel that they do not
know enough to obey the gospel. If the teacher has
done a good job with his home study, and knows
that the prospect has been instructed in the principles necessar y to obedience, then all that remains is
to inform the undecided regarding how much knowledge is necessary before obeying the gospel. Some
honestly feel that they must understand all the ramifications, instrumental music, etc., when in r eality
if they know what the Bible teaches the alien to do
in order to become a Christian, they know enough to
obey their Lord. Stress can be laid upon Matthew's
account of the great commission, "T each all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things" (Matt. 28:19-20). God's order is
T E ACH, baptize, and T E ACH AL L T HINGS. T his
may be illustrated by tur ning to Acts 2 or 8, with
such questions as "how much did the Eunuch know
before he was baptized," or "how many sermons did
the Pentecostians hear before they obeyed the
gospel?"
As suggested, doubt and uncertainty often causes
people to be undecided about obeying the gospel.
T here are two groups of doubters: the honest doubter
and the dishonest doubter. As to the latter, if one
is dishonest with reference to his dubiousness
(whether or not one actually doubts in this condition
is doubtful in and of itself), ther e is pr ecious little
that you can do. "Give not that which is holy unto
the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine"
(Matt. 7:6). Re-affirm what the New T estament
teaches for the honest doubter.
Indifference on the part of the prospect is another
great obstacle. After having made your appeal from
the Scr iptur es with the use of such passages as
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Hebr ews 2:3, it may be necessar y to exhort your
pr ospect with "many other wor ds" ( Acts 2:40).
Usually an appeal to one's sense of r esponsibility, to
himself, and to his family is most ef f ective (Eph. 6:
1- 4; Deut. 6:4 - 7). An ar gument with r ef er ence to
the eter nal r esting place of the soul, with such questions as "if your childr en ( f ather , wif e, etc.) were
to ask you f or advice concer ning their souls, and you
wer e upon you r death bed, would you advise them
to follow in your steps?" T his sometimes will get
the job done.
"I HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED" OBSTACLE
Many pr ospects have been baptized into some denomination, and when they ar e conf r onted with the
question of obeying the gospel, they excuse themselves with the statement, "I have alr eady been baptized !" If, for example, your prospect was a Baptist,
you will know in advance that if the pr ospect was
baptized f or the r emission of sins, it was in spite of
Baptist doctrine, and not because of it. You can
tackle this pr oblem by asking the following questions in the order given: "What is the purpose of
baptism?" T hen lead the pr ospect to answer accor ding to the Bible. T hen ask, "wher e did you lear n that
baptism was f or t h e r emission of sins? In view of
the f act that Baptists do not believe that baptism is
essential unto salvation, could you possibly have
lear ned this f r om a Baptist pr eacher ? Or did you
lear n this truth by visiting the chur ch of Christ
after you became a Baptist?" You will need to stress
the fact that the pr ospect in all likelihood did not
under stand the tr uth with r ef er ence to baptism
while joining the Baptist chur ch, but gained this
knowledge later, and in all likelihood back- t r acked
in his thinking. Such people have not been baptized
accor ding to the New T estament.
Some choose to build doubt in the mind of the
pr ospect with r ef er ence to his baptism, by inquiring
into the conf ession that was made bef or e the pr ospect was baptized. I f you do this, be sur e to teach
clearly the r elationship between conf essing one's
f aith in Christ and baptism. When this is done, the
impor t ance of conf essing that "I b elieve that God
for Christ's sake has forgiven me for my sins," before being baptized into the Baptist chur ch is immediately under stood. One cannot be baptized until
he conf esses his faith in Christ. An appeal with r ef er ence to making one's calling and election sur e will
bring about a r esponse in most cases.
CONCLUSION
Remember t hat the gospel is a message f or the
whole world, and the r esponsibility of car r ying that
message to the wor l d r ests on the whole chur ch!
Convert that friend to Chr ist today! L ear n to meet
his objections.

ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTIONS ... AND THE
ANSWERS GIVEN!
Most of the Roman Catholic publications with
which I have come in contact, devote space to questions submitted by r eader s. T he answer s to those
questions, ar e, of cour se, accur ate and authentic, as
far as Roman Catholic doctrine and pr actice ar e concerned. T her ef or e, when we copy and criticize these
r eplies, we ar e making use of ACCURAT E i nf ormation. T her e can be no MISRE P RE S E NT AT I ON of
Catholic teaching and pr actice by such a pr ocedur e.
(1) QUE S T I ON: "How f ar back has the Chur ch,
founded by Christ, been called the Catholic Chur ch?"
ANSWER: "T he wor d was used as early as the
close of the first centur y to indicate one of the mar ks
of the Chur ch, catholic or univer sal. For many centuries, the wor d was used in just that sense and its
place might have been taken by one of the other
wor ds indicating the f our marks — 'Apostolic' or
'Holy' or 'One.' T her e was a tendency to use the
wor d catholic as the distinguishing epithet of the
Chur ch, which became common custom in E ngland in
the 16th centur y. Now the title 'Catholic Chur ch'
designates the entir e embodiment of the faithful of
both E aster n and Wester n Rites under the authority
of the P ope at Rome. E xcept f or a small body of
High Anglicans, no other Christians use the name
as a distinguishing title." ( T he T ablet, Oct. 29th,
1955).
COMME NT : Another pr iest, B. L . Conway writes:
"T he name Catholic as a name is not-applied to the
Catholic Chur ch in the Bible . . . St. Ignatius of Antioch, writing to the Christians of Smyrna about the
year 110 A.D., is the first to use the name." (The
Question Box, page 132). T he wor d 'catholicon' was
applied in early centuries to gener al or univer sal
drugs which wer e held to be efficacious in the tr eatment of numer ous diseases. T hus became known as
'catholicons.' P eter t aught, and L uke wr ote: Be it
known unto you all, and to all the people of Isr ael,
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazar e+ h, whom
we crucified, whom God r aised f r om the dead, even
by him doth this man stand her e bef or e you whole.
T his is the stone which was set at nought of you
builder s, which is become the head of the cor ner .
Neither is ther e salvation in any other: for THERE
IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG ME N, WHE RE BY WE MUST BE
SAVE D " (Acts 4:10- 12).
(2) QUE S T I ON: "I t hink a good explanation of
the meaning of E mber Days would help people t o
show mor e r espect f or them. What is the origin of
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Ember Days? Why do we fast and abstain on these
days?"
ANSWER: "Ember Days are the Wednesday, Friday and Satur day of a week at the beginning of each
season. T he origin of the name is not known but the
practice is almost as old as the Chur ch. It grew out
of a pr actice obser ved by the heathens at Rome who,
in their agricultur al life, held pagan r eligious ser vices at the beginning of each impor t ant season; in
June f or a bountiful harvest, in September f or a rich
vintage and in December f or t h e seeding. T he
Chur ch, when converting heathen nations, has always tried to utilize any pr actices which could be
sanctified or Christianized. So, she bor r owed this
custom and held fasts in June, September and December as early as the end of the second century,
adding a fourth season a centur y or t wo later .
"Now, by law fixed by P ope Gr egor y VII in the
eleventh centur y, the Ember Days are observed on
the Wednesday, Friday and Satur day after Dec. 13
(St. Lucy) , af t er Ash Wednesday, af t er P entecost
and after S ept. 14 (E xaltation of the Cr oss). The obser vance of fast and abstinence on these days, begun
in Rome, was taken to each newly evangelized part
of the Wester n Chur ch, so it is one of the oldest disciplinary practices we have. T he purpose of this act
of mortification and penance is the special sanctification of the four seasons, still retaining the notion
of asking God's blessing on the goods of the earth,
but especially f or obtaining God's blessing on the
cler gy, f or whose or dination the Satur days of E mber
weeks ar e set apart.
"T he r egulations f or E mber Days at pr esent r equir e that all the faithful over 21 and under 60 year s
of age (past the 59th birthday) obser ve the f ast by
taking only one full meal and two light meals and in
addition, all over 7 year s (without any upper age
limit) abstain fr om meat excepting at the principal
meal." ( T he T ablet, Oct. 15, 1955).
COMMENT: "Ye obser ve days, and months, and
times, and year s. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain" (Gal. 4:10- 11).
Her e is yet another practice of the Roman Catholics
which they themselves admit, has no basis or f oundation in Holy Scriptur e, In fact, in this above- given
answer, they admit taking it from heathen
pr actices ... making it 'Christianized' as they
expr ess it. Paul said . . . "I kept back nothing that
was pr ofitable un-to you . . . I declar ed AL L of
God's counsel" (Acts 20: 20 & 27). Paul failed to
mention E MBE R DAYS!
(3) QUE S T I ON: "Was Dec. 25 the exact date of
Chr i st's birth? If so, wher e in the S cr i p t u r es can
one find pr oof of this?"
ANSWER: "It is not known that Dec. 25 was the
exact date of the Divine Savior 's bir t h; and nowher e
in the New T estament is ther e any clue to the corr ect month and day of the Nativity. Because of the
obscurity of the Gospels on this point, ther e is no
month of the year not assigned by some wr iter as
that of Chr i st's birth.
"By the year 385 A. D., one finds St. John Chr ysostom urging that Dec. 25 be obser ved as the F east of
Christ's Birth, and saying that the day had alr eady
been noted in the West for some time.
"T he Dec. 25 date may have been chosen to coincide with pagan and Jewish f easts held on the same
day, so that people's minds would be taken off these

r eligions and f ocused on the true r eligion.
"T he opinion of St. T homas Aquinas provides an
inter esting sidelight on the matter . He r emar ked
that it was fitting for Christ to be bor n on the 25th
of December, for this is just after the time when the
light of day begins to lengthen, thus symbolizing
the L ight of the World, who comes 'to those who sit
in dar kness and in the shadow of death.' Summa III,
q. 35, art. viii. T his, of cour se, is mer ely an ar gument of convenience and does not pr ove the point."
(St. Louis Register, Nov. 11, 1955).
COMME NT : It appear s that the whole obser vance
is based upon an 'ar gument of convenience and does
not prove the point.' T he E ncyclopedia Br itannica
states: "Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of t h e Chur ch, and bef o r e the 5th centur y
ther e was no gener al consensus of opinion as to when
it should come in the calendar, whether on Jan. 6th,
Mar ch 25th or Dec. 25th." (Vol. 5, Page 641.) Other
historians have assigned such dates as May 29th,
April 19th or 20th, while Clement of Alexandr ia set
the date as November 17th.
"I n Britain, Dec. 25th was a f estival long befor e
the conver sion to Christianity, for Bede r elates that
the ancient peoples of the Anglii began the year on
Dec. 25th, when we now celebr ate the birthday of
the L or d; and the ver y night which is now so holy to
us, they called in their tongue 'modranecht', that is,
mother 's night, by r eason we suspect of the cer emonies which in that night - long vigil they per f o r m ed. In England, the obser vance of Chr istmas
was f orbidden by act of Parliament in 1644; Charles
I I r evived the f east, but the S cots adher ed to the
Puritan view." ( E ncyc. Britt., page 642.)
"As late as 245 A.D., Origen r epudiated the idea
of keeping the birthday of Christ, 'as if he wer e a
king Phar aoh.' " (Ibid, page 642.)
T he holly, mistletoe, the Yule log and the wassail
bowl ar e r elics of p r e- Christian times. In the 5th
centur y, the Wester n Chur ch ( l a t er known as
Roman Catholic) order ed Chr istmas to be celebr ated
f o r ever on the day of the old Roman f east of the
birth of Sol (the Sun- god of Roman mythology) December 25th. T he E aster n Chur ch (Greek Orthodox)
selected Januar y 6th as the date f or the celebr ation.
"T he custom of making pr esents at Christmas is
derived f r om ancient usage; but it has become consecr ated by ages, and contr ibutes gr eatly to make
this f estival an inter esting event to families." ( E ncyclopaedia Americana, pp. 623.)
"T he Christmas tree has been traced back to the
Romans. I t went from Germany to Gr eat Britain,
and is almost univer sal in the United States, wher e
the customs of so many nationalities meet and gr adually blend into common usage." (Ibid.)
T HE BI BL E I S COMP L E T E L Y SILENT CONCE RNING SUCH AN OBSERVANCE . If God had
desir ed that the physical birth- date of His Son be
r ever enced, He would have r evealed the exact date
in the Bible. T her ef o r e, those per sons inter ested
only in following Divine Author i t y, must r ef r ain
f r om attaching any spiritual or religious significance
to the date of December 25th.
Romanism's obser vance and celebr ation ther eof is
mer ely another instance of her r esorting to heathen
f easts and celebr ations and making them "Christianized."

THIS PERMISSIVE GENERAT I ON!
I r ven L ee
Many par ents of this gener ation do not r est r ain
their childr en. T his is not peculiar to our own age,
but it is now a ver y evident weakness. E li stood condemned in his day "because his sons made themselves vile, and he r estrained them not" (I Samuel
3:11- 14). T hese sons had been br ought up in his
house, but they wer e "sons of Belial; they knew not
the L or d" ( I S amuel 2:12). T his br ought punishment from the L or d upon the f amily. T he message
f r om the L or d to Samuel was: "Behold, I will do a
thing in Isr ael, at which both the ear s of ever y one
that hear eth it shall tingle" ( I S amuel 3:11). T hey
did r eap. T he unr est r ained family destroyed itself .
One ver y strict period of child car e follows a lax,
unr est r ained age. F or a time doctor s encour age
mother s to have their babies on r egular schedules
f or f eeding. In another gener ation, permissive f eeding is r ecommended. With permissive f eeding tends
to come the idea that childr en who ar e br ought into
"subjection with all gr avity" ar e being mist r eated
and will ther ef o r e r esent their par ents. T his is not
Bible teaching. Some call this a Dr. Spock gener ation. Many of the young have not been r est r ained.
T hey now have no r espect for law or the rights of
others.
T he Bible teaches that childr en ar e to be br ought
into subjection, and the Bible is right. It is the law
of God. T he inspir ed teaching is to the ef f ect that
pr oper chastening yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness (I Timothy 3:4,5; Hebr ews 12:5-11). Firmness has always been the r u l e of God (Prover b s
13:25; 19:18). T he nur t u r e and admonition of the
L or d cer t ainly do not leave out teaching nor deny
the need for af f ection and love. T he teaching and
tender love go along with the r od of cor r ection.
T her e is no pr oper word of defense for the lack of
discipline and r estraint.
T he gover nment in a democr acy tends to r ef l ect
the sentiment of the people. T he strong arm of the
law seems to be tied, at times, when mobs would
steal and bur n the pr operty of other s. Many ar e
complaining of how the courts ar e making it har der
and har der to pr osecute the criminal. T her e is less
protection of pr operty and less saf ety on the str eets.
Society in gener al is blamed f or the animal like nature of the young hoodlum and "hippie." P ermissive-

ness has taken the swor d from the "power s that be"
so that Paul's estimate of government is ignor ed. He
said: "But if thou do that which is evil, be af r aid,
for he bear eth not the swor d in vain: f or he is the
minister of God, a r evenger to execute wr ath upon
him that doeth evil" (Romans 13:4). Maybe a r eaction has set in that will change this and bring
mor e r espect for law.
Religious movements in America ar e vivid illustrations of permissiveness. Various denominations
will condone about ever ything from drunkenness to
immodesty and immor ality. A man who uses his
alcohol and pour s out vulgar ity and blasphemy may
ser ve on the "boar d of stewar ds" or "boar d of deacons." How could the fight against ungodliness and
worldly lusts be weakened mor e than it has been?
Religious leader s ar e so weak in the f aith that they
r ecognize no binding law. Pr eacher s and chur ch
leader s in gener al ar e inter ested in numbers, money,
and display. Permissiveness has gone to seed, and
chur ches of Chr i st ar e not f r ee of this weakness.
It seems that those who pr each funer als suppose
that God is as permissive as they. T he family of the
i r r eligious and immor al r epr obate ar e assur ed that
the "loved one" is in heaven. Maybe he was once
hear d to say, "L or d, have mer cy." Many ar e the passages that tell of the sever ity of God and of the fact
that few enter into life (Matthew 7:21- 23; 16:26,29;
25:31 - 46; John 5:28,29, etc.) . I t i s a f ear ful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God f or He is a
consuming f i r e (Romans 11:22; Hebr ews 10:31;
12:29). Psychologists may build within man the permissive spirit, but God does not change. He is r evealed as the God of peace, love, gr ace, and mer cy;
but the same Bible makes it ver y clear that ther e is
sever ity. Ar e we too blind to see it? F ew ther e be
that find the way to lif e.
When par ents t each their childr en obedience,
these children will obey the law of the land and contend ear nestly for the f aith. If trained in the way
they should go they will see the appr opriateness of
f ear and tr embling in wor king out their salvation.
L et all good and worthy forces wor k towar d an under standing that each must give an account to God,
and that we should walk cir cumspectly (Galatians
6:7,8; II Corinthians 5:10; E phesians 5:15). Do you
have any influence? Of cour se you do! T hen use it
in building r espect for authority, both human and
divine.
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Your permanent record of the actual voices of men from
the past as they fought the battles for truth and delivered
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BRI T NE L L -S T AT E N DE BAT E
E ugene Britnell & Ralph Staten
(Debate with Fr ee Will Baptist)
Little Rock, Ar kansas
December 6 - 1 0 , 1965
FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Pro and Con of water baptism for the remission of sins.
LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of whether or not the church or
kingdom was established on Pentecost in Acts two.

FOUR REELS — $16.00

CROWE -SMITH DEBATE
Glenn Cr owe & J. T . Smith
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
May 20, 21, 1966
TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of the practice of using money from
church treasury to build kitchens for social meals.

TWO REELS — $8.00
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BOZARTH-MITZELL DEBAT E
Elvis Bozarth — William Mizell
Chicago,
Illinois
December 5 - 9, 1966
FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of church responsibility in benevolence to tho se who are not saints. LAST TWO NIGHTS: Church
support of orphan institutions.

FOUR REELS — $16.00

BATTS-SUTTON DEBATE
(Debate with Chur ch of God)
Albert Batts & Car r ol Sutton
Albertville,
Alabama
September 1 4 - 1 7 , 1965
FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of water baptism for remission of
sins. LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of Holy Spirit baptism for
believers today.

FOUR REELS — $16.00

HOL T -NICHOLS DE BAT E
Charles A. Holt & James W. Nichols
Franklin,
T enn.
Mar ch 12 - 16, 1956
The Herald of Truth Radio Program i s Scriptural

FOUR RE E L S — $16.00

INMAN-WILLIS DE BAT E
Clifton Inman & Cecil Willis
Dayton, Ohio October
31 - November 4, 1966
FIRST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of cooperation of churches to support a nation - wide radio and T.V. program.
LAST TWO NIGHTS: Discussion of church support of orphan institutions.

FOUR REELS — $16.00

L E CTURES ON EVOLUTION
PAUL
FOUTZ
at
Seminole chur ch of Christ
T ampa, Florida August
15, 16, 17, 1966
August 15 — "Creation or Evoluti on?"
August 16 — "Evolution, Fact or Fancy?"
August 1 7 — "Deceptions And Unfairness of the Evolutionist.

COMPLETE ON TWO TAPES — $8.00

L E CTURES ON EVOLUTION
ROY FOUTZ
at Clinton Blvd. chur ch of Christ
Jackson, Mississippi April
24 - 28, 1967
April 24 —
April 25 —
April 26 —
April 17 —
April 28 —

"The Bible vs. Evolution."
"The Deception of Evolution."
"The Claims of Evolution."
"Unbridged Chasms."
"The Consequences of Evolution."
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