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SALVATION BY FAITH ONLY?
H. E. Phillips

Dr. Albert Garner is the author of a small booklet
entitted: A Few Aspirins For Campbédlism, which
was distributed during the debate in Lakeland,
Florida in 1964 between Dr. Garner and brother
Ward Hogland of Greenville, Texas. | am amazed
that a man can so pervert the obvious truth as Dr.
Garner has done in this booklet. To begin with he
either shows his ignorance of the facts or his dis-
honesty in applying the term " Campbellism" to a
people who disown it. No honest and enlightened
person would call another something religiously
which he denounces. | could as logically call Dr. Gar-
ner a "Smithite" or refer to the em which he
holds as "Smithism'. Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol.
3, page 87 tellsusthat, "... it was not until the time
of John Smith or Smyth (d. 1612) that the modern
Baptist movement in England broke away from
Brownism." If Garner repudiated the term "Baptist"
I, for one, would never again call him a Baptist.

In the opening paragraph of chapter 11, pa?e 5,
he says: " Among the talsehoods usually circulated
by Campbellites to dupe their victims and keep them
from attending other churches is the falsehood that
Baptists and others teach that one is saved by 'faith
only." When Kou hear the charge that there are those
who teach that one is saved by 'faith only," you
should take special notice. They make such claims
either through ignorance or dishonesty. This you will
find to be true: the fellow who makes such claim will
cite no representative man of any faith as having
ever made such a claim. So far as | have been able
to find there has never been recognized minister
of ANY RELIGIOUS FAITH OR GROUP who has
ever taught that one is saved by 'faith only." "

We know that James, by the Spirit of God, sad,
"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only." (James 2:24). Garmer knows
that this verse is in the Bible. In order to avoid direct
conflict with this verse he just changes the wording
to say, "at the point of faith one is saved." Thereis
[no real difference between "faith only” and "at the
point of faith" when Dr. Garner exE_alns his doc-
trine. But that is not the point of this article. He
says that he knows of no "recognized minister of
ANY RELIGIOUSFAITH OR GROUPwho has ever

taught that one is saved bY ‘faith only.""

Either Gamer is_entire ¥1 too uninformed to be
writing on this subject, or he is deliberately trying
to deceive le. Would he consider the Methodist
Church a "religious faith or group"? Hear this:
"Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only is a
most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort."
(Discipline of The Methodist Church, 1960, The Arti-
cles of Religion, Art. IX, Sec. 69), M ethodists teach
g" Did the Baptist Doctor know this ? But that is not

"... that Judtification includes the pardon of sin,
and the promise of eternal life on principles of right-
eousness ; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of
an?/ work of righteousness which we have done, but
solely througi\k}l faith in the Redeemer's blood..."
McConndl's Manual For Baptist Churches, Declara-
tion of Faith, Article 5, page 18). Webster's New
Twentieth Century Dictionary defines soldy as.
"alone, only; without another..." The Standard
Manual For Baptist Churches by Edward T. Hiscox
says the same thing on page 62. Church Manual Of
Baptist Churches by J. M. Pendleton says the same
thing on page 48.

In speaking of faith in Christ for savation, E. Y.
Mullins in Baptist Beliefs, says, " It is the condition
of all God's gifts to us in Jesus Christ. It isthe con-
dition of justification and pardon, adoption and re-
generation.” (page 41). (emphasis mine — HEP).

The condition" can mean nothing but that faith
alone is the condition of "judtification and pardon,
adogtl on and regeneration.” _

The Confesson Of Faith Of The Presbyterian
Church, chapter X1. Sec. 2 says: "Faith, thus re-
ceiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness,
is the alone instrument of justification..." (page

Glenn V. Tingle)éa?f The Chrigtian Missionary
Alliance Church debated W. Curtis Porter in Bir-
mingham, Alabama in 1947 and affirmed: "The Scrip-
tures teach that alien sinners are saved by faith
alone before and without water baptism' (Porter-
Tingley Debate, page 180). In his affirmative
hes he made amost the same arguments Dr.
garner made with Ward Hogland in Lakeland, and
used the same scriptures as proof.
~ On page 7 of his booklet Albert Garner says. "Next
time you hear the chant of 'faith onIK' charged
against Baptists, stick this article under their noses;
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ask them if they can produce any authoritative evi-
dence that any one believes he can be saved by 'faith
only." Thus you can help stop the mouth of these re-
li ﬁIOUS racketeers and promoters of the witch doctor
chant that all except their little group are going to
hell. Use this atticle and it will soon stop their lying
and seeking followers by peddling the faith only
falsehood." _

Garner, like most Baﬁtlst preachers, needs to
study his lesson before he rushes into print with
these misleading and inaccurate charges. He is
either ignorant of what Baptist and other denomina-
tions teach, or he is deliberately dishonest in his
statements. ) _

The truth of the matter is that he knows the Bible
says we are NOT justified by faith only (James 2:
2%,_ and he wishes to change the language a little to
avoid this scripture. Perhaps if some of this informa-
tion were stuck under the nose of Garner, his mouth
would be stopped on these false charges.
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EDITORIAL

H. E. Phillips, Post Office Box 17244, Tampa, Florida 33812

We seek to provide as much variety in subject
matter as is possible through the pages of this
journal. For some time | have desired to provide
some material on the lands and customs of the people
in Bible times. There is a great need for study In this
field to help us understand many passages in the
New Testament which speak in language involving
the customs and economic habits of the people of the
first century. _ )

Some months ago | asked Mdvin Curry to write a
regular column on this subject, and he agreed to do
so. Brother Curry is well qualified to write on this
subject. He is a sincere student of the Bible and had
made a special study in this field.

He was born in Orlando, Horida in 1931. He pres-
ently lives & 209 Willowick Avenue, Temple Terrace,
Florida, with his wife, Shirley, and their four
children. _ _ o

He received his B.S degree a Horida (Chrigtian)
College in 1949; his A.B. degree a deln%mllege
in 1957, Wormg in Greek and Hebrew; his M.A.
degree at Wheaton College in 1963, majoring in
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Biblical and advanced Biblical language studies. He
attended Nazarene Theological Seminary and the
University of lllinois. He has completed 37 hours in
Bible Greek and 16 hours in Hebrew and Aramaic.

He is now in his sixth year as teacher of Bible,
Greek and Hebrew at Florida College. He has been
preaching since 1952, in Horida, Missouri, lllinois,
Arkansas, and is presently preaching at the Uni-
versity church in Tampa, Horida.

He served as coordinator for the Foreign Language
League on the College Bible Lands Study Tour during
the summer of 1967. This was the first group of
Americans to reside in the Old City of Jerusalem
following the "Six Days War." He plans another visit
to the Bible Lands with Ferrell Jenkins and William
Wallace in M ay, 19609.

I am happy to have brother Curry share his
knowledge with us through the pages of this journal
each month.

L

[
Comments to the Editors

"Just a note to let you know how much we enjoy
Searching The Scriptures." — Joyner W. Adams,
Chester, Va.

"Your efforts with Searching The Scriptures is
well received in most sections of the country into
which | go. | feel that it is right at the top with the
very best, in fact, | like it and feel that much, very
much good is accomplished by it and your efforts.
Your articles have the seasoning sound and reason-
ing appeal and scriptural basis as the old faithful
gospel preacher in years past. This is, to me, what
all of us need. It is not seeking something new —
it is seeking the old paths, the good way as revealed
in the Bible and walking therein. Your staff writers
are fine. | most sincerely hope that not only you and
your writers continue to sound out the truth with
all sincerity, clarity and conviction but all others
with their ability. This is the only way to unity in
Christ. Teach the truth. This will remove from any
honest mind that any group of men started this
‘anti' movement and that it will take more than a
group of men to change it — It will take truth to
change convictions and | mean divine TRUTH." —
S. Leonard Tyler, Huntsville, Ala.

"Let me first say that | enjoy receiving Searching
The Scriptures. It's contents are continually profit-
able to the honest seeker, and are always upbuild-
ing." — W. C. Mosely, Los Angeles, Calif.

"Our whole family reads the magazine and enjoys
it so much." — Paul R. Rogers, Opa Locka, Fla.

"One of the finest papers in print today." — G. A.
Bland, Columbus, Go.

"We continue to appreciate the very fine paper you

produce each month." — John A. Thurman, Lake
City, Ha.

"l enjoy the paper very much. Every issue is filled
with excellent material." — Morris D. Norman,
Akron, Ohio.

"| appreciate your paper very much as the sub-
ject matter has good variety and is very practi-
cable." — F. E. Sewell, Kirkwood, Mo.

-
BIBLE LANDS
AND
CUSTOMS

ck, m e Terrace, Fla. 33617

Melvin D. Curry.Jr 209 N.

BIBLE LANDS AND CUSTOMS

The Bible is the inspired revelation of God's will.
In it God's eternal purpose unfolds and finds ful-
fillment in Jesus who came to save the lost. Thus the
primary reason one studies the scriptures is to do
God's will and be saved. The most important question
befgé%the Bible student is, What must | do to be
saved “

AN HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK

As one examines the scriptures, however, it be-
comes evident that God's self-revelation is made
known in the context of human history. Suddenly
persons, places, and events from the dark past come
to light. If one compares the Bible with the sacred
books of different religions, he is impressed with the
fact that these other works are not rooted in history
and geography. In this respect the Bible is unique.

Bible history relates how God chose the people of
Israel and settled them in Palestine, a land prede-
termined by him as the place where his promises to
mankind would come to pass. It records how he
providentially preserved through the Israelites the
lineage of Christ, despite their own unbelief and the
opposition of their enemies.

RELEVANT QUESTIONS

Here many questions arise. Who are the people of
Israel ? Are the Jews really their descendants and the
Arabs their kinsmen? Where is Palestine? How does
the land of promise look ? Isit as big as Texas ? What
about Israel's enemies? How much is known about
the Egyptians, Aramaeans, Babylonians, Hittites,
Philistines, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, and
Romans? What languages did they speak? Could
they communicate with one another? If so, how?

A POSSIBLE DANGER

Soon a person is deluged by questions other than
those relating directly to his own salvation. His
study now turns to language, history, geography,
archaeology, and many other interesting fields the
knowledge of which enhances his understanding of
God's word. Yet herein lies a danger. He may become
so preoccupied in the study of related subjects that
he may lose sight of his original objective, and grad-
ually he may digress to a mere academic or human-
istic approach to Bible study.

REAL VALUE
The value of related but non-biblical subjects,
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however, is not minimized by this danger. Ignorance
no more guarantees faith than knowledge destroys
it. One should seek to increase his understanding of
God's word through every available means, and it is
the purpose of this column to contribute toward such
an understanding through the study of Bible lands
and customs.

<
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REVIEWING THE " REVIEW"

"One extreme leads to another." There is much
truth in this familiar statement. In an effort to es-
cape from Rome, Eeogle often run past Jerusdem and
end up at Babel. Luther went from "works only" to
"faith onlg" and both positions were wrong.

Leroy Garrett once stood with those who were so
consavative that it was difficult for anyone to be
right. Within recent years, he has become so liberal
that it is difficult for anyone to be wrong.

To propagate his views, along with those of Ket-
cherside, Meyers a few others, brother Garrett
edits a paper called "Restoration Review." It is diffi-
cult for me to understand what they seek to restore,
but it is not difficult to review some of their writings
and show wherein they have erred from the Scrip-
tures and the restoration plea.

In the November, 1968 issue, Garrett wrote an
aticle entitted "An Impressve Concession.” His
comments _cerntered around the following statement
made by Pof. A. T. DeGroot of Texas Chrigian
University: o

"No group in the religious world other than them-
selves considers them to be a genuine unity
movement.” ) _

| am not surprised that DeGroot doesn't believe

the church of Chrig to be a true unity movement. He
is not in the church of Christ! | doubt if anyone
" other than themselves" considered the first century
church a true unity movement — but it was. _
_ Garrett said, " The professor made this evaluation
in reference to our claim of being the means of unity
for all churches. We have made it clear that our
answer to the problem of division is for all othersto
become like oursdves in respect to doctrine and prac-
tice. We may not always be so blunt as to tell others
that they must become carbon copies of oursdves in
order to be truly Christian, and so we use terms like
'New Testament Christianity' and 'accepting the
truth' to soften the force of our arrogance. M en like
A. T. DeGroot are not slow to see that we equate
'‘New Testament Christianity’ with our own prefer-
red practices, and that our 'accepting the truth' plea
is hardly more than a call for a Church of Christ in-
terpretation of the scriptures.”

| am unaware of any claim that WE are the means
of unity. We claim that the Bible is the only basis for
unity which is acceptable to God. It demands that we
all be one (John 17:21) and speak the same thing
(I Cor. 1:10). Would that not be "accepting the
_ttru't'h)" and producing "New Testament Christian-
ity"?
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If we believe that we are right, what is wrong with
asking others to "become like ourselves'? If we
don't believe that we are right, we should change.
If we know that we can't equate our doctrine and
practice with "New Testament Christianity” we are
dishonest if we continue. o

What does he mean by a '.'Church of Christ inter-
pretation” of the scriptures? Why not give us some
examples. | am dubious about accepting party-or-
ientated interpretations, but on the controversial
passages in the religious world | believe it safe to
state that our position is in harmony with the con-
sensus of the scholarship of the world. | can't think
of a e where our understanding and teaching
is in conflict with scholarship. If there is one, then
we ought to change and accept the true meaning. By
reading his articles, | think | understand what Gar-
rett means. To conclude from such es as John
17:20-22; | Cor. 1:10; and Acts 2:47 that all Christ-
ians are in one body and that body is the church of
Christ is, to him, a "church of Christ interpreta-
tion." | deny it!

We quote again from Garrett:

"This kind of mentality makes void any appeal for

unity to men like DeGroot. Surely we cannot be ser-
ious, they ask themselves, in supposing that a divided
Christendom will see in us the panacea for its per-
ennial illness. They see our plea for unity as nothing
more than a demand for conformity. In their eyes
we are more like a sect seeking to strengthen itself
rather than a movement seeking to unite all Chris-
tians. Indeed, we have long left the impression that
there are no Christians besides ourselves, that only
we are the true church, and that unity is a simple
matter of 'obeying the gospel' and 'going by the
Book.! That means of course that all other churches,
everything from high church Episcopalians to lowl
Pentecostals, will become Churches of Christ suc
as may be seen by any inquiring person in such places
as Nashville and Dallas." )
_Yes, aur plea is a plea for conformity — conform-
ity to the word of God! How can there be unity with-
out everyone hearing the word of the apostles (John
17:20) and walking by the same rule (Phil. 3:16)?
Garrett implies that there are Christians_outside the
church of Christ, and that smply "obeying the gos-
pel" and "going by the Book™" will not produce scrip-
tural unity. He is wrong.

Does he believe that the EﬂISCO alians and Pente-
costals are right? If so, he should join them, but in
the December, 1968 issue of his paper he said that
he was not leaving the Church of Christ. If those
denominational people are wrong, would it be wrong
for us to admonish them to become Christians by
"obeying the gospel” and " going by the Book" ?

Evidently Garrett and Ketcherside have accepted
the old sectarian idea that truth is relative; that
there is no absolute standard and all "believers in
Christ" are Christians regardless of their doctrinal
errors and sectarian affiliations. The Bible presents
no such concept of truth and Christianity!

Garrett reported with pleasure that a " Church of
Christ minister" in the Dallas-Fort Worth area de-
livered a lesson on unity wherein he agreed with
DeGroot's statement. Soeaking of that sermon, Gar-
rett said, "In humility he concedes to what he would
no doubt have once considered fi %htl ng words, or as
a vicious atack upon the church. A Church of Christ
minister concedes to a charge by a Christian Church
scholar that we are not a genuine unity movement!
And this_he did before his Sunday morning assem-
gtly, é:l["ld issued copies of it to make sure they under-

0od.

~ Now if Garrett thinks that such a report is shock-
mgi to many of us, we have a surprise for him. This
only proves again how far many preachers and
churches have traveled down the road of sectarian-
ism, compromise and apostasy. We agree that the
"plea’ of some churches of Christ is afarce, but we
strorcljgly defend OUR plea for un|t3(1 based upon the
word of God. We do_ not defend the "unity” of the
modern ecumenical spirit which is nothing more than
agreeing to disagree agreeabljl. _

On the front cover of the January, 1969 issue of
"Restoration Review" there is a picture of Thomas
Campbell with the following quotation from him
underneath: ) _ )
~ "The church of Christ upon earth is essertially
intentionally, and constitutionally one; consistin pf
all those in every place that profess their faith in
Christ and obedience to him in all things according
to the scriptures, and that manifest the same by
their tempers and conduct.”

1 will accept that statement as a true representa-
tion of scrlfotural unity and New Testament Chris-
tianity. Will brother Garrett accept it? | believe that
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all who render "obedience to him in all things accord-
ing to the scriptures” are Christians and members
of the same body, the church of Christ. Garrett
doesnt seemto believe that.

| would like for all who have become so lovable
and tolerant of doctrinal error that they have made
the road to heaven the "broad way" to give careful
consideration to the following verses: _

"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God-speed: For he that biddeth him
God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (Second
John 9-11). o )

My "church of Christ interpretation” of those
verses is that they mean exactly what they say!

—_———
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QUESTION — The_followinP is from a letter re-
ceived by Brother Phillips and forwarded to me for
answer in this column.—M.E.P.) " — said it (Heb.
10:25 —M.E.P.) was a command; that the congrege-
tion sinned, if th\e% didn't meet Sunday moming,
unday night, and Wednesday night. | am asking you
to give your version of the verse according to the
New Testament. Hease publish your answer in
SEéFéC':(HING THE SCRIPTURES, if you see fit."

ANSWER— | have observed for a long time that
Heb. 10:25 is frequently misunderstood and misused.
Sometimes its meaning is forced beyond what God
intended. Sometimes it is minimized far short of
truth. While the verse involves some points of con-
troversy that may be difficult to settle beyond all dis-
pute, these points need not keep one from seaing the
primary lesson intended. ) )

It istrue that the "assembling" under considera-
tion has back of it all the force of a command. Note
the strong negative: "Not forsaking" or which is
the same, "' Forsake not." The real issue, however, so
far as the letter of our querist is concerned is when
and how often the "assembling” is to be done?

It should be observed firg of all that the command
does not refer to one assembly in particular. The
command is not, "Not forsaking the assembly,” but
rather, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together.” The word "assembling” is not a noun, but
an adverbial noun and, therefore, refers to the action
or practice of meeting with saints. Perhaps a com-

arlso_najof a few different versions would be
icial:
"Not neglecting to meet together, as in the

habit of some.. ." (R.S.V.

"Let us not neglect meeting together as some
do..." (Goodspeed?1 ]

"Not forsaking the gathering of oursdves to-

ether, as some have the cusom..." (New

orld Translation) _

"Not forsaking our own assembling together,
asthe custom of some is. .." (A.SV.

"Not forsakln%the assembling of ourselves

together.. ." (K.J.V.

This simply means that when and how often the as-
sembling was done must be determined from some
other source. _

Some think that "the day approaching” refers to
the Lord's day; that it identifies the "assembling”
under consideration — hence, the Lord's day as-
sembly — and that the " exhorting” is with a view to
being present in this assembly. However, a more
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careful_study of the verse shows this view to be in
error. There can be no doubt that the " exhorting” is
to be increased as "the day" approaches. That means
(according to the above wew%ethat the "exhorting”
must increase each day over the day before until by
Saturday one would hardly have time for anythin

else. Yet, one good session with an unfaithfu

brother, "exhorting” him to be present in the as-
sembly, should and would often suffice. Certainly,
after converting him early in the week with respect
to his duty, it would be absurd to return again and
again on the remaining days of the week, with in-
creased effort, seeking the same objective, Obvi-
ously, the "exhorting" has some other end in view
than simply being present in the Lord's day assem-
bly. Especially, must this be so in view of the fact
that all saints — including the apostle Paul — are the
objects of this "exhorting.”" Note the pronouns "us,"
"ourselves," and "one another" (vs. 24,25). Neither
Paul nor other faithful brethren needed such
exhortaion. _ _

The contrasting conjunction "but" makes the "ex-
horting” equal the very antithesis of forsaking the
assembling of oursdves together. This makes the
"exhorting” that which is received when saints as-
semble together. The Hebrew Christians were not
to_miss this "exhorting” (by not meeting with the
saints) but rather receive it (by being present in the
assemblies where such was given) and benefit
therefrom. ) _

"The day" of our text refers to one involving some
catastrophic event calculated to shake their faith to
its very foundation. The "exhorting” was needed by
all in view of this event. It would help them to with-
stand, endure, and overcome during this time of
great trial. There is nothing absurd about increasing
exhortation that is of such nature as to provide
strength for an approaching time of trial. In fact,
they all needed it, so much the more, as they saw the
day approaching.

esus had foreseen and foretold them of such a
day. They could see it oachln%ebsy the signs given
by our Lord (Matt. 24:1-34). These signs refer to
the destruction of Jerusdem — a d%y when God's
wrath or gudgment was to _be poured out upon the
nation of Israel. Jesus said that during this time
"Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted and
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name's s&ke. And then shall many be offended,
and shall betray one another, and shall hate one an-
other. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the
love of many shall wax cold .. . For then shall be
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginnin
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. An
except those days should be 'shortened, there should
no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days
shall be shortened" (Matt. 24:9-12, 21, 22). This was
the need for the "exhorting” which the¥1_ received
when they worshiped with the saints, This is why
the?; were urged to "hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering" and to " provoke one another
unto love and good works" (vs. 3,24%. Furthermore,
after ﬁ_()l nting out the consequences of failing to fol-
low this plan for receiving the strength needed (vs.
26-31), Paul continues in the context to focus aten-
tion on a time of trial and calls upon them to re-

member a former period of trial and to use it as an
S>2(a3rr6lg)le in the face of the one now approaching (vs.
| realize that some say "the day" is the final day of
judgment. So far as the primary lesson intended is
concerned it matters little which day of judgment is
under consideration. Megting with the sants is God's
plan whereby they receive strength needed for any
time of trial. _ o

But perhaps someone will say, if it refers to the
destruction of Jerusaem, what application does it
have to us? This question fails to distinguish be-
tween God's law and the circumstances under which
it is carried out. For example, in the cases of con-
version in the book of Acts, the circumstances under
which conversion takes place differ in every case,
but the law of pardon is always the same. Unless
one is careful to distinguish between the two, he is
likely to confuse the circumstances with the process
of conversion itsdf. So it is in the case of our text.
The circumstances under which the faith of the He-
brew Christians was to be tried involved the des-
truction of Jerusdem. God's law or plan for the
Christian, that he might be able to stand, is clearly
stated: "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching." We may not face the same cir-
cumstances of trial, but God's law is the same. We
may hot see as clearly as they any particular time of
trial approaching, but of this we may be sure, Come
they will! Sometimes eders foresee a time of crisis
for the church — e.g., a wave of digression sweeping
the brotherhood. In the face of such the church plans
more frequent meetings — maybe special classes
with 1al teachers — dealing with the issues in-
volved. Authority for such is Heb. 10:25. Regardless
of whether or not we are able to see any particular
time of trial approaching, this is God's plan whereby
CIPrtlstllans receive strength to stand in the face of
all trials.

When and How often did the early saints assem-

ble? According to the New Testament the answer
varies from time to time and from place to place.
It depended upon the circumstances, the need, and
other related matters. Of course, there was always
the Lord's day assembly with the items of worship
peculiar to it (Acts 20:7; | Cor. 16:1-2). That there
were other assemblies — some of them daily for
indefinite periods of time — is evident from the fol-
lowing scriptures:. Acts 2:42, 46; Acts 19:9, 10;
14:27:1 Cor. 14, Furthermore, the need for such as’
semblies is equally clear from these scriptures: Heb.
5:12-14; | Cor. 3:1-3; Phil. 1:9; Il Tim. 2:15.
_ While the authority for the Lord's day assembly
is specific, the authority for the other assemblies is
generic as to time, This means that the number and
time of such meetings are matters of judgment. No
doubt, the Lord put them in this realm in recognition
of other necessary and legitimate obligations of life.
It is next to impossible to arrange such meetings
without some conflict on the part of someone with
some necessary and legitimate obligation. Hence, in
planning such_the church uses its judgment in
view of prevailing circumstances to benefit most of
the congregation. The Christian, therefore, who ab-
sents himself from such assemblies, except for nee-
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essay and legitimate obligations elsewhere, is in
conflict with this divinely authorized plan. He will
have to account for his cooperation or lack of co-
operation with the whole body in the last day (Heb.
13:17; Eph. 4:14-16). It should be remembered that
while the generic authority for such assemblies al-
lows for exceptions (mentioned above), it does not
allow for absertees on the basis of an optional choice
of the individual according to his will. It does not
allow for absence on the basis of rebellion, negli-
gence, or indifference., o

May we all recognize our need for gaining all the
spiritual strength possible and heed the words of our
text: "Not forseking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another; and so much the more, as ye see the
day approachln?." This is God's plan that enables us
to stand in the face of any and all trials.

ARROWS
OF TRUTH

for
denominational

error
Ward Hogland, Post Office Box 166, Greenville, Texas 75402

"A LETTER OF REBUKE"

Most people who write in religious journals re-
ceive mail. Some of this mail is complementary and
some isn't. Some letters are complementary but also
contain constructive criticism. Others are written in
sarcasm. Some are designed to make the writer feel
little. Such is the letter | want you to read in this
aticle. Back in 1964 | wrote an article in Searching
The Scriptures ertitled, "About ten thousand dol-
lars." It dealt with a conversation | had with brother
Gayle Oler, Superintendent of Boles Home located
about ten miles south of Greenville. A sister in Christ
who lives in Dyersburg, Tennessee wrote me a letter
rebuking me for my attitude. | will not give her name
because it would serve no good purpose and besides,
to my knowledge, | have never met the woman. In
her letter she did not question one word | said but
made her attack on what she considered was a bad
attitude. Since that time | have read and re-read the
article and | don't see in it what she charged. Here
is her letter in full: _

Dear brother Hogland, | read your article

" About ten thousand dollars" in the October

issue of "Searching the Scriptures.” | find it
ver?/ revealing — it reveals the contempt you
feel for a man you call "Brother." Do you expect
to win anyone to your point of view by slander-
ing another? _ )

e-read the flippant remark you made in
cIosm%]1 this barrage of accusations (Subtly ar-
ranged) against a "Brother." Do you feel
Jehovah approves this attitude? A childish re-
mark? Y our article reveals impatience instead

of manifesting love and patience as Paul asked
Timothy to show in Il Tim. 3:10 and 4:2. Do you
feel that you are following Paul's conduct? Can
you read this article and detect any love for one
You believe to be an erring brother? M aybe you
eel some, but the article leaves one feeling you
are cold. You may say you are cold against
error — but what word shows you love ? | beg
KOU to look into the mirror of the word and be-

old the manner of man you see. Yours in Christ.
(MIS o ) Dyersburg, Tenn.

Now believe it or not | appreciate this Sister's
letter. If she feels this way she certainly has aright
to express it. Her letter caused me to go back and re-
read the article to seeif | had slandered brother Oler.
To save my life, | couldn't find what the sister was
talking about. She did not state in her |etter what
expression | had used to charge me with slander.
Another thing, she did not sa)éwhether she thought
| was in ermor for opposing the B oles Home organiza-
tion or whether brother Oler was in error for sup-
porting it. It would not be expedient for me to reprint
the article but | suggest you go back and read the
October 1964 issue of Searching the Scriptures. This
sister in Christ %IVGS two scriptures, let us notice
them. "But thou has fully known my doctrine, man-
ner of life, purity, faith, longsuffering, charity, pa-
tience." The next scriptures say, "Preach the word,;
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

In the article | was trying to do exactly what Paul
told Timothy. | was rebuking, reproving and exhort-
ing brother Oler and people who follow his doctrine
to give it up before it istoo late. s this the conduct
of someone who doesnt love? Isthis dander? Is this
childish ? Is this being cold ? If so, | fail to read my
Bible correctly. In the article | said, "Let us pray
that the day will come when brother Oler will defend
in public what he tried to defend in private." s this
the landguage of one who does not love ? When | tried
to find out who stood "en loco parentis’ a Boles
Home, was this unfair? When | showed that if Boles
Home is a home like mine (as Gayle said it is) and
someone does not take care of their children they
have denied the faith and are worse than an infidel
(I Tim. 5:8). What that childish and cold?

In Il Tim. 4:14 Paul said, " Alexander the copper-
smith, did me much evil: the Lord reward him ac-
cordm%etno his works; Of whom be thou ware also;
for he hath greatly withstood our words." Was Paul
short on love because he warned Timothy about this
man ? These are the words of a man full of love and
compassion. He felt a burning desire to fight all
Innovations. i i

In closing may | say that if |1 could find where |
dandered anyone | would be glad to apologize. | feel
that dander is atreacherous metter and must be cor-
rected. However, snce my critic did not tell me where
in my article I had slandered, | must |leave matters
as they are. | feel that this sister in Christ would
have spent her time to a much greater advantage if
she had taken the Bible and pointed out my error in
opposing an organization like Boles Home takin
money from church treasuries al over the land. |
| am in error about this metter she would be the best
friend | have by giving me the scripture which vindi-
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cates such an arrangement. Gentle reader, it is fine
to tell the other person to use the gospel mirror to
look at his own soul but while ﬁIVIn out the advice
remember Paul also said, "Thou therefore which
teacheth another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou
that greachest a man should not steal, dost thou
steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit
adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou that ab-
horrest )IdO|S, dogt thou commit sacrilege’? (Rom.
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THEHOLY SPIRIT
J. T. Smith

The Subject for this series of articles will be the
Holy Spirit; and will deal with_different aspects of
who He is; what His part was in the long ago; and
what His work was with regard to our receiving the
Bible, and what His work istoday.

It would certainly be presumptuous on m){ part to
think that | will be able to cover, and be able to ex-
plain, all about the Holy Spirit. | can only know what
God has said in His Word about the Hol irit.

There are some things | cannot know, for God has
not revealed them to me (Deut. 29:2%?. _
As we study together what God had to on this

subject, | hope that you recognize that there are
many difficulties to be found in much of the Bible's
dealing with the Holy Spirit. | am sure that there
will be some who will disagree with some of the con-
clusions that may be reached in these aticles. | hope,
however, that you will give careful consideration to
the things that are said, and study the Scriptures to
see if they are true (Acts 11:17). If, at any time,
you think | have missed the point in these lessons, |
would apﬁremate your findings on the particular
phase of the article with which you disagree.

As our title for this column suggests, we will talk
about thi gﬁjs in their broadest aspect, considering
the over-all theme; then turn to a contextual study;
and then to a study of the passage themselves as they
relate to the subject. )

In this first article, we want to consider the over-
all picture with reference to the Holy Spirit. We find
from our study of the Bible that He was a member of
the Godhead — or that He the character-
istics of Deity. The Spirit is able to search all things,
even the deep things of God eﬁl Cor. 2:10-11). Hence,
the Spirit is Omniscient or all-knowing, having the
knowledge of God. But, He is dso all-powerful, or
Omnipotent, having been called upon by the Father
to set the material universe in order (Gen. 1:2; Isa
32:15; Job 26:13%. And, He is aso one from whom
we are unable to flee (Ps. 139:7) ; hence He is Omni-

resent. But, these are the characteristics, as every
ible student knows, possessed only by God and
Christ or those who are Deity. _

But, not only did the Holy Spirit have a in the
material universe, but also in the as]plr_ltu creation.
Christ fromls_ed to set up a spiritual kingdom (M att.
16:18-19). This kingdom was to be set up during the
lifetime of many who lived during Christ's lifefime
(Mak 9:1). However, it could not be set up without
the help of the Holy Spirit. This was prophesied in
the Old Testament by Joel in Joel Chapter two. This
prophesy came to pass in Acts 2:16-21; for Peter
\s],adl “this is that which was spoken by the prophet

oel. ..

These things, then, set forth the Holy Spirit in the
broadest sense. In the articles that will follow, we
will deal with the Holy Spirit and the inspired Word,
the Holy Spirit and conversion, the gift and indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit, and the blasphemy and sin
against the Holy Spirit.

300 Haynes S.

Dayton, Ohio 45410
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essay and legitimate obligations esewhere, is in
conflict with this divinely authorized plan. He will
have to account for his cooperation or lack of co-
operation with the whole body in the last day (Heb.
13:17; Eph. 4:14-16). It should be remembered that
while the generic authority for such assemblies al-
lows for exceptions (mentioned above), it does not
allow for absentees on the basis of an optional choice
of the individual according to his will. It does not
allow for absence on the basis of rebellion, negli-
gence, or indifference. o

May we all recognize our need for gaining all the
spiritual strength possible and heed the words of our
text: "Not forseking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another; and so much the more, as ye see the
day approachlngfq." This is God's plan that enables us
to stand in the face of any and all trials.

~L

ARROWS
OF TRUTH

for
denominational

error
Ward Hogland, Post Office Box 1668, Greenville, Texas 75402

"ALETTER OF REBUKE"

Most people who write in religious journals re-
ceive mail. Some of this mail is complementary and
some isn't. Some letters are complementary but also
contain constructive criticism. Others are written in
sarcasm. Some are designed to make the writer feel
little. Such is the letter | want you to read in this
article. Back in 1964 | wrote an article in Searchlnlg
The Scriptures entitled, "About ten thousand dol-
lars." It dealt with a conversation | had with brother
Gayle Oler, Superintendent of Boles Home located
about ten miles south of Greenville. A sister in Christ
who lives in Dyersburg, Tennessee wrote me a letter
rebuking me for my attitude. | will not give her name
because it would serve no good purpose and besides,
to my knowledge, | have never met the woman. In
her letter she did not question one word | said but
made her_attack on what she considered was a bad
attitude. Since that time | have read and re-read the
article and | don't seein it what she charged. Here
is her letter in full: _

Dear brother Hogland, | read your article
" About ten thousand doilars" in the October
issue of "Searching the Scriptures.” | find it
very revealing — it reveals the contempt you
feel for a man you call "Brother." Do you expect
to win anyone to your point of view by slander-
ing another? _ )
e-read the flippant remark you made in
closmg this barrage of accusaions (Subtly ar-
ranged) against a "Brother.” Do you feel

Jehovah approves this attitude? A childish re-

mark? Y our article reveals impatience instead

of manifesting love and patience as Paul asked
Timothy to show in Il Tim. 3:10 and 4:2. Do you
feel that you are following Paul's conduct? Can
you read this article and detect any love for one
ou believe to be an erring brother? M aybe you
eel some, but the article leaves one feeling you
are cold. You may say you are cold against
error — but what word shows you love? | beg
Kou to look into the mirror of the word and be-

old the manner of man you see. Yours in Chrigt.
(MIS e ) Dyersburg, Tenn.

Now believe it or not | appreciate this Sister's
letter. If she feels this way she certainly has aright
to express it. Her letter caused me to go back and re-
read the article to seeif | had slandered brother Oler.
To save my life, | couldn't find what the sister was
talking about. She did not state in her |etter what
expression | had used to charge me with slander.
Another thing, she did not sa)éwhether she thought
| was in enor for opposing the B oles Home organiza-
tion or whether brother Oler was in error for sup-
porting it. It would not be expedient for me to reprint
the article but | suggest you go back and read the
October 1964 issue of Searching the Scriptures. This
sister in Christ gives two scriptures, let us notice
them. "But thou has fully known my doctrine, man-
ner of life, purity, faith, longsuffering, charity, pa-
tience." The next scriptures say, "Preach the word;
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

In the article | was trying to do exactly what Paul
told Timothy. | was rebuking, reproving and exhort-
ing brother Oler and people who follow his doctrine
to give it up before it istoo late. Is this the conduct
of someone who doesnit love?? Is this Slander? Is this
childish ? Is this being cold * If so, | fail to read my
Bible correctI_Y. In the article | said, "Let us pray
that the day will come when brother Oler will defend
in public what he tried to defend in private." Is this
the !andguage of one who does not love ? When | tried
to find out who stood "en loco parentis* a Boles
Home, was this unfair? When | showed that if Boles
Home is a home like mine (as Gayle said it is) and
someone does not take care of their children they
have denied the faith and are worse than an infidel
(I Tim. 5:8). What that childish and cold?

In Il Tim. 4:14 Paul said, "Alexander the copper-
smith, did me much evil: the Lord reward him ac-
cordmggﬁt‘? his works; Of whom be thou ware also;
for he hath greatly withstood our words." Was Paul
short on love because he warned Timothy about this
man? These are the words of a man full of love and
compassion. He felt a burning desire to fight all
innovations. ) _

In closing may | say that if | could find where |

ed anyone | would be glad to apologize. | feel
that dander i1s atreacherous matter and must be cor-
rected. However, since my critic did not tell me where
in my article | had slandered, | must leave matters
as they are. | feel that this sister in Christ would
have spent her time to a much greater advantage if
she had taken the Bible and pointed out my error in
opposm%] an organization like Boles Home takin
money from church treasuries al over the land. |
| am in error about this matter she would be the best
friend | have by giving me the scripture which vindi-
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cates such an arrangement. Gentle reader, it is fine
to tell the other person to use the gospel mirror to
look at his own soul but while giving out the advice
remember Paul also said, "Thou therefore which
teacheth another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou
that greachest a man should not steal, dost thou
steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit
adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou that ab-
2"55%)"’0'5’ dogt thou commit sacrilege"? (Rom.
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THEHOLY SPIRIT
J. T. Smith

The Subject for this series of articles will be the
Holy Spirit; and will deal with different aspects of
who He is; what His part was in the long ago; and
what His work was with regard to our receiving the
Bible, and what His work is today.

It would certainly be presumptuous on m¥ part to
think that | will be able to cover, and be able to ex-
plain, all about the Holy Spirit. | can only know what
God has sad in His Word about the Hol irit.
There are some things | cannot know, for God has
not revealed them to me (Deut. 29:29). _

As we study together what God had to on this
subject, | hope that you recognize that there are
many difficulties to be found in much of the Bible's
dealing with the Holy Spirit. | am sure that there
will be some who will disagree with some of the con-
clusions that may be reached in these atticles. | hope,
however, that you will give careful consideration to
the things that are said, and study the Scriptures to
see if they are true (Acts 11:_17);_. If, at any time,
you think 1 have missed the point in these lessons, |
would appreciate your findings on the particular
phase of the article with which you disagree.

As our title for this column suggests, we will talk
about thln?s in their broadest aspect, considering
the over-all theme; then turn to a contextual study;
and then to a sudy of the passage themselves as they
relate to the subject. )

In this first article, we want to consider the over-
all picture with reference to the Holy Spirit. We find
from our study of the Bible that He was a member of
the Godhead — or that He possessed the character-
istics of Deity. The Spirit is able to search all things,
even the deep things of God (I Cor. 2:10-11). Hence,
the Spirit is Omniscient or _I-knome, having the
knowledge of God. But, He is also all-powerful, or
Omnipotent, having been called upon by the Father
to set the material universe in order (Gen. 1:2; Isa
32:15; Job 26:13%. And, He is adso one from whom
we are unable to flee (Ps. 139:7); hence He is Omni-

resent. But, these are the characteristics, as every
ible student knows, possessed only by God and
Christ or those who are Deity. _

But, not only did the Holy Spirit have a in the
material universe, but also in the j)ll’_ltu creation.
Christ fromls_ed to set up a spiritual kingdom (M att.
16:18-19). Thiski n%jom was to be set up during the
lifetime of many who lived during Christ's lifetime
(Mak 9:1). However, it could not be set up without
the heIAo of the Holg irit. This was prophesied in
the Old Testament by Joel in Joel Chapter two. This
prophesy came to pass in Acts 2:16-21; for Peter
\s],aoll “this is that which was spoken by the prophet

oel. ..

These things, then, set forth the Holy Spirit in the
broadest sense. In the articles that will follow, we
will deal with the Holy Spirit and the inspired Word,
the Holy Spirit and conversion, the gift and indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit, and the blasphemy and sin
against the Holy Spirit.
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THE NEW S LETTER REPORTS

"... They rehearsed all that God had done with them... " —Acts 14:27

CO-EDITOR TO MOVE
Jas. P. Miller

If it is the Master's will, | will be in the pulpit of
the 12th Street congregation in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky on the first nd_ax in May of this year. Yes,
after sixteen years with the Seminole church in
Tampa, | am moving to another city and another
work. The years & Seminole have been years never
to be forgotten. From a modest beglnnln%, the con-
gregation has grown and fought for the Truth until
it is one of the best known churches in America. It
now has five good elders, a dozen deacons and about
300 members. In 1957, the co_ngrePatlon erected the
present building on an entire city block which is one
of the best in the city. In a matter of just a few
months, the property will be completely free of debt.
Fans call for a number of men to be supported fully
by this fine church. Brother Barney Keith, of For-
ence, Al will move here to replace me in the
month of June. | feel that he is a fortunate choice for
the brethren here and he will do a great work in this
section.

12th STREET WORK

The 12th Street congregation in Bowling Green is
one of the oldest and most honorable churches in the
state. It has a long and wonderful history. Brother
B. G. Hope spent eighteen years in her service and
it is my prayer that | will be able to carry on the
scriptural heritage of this great congregation. My
leaving Seminole was of my own choice and a sur-
prise to the brethren. There are 25 congregations
standing for the " old paths' in Tampa. Western Ken-
tucky, where so much of mY reaching has been done,
has not been so fortunate. 1 hope to be able, with the
support of a con%regatlon like 12th Street, to in-
fluence many brethren to take a closer look at what
is happening to the brotherhood today. Time will tell
if this can be done, but with the Lord's help, | am
going to try.

The elders a 12th Street are W. L. Foshee, W. T.
Harrah, and J. N. Bowman. These are good men who
stood for the truth of the gospel against the liberal-
ism of the day and who are prepared to guide the
congregation to greater things. The church has
about 425 members and a determination to look to
the future and not at the accomplishments of the
pag. | am indebted to brother Weldon Warnock for
preaching at 12th Street on Lord's Day morning un-
til I can make the move.

MY WORK AND THE PAPER

| shall continue my association with brother
Phillips on SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. It has
been well known bK brethren for several years that
brother Phillips is the real editor of the joumal. He
works on the success of SEARCHING THE SCRIP-
TURES several hours every day. My work for some

time has been confined to the outside interests of the
journal and | shall continue to do this to the best of
my ability. As a matter of fact, | will be worth more
to him in another section of the country than | am
here, and will continue to call attention to the paper
and work for its drculation and growth. Our connec-
tion through the l))/ears has been as nearly perfect as
can be arranged by mortal men, and we see no need
to change.

MY ADDRESS

Until 1 am able to build or buy a house in Bowling
Green | will use the office as an address. After the
first of May, write me at 213 East 12th Street in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, 42101 Zip. If any of the
readers of SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES want
to buy a beautiful home in Tampa, call me at 935-5062
and I will give you the details.

| hope to return to Forida in later years, and
nothing would ﬁlease me more than to again be as-
sociated with the Seminole congregation where so
many of my years of my family's life have been

ent. Both my wife and [ wish for her even greater
things in the years to come.

Charles F. House, PO. Box 1031, Douglas, Ariz.
85607 — Roul Lopez Garcia, 48, an Agua Prieta gro-
cer, who has been blind about 14 gears was baptized
into Christ on December 4th at Douglas. A high of
26 in attendance was reached at Douglas during De-
cember. There is a possibility that brother Garcia
can regain his sight through an operation. Anyone
interested in helping him regain his sight, write
for details and you can deal direct with him.

TEXASNORMAL SINGING SCHOOL
P.O. Box 456
Sabinal, Texas

On June 8th, 1969, Texas Normal Singing School
will open its doors for the twenty-fourth year of
operation to help train men and boys in the field of
hymn music and song leading. M en and boys have
come to this school from all parts of the nation,
Hawaii, Philippine Idands, Australia and Canada.
T.N.SS. has been in operation long enough to pro-
duce all of its own text books. With the most mod-
ern, updated text books and teaching aids, we are
in a better position to do a better job than ever be-
fore. Many of our finest, new songs have been written
by our staff and students. } )

Each student in this school is placed in classes
according to their knowledge of music; then progress
with a four year curriculum to the point where they
can teach and write hymn music, as well as do an
acceptable job of song leading. With the laboratory
method of training song leaders, each one is given
the help he needs. The schoal also has a voice depart-
ment of two well-trained voice teachers where each
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student has one voice class each day. The schodl also
has its own campus of dormitories, kitchen, dining
hall, teachers' cabins and class facilities. Every
student may stay on the campus and have proper
food and housing. Preacher students will have
preaching opportunity. ] _

~ Congregations and individuals interested in mak-
ing improvement in the song service are urged to
write for a folder of information b){ addressing your
%hjgst to: Edgar Furr, 1109 Ave. |, Del Rio, Texas

Olen Holderby, San Pablo, Cdif. — All continues
to go well in San Pablo. We have had twenty bap-
tisms since last report. Paul Lusby of Amarillo,
53(3)%5 is to be with us in a gospel meeting March

PREACHER STORIES
Mrs. Jack Frost, Sr.

Prior to his death, October 18th, my husband had
Hanned to publish a collection of "preacher stories."

e had Prlnted a letterhead, begun composition of a

eneral letter, collected names of preachers and ad-

resses to write, and had set the kick-off date as
the week of the Horida College lectures where he
had hoped to see a good number of preachers. Some
of the notes he had prepared for the letter of solici-
tation are as follows: ) )
... A collection of true stories conc_:ernln? amus-
ing and interesting incidents in the lives of gospel
preachers. This is not to be just another book of
|okes, but actual happenings, humorous experiences
our fellow preachers are willing to share. | solicit
your contributions of a personal experience, related
with no offence to anyone. It will be published in the
framework of your own words and arrangement.
Keep the narrative brief and to the point. Credit will
be given to each contributor. And remember, please,
the Incidents must be true, must have actually oc-
curred to your personal knowled%]e._ ) ]

~ To his memory we plan to fulfill this desire of
his. We are reguestln that all articles be sent to
me: Mrs. Jack Frost, Sr., Welti Road, Cullman, Ala-
bama 35055. Please take a few minutes now to re-
cord an incident or two that comes to mind that
you are willing to share. We hope to complete this
project within the next few months.

Jack Dugger, 7354 Charlotte Road, Nashville,
Tenn. 37209 — The church of Christ in Hopkinsville
Kentucky, now known as Skyline Drive church of
Christ, has purchased property and occupied at the
corner of Skyline and Moseley Drives, two blocks
west of U.S Highway 41 (Nashville Road). Progress
has been very slow as to numbers — better, we trugt,
spiritually. We look forward to greater growth in
numbers and renewed interest on the part of those
who worship together.

Rodney Miller, 6101 Linton, Haltom City, Texas —
James P. Miller will hold our spring meeting for the
Haltom City church of Chrigt, April 6-11. The build-
ing is on the 121 freeway, address is 6101 Linton.

Our work here continues to ﬂrow in spite of Texas
weather and the Hong Kong flu this winter with the
addition of several families this month.

James H. Spencer, PO. Box 671, Dedtin, Ha. 32541
—The Lord's church in Albany, Georgia is now
meeting in_a new_location and many readers of
Sear ching The Scriptures pass through the city. This
is the one and only church in the city that stands
for the truth in the Lord's work. We are located at
%g %g; Avenue, Albany, Ga., phone 435-6789 or

Paul Foutz, 8230 S Laramie, Oak Lawn, I1l. 60459
—Recently here in the SW. Chicago area at Bur-
bank M anor we have had five baptisms; two you_nﬂ
men, one lady who had studied for some time wit
the Jehovah Witnesses and a man and his wife; he
a Greek Orthodox and she a member of the United
Church of Chrigt.

Hoyt H. Houchen, 12528 E. Alaska Place, Aurora,
Colo. 80010 — We are interested in egtablishing a
congregation after the New Testament order in Colo-
rado Sorings, Colorado. If any of you readers know
of any faithful brethren there, or if there are faith-
ful brethren living there, please contact our son:
Ronnie Houchen, 2408 Lark Drive, Apt. 6, Colorado
Springs, Colorado 80900. Fease let us hear as soon
as possible as we wish to get this new work under
way very soon.

James L. Denison, 3402 Henderson Blvd., Tampa,
Ha. — Colin Williamson of Ocala, Horida will be the
gpeaker in a gospel meeting at Henderson Boulevard,
3402 Henderson Blvd., Tampa, Horida, March 30-
Apr|Id4, 1969. All in the Tampa area are invited to
attena.

Billy G. Webber, Southern Air Transport, Inc.,
C.M.R. Box 886, A.PO. San Francisco 96323 — The
church which formerly met in the Boy Scout Center,
Bayside Courts, Y okohama, Jﬂoan, IS now meeting
in the chapel at Kamiseya (U.S. Navy Security
Group Activity) on Sundays a 1245 for Bible study,
1345 for worship. We meet in the homes of Gordon
Price or Earl Chilson on Tuesdays a 1930 for Bible
study. We ask that any Christians coming to the
Tokyo-Yokohama area call Earl Chilson CTC, at
Kamiseya 8474, or Gordon Rice CTC, at Kamsé%/a
8459, or Bill Webb, near Tachikawa, at 0425-41-7942,
or write to the above address.

COME TO JAPAN
Full time preacher of the gospel
urgently needed in Yokohama area!

OPPORTUNITY : to work with English-speaking
congregation while learning Japanese language.
We can furnish travel fare and partial support.
If interested, contact Billy G. Webber, South-
ern Air Transport, Inc., C.M.R. Box 886, A.PO.
San Francisco 96323.



EVOLUTION
OR
CREATION"?

S e
Paul Fouiz, 8230 & Laramie Avenue, Oak Lawn, Nllinois 60459

THE "DAYS"' OF CREATION (GEN. 1 AND 2) —
LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE? (No. 1)

The past few issues have been devoted to a dis-
cussion of the language of Genesis 1 and 2 and
whether or not the various words and phrases shall
be considered as literal or figurative. We suggest
that all readers go back and review these articles
and reread the rules of interpretation and laws of
hermeneutics that enable us to determine how we
distinguish between that which is figurative and
that which is literal. THESE SAME RULES MUST
APPLY ASWE DETERM INE THE M EANING OF
THE TERM "DAY" IN GENESIS1 AND 2 ASIT
REFERS TO THE CREATIVEACTIVITY OF GOD
Were each of these "days" what we ordinarily think
of when we hear the word used? Shall we regard
them as 24 hour days or were they great ages, with
each "de' an eon covering an immense period of
time as al evolutionists regard them?

To the Bible believer, "age" is no problem. Twen-
ty-four hours is ample "time" to do everythin
which was done on each "day" since GOD AND DI-
VINE POWER WAS IN OPERATION. But "time"
is very important to the evolutionist and his "faith”
for he reckons without Divine power (Isupernatur-
alism) and with his "theory" of natural processes
he MUST HAVE a long span of time if his "theory"
is true. We "believe" that God "created" the uni-
verse, the earth, life and finally man within the
CYCLE of six days, involving evening and morning,
darkness and light and Night and Day. This was
adequate "time" for all the things enumerated to
be brought into being. What the evolutionist needs
is not "time" but POWER. He doesn't have the
power uate to all the effects we see if he were

iven 100 BILLION years. The Bible believer has
the POWER and the "time,” ADEQUATE to
EVERY EFFECT, is LONG BENOUGH to accomplish
all Gen. 1 says was done.

In Genesis we have a record of the ORIGIN of the
universe and life, including man. It is written in
nomal, easy-to-be-understood words, the vehicle to
convey God's thoughts and His record to man of
"The Beginning." The language is NOT ambiguous.
It is simple and concise. We are told that in six days
God made the heavens, earth, sea and all that in
them is. We are told that each day had its evening
and morning. We are aso told what God did WITH-
IN each creation day. We are told of God's purRlose
in creating the sun and the moon AND THE FUNC-
TIONS EACH WAS TO PERFORM. They were to
divide the day from the night; they were to be for

signs and seasons and for days and years. The
greater light was to rule the Day, the [esser light
was to rule the Nlﬂh'[, and they were to divide the
light from the darkness. So, as specifically men-
tioned in Gen. 1:4-5, all six of these contrasting
terms are used (evening, moming with darkness
and light, each called night and day). WE ACTU-
ALLY BELIEVE THE CONTEXT OF GENESIS 1
CALLS NOT PRIMARILY FOR INTERPRETA-
TION; IT CALLS FOR SIMPLE FAITH AND AC-
CEPTANCE. It istoo clear to be misunderstood.
~ When the sound and basic principles of hermenu-
tics are a}e%qlled any "objective" person can see what
is involved in the context. To make the Hebrew word
"yom" (Day) mean millions of years, ages or eons,
has no more grammatical justification, as applied to
the creation account in Genesis 1, than it does in
Gen. 7:17,24, and many similar passages. We still
must adhere to the rules and laws laid down ?see
previous studies), the literal is the "rule"; the fig-
urative is the "exception." Words are to be taken in
their ordinary, nommal, meaning unless the CON-
TEXT demands otherwise or would be contrary to
the narrative. We must take "day" in this ordinary
way in Genesis 1, unless the context determines it to
be otherwise. | am told by scholars who should know
that in the 5 books of Moses "yom" (day?#s found
396 times (14 times in Genesis 1) yet "those who
hold to the day-age theory ask us to give to the
word 'day' a meanlnl:(sq él.e. an indefinite period of
time such as age —P.F.) it NOWHERE has in the
entire five books' (C.R.S Annual 1965, 8'0 89).
Leupold, a noted Hebrew scholar, in his Genesis,
Vol. I, , "There ought to be no need of refuting
the idea that "yom" means period. Reputable dic-
tionaries like Buhl, B D E or KW know nothing of
this notion. Hebrew dictionaries are our primary
source of reliable information conceming Hebrew
words. Commentaries with critical leanings utter
statements that very decided in this instance” (CRS
Annual, cited above — several are mentioned. P.F)).
Now "day" means in Gen. 1 and 2 just what we
com_monl?/ regard it as meaning. There are two ex-
ceptions. In Gen. 1.5 the context shows it does NOT
carry the ordinary accepted usage, for it is set over
against, and contrasted with, the term Night. So
Day and Night, IN THIS CONTEXT ONLY, means
that portion of the entire 24 hour cycle wherein part
involved Light and part Darkness. The only other
exception in Gen. 1 and 2 is in Gen. 2:4 where con-
text sums UF God's activity and qualifies "day" by
the definite length of time involved in the "credtive”
week of six normal, regular days. If "day" in Gen.
1 and 2, apart from these two exceptions, QUALI-
FIED BY CONTEXT, doesn't mean an ordinary
"day" what does the term mean in 1:14-15 (men-
tioned previously) where the sun and moon were to
regulate and "be for signs, and for seasons, and for
days and ){wears ?1f not ordinary days what were
they and how about the "seasons" and "years'!
Delitzsch well says (Vol. | The Pentateuch, pg. 51),
"If the days of creation are regulated by the recur-
ring interchange of "light" and "darkness' the
must be regarded NOT as periods of time of incal-
culable duration of years or thousands of years, but
as simple earthly days.”
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of the times. ¢

» - .... -...
T. G. O'Neal, 318 Kings Highway, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 37130

IRA NORTH'S DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH

On Nov. 7, 1968, the Nashville Banner had a front
page article telling about the Madison Church of
Christ being the "winner of the 12th annual Guide-
posts Church Award for ‘conspicuous initiative and
spiritual creat|V|t)6." The announcement of this
awad was made by "Dr. Norman Vincent Peale,
founder and co-editor of the interfaith, interdenom-
inational monthly." We are further told in the news-

r article that "The Madison congregation was
selected for the honor from several hundred nomina-
tions made by newspaper religion editors and Guide-
post readers.” The award was not given for any one
thing the church did not rather it was given because
of "the total program of the church." "The award is
designated for ‘conspicuous initiative and spiritual
credtivity that functions beyond the normal reach of
religion,” and the Madison Church of Christ is strong
in all ﬁgrases not just a single field." Mr. Pedle is the

reacher or "pastor of Marble Collegiate Church, a

utch Reformed congregation, in New York City
since 1931." _

The January 4, 1969, Nashville Banner told about
the coming visit of Mr. Peale to Nashville for the pre-
sentation of the award. Also readers were informed
that the publisher of the Banner would introduce
Peale. Special music would be provided by the
a capella chorus from David Lipscomb College under
the direction of Charles Nelson. Jim Bill M clnteer
of the Nashville West End Church of Christ would
glve the invocation with Bill Ruhl, president of the

. C. Goodpagture Chrigtian School, giving the bene-
diction. The church news editor of the Banner was
master of ceremonies for the event.

Then the Nashville Banner on January 8, 1969

ave nearly two pﬁ?es_to an article and pictures of
the events a the Madison church. Peale said that
each C}/ear between 400 and 500 churches are nom-
inated to receive the award and "the one that emerges
as the winner just has to be one of the extraordinary
churches in the United Sates.” The publisher of the
Banner is quoted as saying, "You have somethin
here that should be the envy of the Christian world,
and you have invited to be your %)eake_r here tonight
a man who preaches what you and | believe in." Also
from this article it is learned if not known before that
the Madison church sponsors (1) a furniture work-
shop, (2) a camp, (3) a kindergarten, (4) "a Thurs-
day school for pre-school children to give mothers a
day off from home duties’ (5) a scout troop, and (6)
some kind of art and communications.

All of this and a lot more that could be said about
the M adison church just points out how far away
from the New Testament this congregation has
drifted with its promoter Ira North. From the above
information there are several things which come to
light about this congregation: )

(1) Ata savice conducted by the church of Christ
denominational Rgople were ghven a prominent part
in the service. The speaker of the evening, Peale, Is a
denominational church preacher. Imagine the Apostle
Paul have one of the leading teachers of error in his
day speak at one of the services of the church. The
publisher of the Banner who introduced Peale is a
member of some church besides the Lord's. Then the
master of ceremonies for the night is not a member
of the body of Christ. With this kind of going on it
will not be long until the Madison church will be
having Billy Graham preach on Sunday.

(2) The Banner publisher said Peale " preaches
what you and | believe in." Snce both the Publisher
and Peale believe in denominationalism and Peale
preaches it, the Madison church believes and preaches
the same thing. And when Ira North accepted the
award he did not correct the matter and not a single
elder of the M adison church corrected it either. The
people were lead to believe that North and Peale were
In agreement and both were preaching the same
thing. You just think how far from the New Testa
ment a church is when her preacher will accept being
linked up with one of the top rate modernists in the
country. Let Ira North hob nob with Peale; the
writers of this journal prefer the company of Paul,
Peter and Jesus. _
~ (3) The chorus from Lipscomb presented " spec-
ial music." Peale and all the other denominationalist
present accepted this as the choir from the church of
Christ. This Is the concept and practice of denomina-
tions and is contrary to the New Testament (Col.
3:16 and Eph. 5:19). Thus, David Lipscomb by hav-
ing her chorus present and engaging in the activities
endorsed what went on. _ _

(4) The liberal element in Nashville endorsed
what went on. The preacher for the West End church
participated in the program. The president of the B.
C. Goodpasture Christian School also participated.
Then the very next issue of the Gospel Advocate,
edited by B. C. Goodpasture, featured the weekly
Bible lesson by Charles R. Brewer, who is the assis-
tant preacher for the M adison church. ) )

(5) According to Robert Jackson in the Riverside
Weekly, Jan. 17, 1969, Peale said that he has been
called to preach by the Holy Spirit. Robert Jackson
sad, "There was not one rep(ljy made to this by Bro.
North, or the elders at M adison. To this day the
peoEIe have heard no reply to refute this statement.”
Jackson went on to say, "Will Bro. Ira North ste
forth and deny that God called Dr. Peale to preac
what he is now preaching ? Will the Madison Church
step forth and deny same ? Will they do it ? We shall
seel!l!" Of course, they will not disagree with Peale
who gave them such an honor (?). _ )

(6) Another thing that this church evidences is
that the real problems in the church in recent years
has NOT been over 'orphan homes." The real problem
has been the authority of the Bible and a strict ob-
servance of it by churches. All liberal churches will
one day practice the very things Madison is now if
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When vacationing, traveling or moving -

ADVERTISE FOR $50.00 A YEAR

\\V/

Morning Worship 10-565 am
Evening Worship &30pm
Wednesday Bible
Study opm
Evangelsst Hugh W Dawvis
Phone 428-4658

Eveming Worship 6,00 p m
Wadnesday Bible
Study 7.30 pm
Evangelist Oln Hasting:
Phone; 746 6305

Evering Worship 6 00 pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangelist Bobby Thompsaon
Phore 685 3202

Evening Worship 6C)pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 7:30pm

Evangelrst Qaks Gowen
Phone: 424 3533

ML
e WORSHIP WITH THESE CHURCHES
Atlanta, Ga. Bradenton, Fla. Miami, Fla. Orlando, Fla. Tampa, Fla.
{Marrerta Smyrna Area) WEST BRADENTON NORTH MIAMI AVENUE HOLDEN HEIGHTS FOREST HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST
meears at meels at ats af mears at meaeis ar
181 Chnﬁmh Street 1619 10th Avenue West 143rg 5t & No Miarmy Ave 1000 22nd Street 1011 W Lmebaugh Avenue
1t
Sch e;,nu,e 2?;;‘”0“ Schedule of Services Schedule of Services Schedule of Services Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY LORD § DAY LORD $ DAY LORD § DAY LORD'S DAY
Bible Stug 1000am Bible Stu\?‘)l 945am | Bible Study 10900 am | Bible Stuw 9:45am | Bible Study g0Dam
¥ orming Worship 10 45 am | Mornung Worship 11 00 am | Moroung Worship 1:50 am | Morming Worship 9 50 am

Evening Worship & 00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study IWpm
Evangehst H E Fhillips
Fhone: 935 3691

Tampa, Fla.
SEMINOLE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
Bome Ave & Wishart Blvd

Scheduls of Services
LORD § DAY
Bibla Study 945am
Morning Worship 10 45 am
Everning Worship 600 p m
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangelist: Jamaes P Miller
W N Meyer

Decatur, Ga.

GLENWOOD HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meels at
2957 Glenwood Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD § DAY
Bible Study 1000 a m
Morming Worship 11 00 anr
Evening Worship 7 00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 7T0pm

Evangelist; ) Edward Nowhin
Fhone- 377-7782

E} Cerrito, Calif.
CHURCH OF CHRIST

maaeats at
Colusa & Lynn

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 945am
Morming Worship 1050 am
Evening Worship &£00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm

Phones 524 2422
232 3757 and 234 5085

Charlotte, N. C,

CHARLOTTE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at
5327 York Read

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

Bihle Study 1000 am
Morning Worship 11 00 am
Evening Worship 600 pm
Wednesday Bible

T30pm

Study
Evangelist  Jerry Parker

Phone 623 8867

Tallahasses, Fla.

WESTSIDE
CHURCH GF CHRIST
meets &t
2150 Belle Yue Way
Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Morrung Worstup 11 0D am
Evening Wearship B00pm

Wednesday Bibie
Study 730pm

For injormation phane
222 2881 or 877 3837

Jackson, Tenn.

HOLLYWOOD DRIVE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
mests at
Hollywood Dnve at Hattan

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Bible Stu“)r 10:00 am
Morming Worship 11 00 am
Evering Worshup 600 pm
Waeadnesday Bible
Study 730pm

Evangelist L Earl Fly
Phone: 424-2821

Pascagoula, Miss.

28th STREET
CHURCH OF CHEIST
efs at
13 M from Hwy 90 on
ico Rd
Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY
Bible Study 10:0Q a m
Moming Warshup 11 00 am

Evening Worship 30pm
Wednesday Bible
Study F:30pm

Evangelist Ronald Lehde
Phone 762 9692

Jacksonville, Fla.

HYDE PARK
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets al
Cormner Lake Weir &
Ceonant Avenue
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Stuw' 10:00 8 m
Morming Worship 11 00 am
Evaning Worship 7:0G p m

Wednesday Bible
Study 7:30pm

Evangelist: Jamlie Rhoden
Phone: 781 5704

Miami, Fla.

SQOUTHIWEST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
meaels al
1450 5 W 24th Avenue
{Coral Gables Area)

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Maorming Woarship 11 00 am
Evening Worship 600 p m
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm

Evengenst, K A Franer
Phone 443 3378

Nashville, Tenn.

FRANKLIN ROAD
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meeats ai
3815 Franklin Road
Schedule of Services

LORD S DAY

Bible Study 200am
Morming Worship 1000 am
Evening Worship 6:30pm
Wadnesday Bible

730pm

Study
Evangehst D W Claygool
Phone 8312-04546

Gainesvit Ie. Fla

NORTH
CHURCH OF C‘HRJSI'

1433 N E 1Sth Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

Bible Study S00am
Morning Worship 13*00 am

Evering Worshi 6:30pm
Waednesday Bible
Study 730pm

Evangelist John Witt
Phone 378 5023

Birmingham, Ala.

ELAM STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meels al
1625 Elm Street, 5 W
Schedule of Services
LORD & DAY
Bible Stuw 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11 00 a2 m
Evening Worship 6 GO pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangelist: Denms L Reed
Phones 788-8335
and 785 3000

Murfreesbaro, Tenn.

WESTVUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
neets at
316 kangs Highway

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Brbie Study 245am
Morming Worship 10 4bam
Evering Warship 7 00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 7:30pm

Evangehst ThomasG O Naeal
Phone 823 3355

Leasburg, Fla.

CENTRAL
CHURCH OF CHRIST
magrs &t
2220 West Main 5t

Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

EBible Study 10400 am
Marming Worship 11 00 am
Evening Woarship 600 pm
Wadnesday Bible

Study 730pm

Comtgct G R Whesler
Phone 787 7916

Clearwater, Fla.
HERCULES AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meeots &t
601 So Hercules Avenua

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 900 am
Marning Worship 10 00 am
Eveming Worship 6.00pm
Wednesday Bible

Study Fpm
Evangelist Praston Weaeks

Phone' 442.9267

Columbus, Ga.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN ROSE HILL

meels af
2216 Hamilton Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD S5 DAY

Bible Study 10.08am
Morning Worship 11 00 a m
Eveming Worship 600 pm
Wadnesday Bible

730pm

Study
Praacher-

R L Mornsan
Phone' 323-8302

Concord, N. C.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
meets on
Poplar Tent Road, 2 m
West of US 29 & US 601
Bypass
Schedule of Services
LOGRD & DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Marming Woership 10 80 am
Evening Worship 700 pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm

Evangelist Jack G Byars
Phone 782-3845

Lake City, Florida

CHURCH QF CHRIST
IN LAKE CiTY

mests at
400 5 Hernando cor Dade

Schadule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 10:00am
Marming Worship 11:00 8 m
Evening Worship 700pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 30 pm

Phones: 752-2829 -
752 4230 752 6323

Oak Lawn, Illinois

BURBANK MANOR
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets at

8230 So Laramie Ave
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 93Cam
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Evening Worship $:00pm

Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangehst Faul Foulz
Phone 499-1834 or
423 6703

Ft. Walton Baach, Fla.

NORTHSIGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
mests af
105 Racetrack Rd
off Beal 3t, 1 Block
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 1000am
Morning Worghip 11 00 am
Evening Warship 600pm

Wednesday Bible
Study T700pm
Cemtact H N Eubanks Jr
FPhone 243 2660
A D Puterbaugh
Phone 247-2441
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Cornar Haypood Rd
{Virgima Beach)
Schadule of Services
LORD § DAY
Bible Study 1000am
Mormng Worship 11 G0 am
Everung Worsh) G600am

Wednesday Bible
Study 73Cpm
Contact David Waldron
Fhone 499 2504
John Peddy
Phone 486 4203

= — Al e} B e e B —

Cordele, Ga

CORDELE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
rreers at
610 16th Avenue East

Schedule of Services
LORD 8 DAY

Eible Study g945am
Morming Worship 11 0D am
Evening Worship 6 30pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm
Evangelst Frank Jamerson

Phone 273 6849 — home
273 6362 meetung house

meets at
4667 Cooper Rd
Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bible Study 1000am
Morning Warshig 11 00 am
Evening Wcrshlr 700pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 730pm

Evangehist Fred Stacey
Phone. 891-3174

15 W Par Avenue
Scheduls of Services
LORD'S DAY
Bible Study 1000 am
Marning Worship 10'50 a m
Evening Worship 7.00pm

Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangelists Roy E Cogdill
and Peter J Wilson

Phone 425-2900

maets 8t
5484 Cld Hixson Pike
Schedule of Services
LORD'S DAY

Bible Stue“{ 1000 am
Morning Worship 11-00 am
Evening Worshs G600 pm
Wednesday Bible
Study T:30pm
Evangehst John Clark

For |nform:t_;on phone

=
N:;f:ll;.o\;a Cincinnati, Ohio Crlando, Fla. Chattanooga, Tenn. Ft Worth, Texas
CHURCH SF CHRIST BLUE ASH PAR AVENUE NORTH HIXISON {Haltom City Mortheast}
meels at CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF CHRIST
1084 Ferry Plantation Rd mests at CHURCH OF CHRIST

meats at
6101 Lintor: on 121 Freeway
Schedule of Services
LORD S DAY

Bible Stud 945am
Marning Worship 10 45am
Evening Worship 600 pm

Evangelist Rodney Miller

Fhonas TE 8 0185
and 284-D875

Knoxville, Tenn.

ISLAND HOMES
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meets st
18C4 Allen Avenue

Schedule of Services
LORD § DAY

Bible Swdy 1000am
Morning Worship 11 00 pm

E00pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 730pm
Evangeiist T E Akin, Jr
Phone 573 3846

Evening Worship

Valdosta, Ga.
CHURCH OF CHRIST

meals af
1000 East Gordon St

Schedule of Services
LORD 5 DAY

Bible Study 1000 am
Marming Wership 11 00 am
Evening Worship & 00 pm
Wednesday Bible

730pm

Study
Evangelist J D Mosley
Phone 242-2007

AD IN THIS SPACE
$5.00
PER MONTH

it, but they did say, that the interpretation was not
the same as the Jewish. . . They
be swayed from the teachings of our ancestors... |

s0 told me not to

me and was Kind of su

became a Chridtian, | would do it from within m
heart and not for any person for any reason.
She was very angry with

Iky,

started to read this Holy Bible, or shall | say [|u_st
glanced thru it, and received nothing from it, so | laid
it down and thought nothing of it.

In my travels, in almost ever?/ hotel that | entered,
there was a Bible in the room. [ found a little time to
look into it, but sill with no feelings of satisfaction.
| knew that the Bible was given to people for some
good reason and | knew that when a person was
troubled, they always looked to God and that God was
the Bible, or the Bible is God ... So when some little
thing came up and troubled me, | looked into the Holy
Bible and still got nothing out of it, so, | laid it down,
never realizing what | was doing.

In 1941 | mamed a non-Jewish woman. She was
then and is now a member of the body of Chrig, the
church of Christ. . . My wife Ruby, knew | was
Jewish and never once did she question me about it,
as to what | intend to do. In fact we married each
other because we were following our concepts of our

, about two people being inlove ... At thistime,
| would like to inject one thought, my wife had no in-
fluence over me one way, or ancther to become a mem-
ber of the church of Christ. What | mean is, she did
not say to me, that either | become a Chrigtian or we
will not be married. She accepted me for was | was.

While we were in Chicago, we met with my wife's
Aunt Emma, who was very religious, she asked me
a point blank question .. ._Joe, *would you chanl\Pe
from Judaism to Chrlstlan|t¥_ for Ruby's sake?' Not
wanting to hurt her, but | figured, the truth must
come out some time, S0 | said, "Aunt Emma, if | ever

I will admit she was hurt, but | considered the facts
and that was that. _

As time went by, Aunt Emma took very sick and
we would get letters from Mama (Ruby's) that her
time (Emma’'s) was_ running out, but she seemed to
hold on for some thing. Well, in the meantime, | be-
came a Christian, | wrote Mama to tell Aunt Emma
that, we received a letter back, that when Aunt Emma

d the news that | was baptized, she had a smile
on her face, and went into her deep sleep, she passed
away very peaceful. | am running ahead of my stor?/
but this was an actual fact and | felt that it should
be said, also to say, that no person should become a
Christian for any ones s&ke, except for the sake of
themselves and our Master, Jesus Christ.

During our first year of married life, my wife was
attending the services at the church of Christ, where
ever we may have been, as we were doing a little
traveling at that time. She never asked me if T wanted
to go to church with her or not, because | was still
attending all the Jewish Holidays and going to the
synagogue every day . . . One thing did puzzle me,
what if the Jewish folks a the synagogue knew that
| was mamed to a non-Jewish woman, would they
have accepted me as they did? Would they have
allowed me to enter the synagogue ? What would they
have done? They never asked me, so | never told
them, | assume they thought she was Jewish. This
much | knew, | never would have denied it, no matter
what they would have said or done.

o
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" Howrneys Thrnough Ve Bible”
COMPLETE SERIES

WORKBOOKS -— each 45¢
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*First Steps in Bible Lands”

TEACHER'S MANUALS — each 75¢

Book 5 — Part 3 — The Captivity A5
Book 5 — Part 4 — Life of Chnist A5
Book 6 — Part 1| — Life of Christ {con’t] A5
Book & -— Part 2 — The Church A5
Book & — Part 3 — Apostle Payl A5
Book 6 — Part 4 — The Christian Life A5
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“*The Third Journey”

Teacher's Manval [for entire year) $2.95
Pupil's TAKE-N-TELL Packet — Part | 45
Pupil*s TAKE-N-TELL Packet — Part Il 45
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"In The Beginning God*’
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45 RPM Record of Songs b9
Pupil's Achivity Packet 45
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Book 3 — Part 4 — Christian Living 45
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Book 4 — Part 1 — The Patriarchs A5
Book 4 — Part 2 — Egypt to Sinai A5
Book 4 — Part 3 —. The Conquest 45
Book 4 — Part 4 — The Judges 45
Bock 5 — Part 1 — Kings of Israel 45
Book 5 — Part 2 — Kings of Judah 45

Book 7 — Part 1 — The Patriarchs A3
Book 7 — Part 2 — Moses A5
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Book 8 — Part 3 — Matthew and Mark A5
Book 8 -—— Part 4 — Luke and John 43
Book ¢ — Part 1 — Beginnings of the Church A5
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Book ¥ — Part 3 — Letters to the Churches A5
Book 9 — Part 4 — Letters to Christians A5
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Book 11 — Part 1 — Isroel’s Decline A5
Book 11 — Part 2 — Exile and Rettoration A5
Book 11 — Part 3 — life of Chnst A5
Book 11 — Part 4 — Life of Christ {con’t) A5
Book 12 — Part 1 — Establishment of the Church 45
Book 12 — Part 2 — Apostle Paul 45
Book 12 — Part 3 — Letters to Churches 43
Book 12 — Part 4 — Christian Living . .45
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