SEARCHING the SCRIPTURES

"Search the Scripturds; for in them ya
think ye have sgternal life: and ey are
thay which testify of me'' - John 5:39,
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“DEVOTED TG THE SEARCH FOR DIVINE TRUTH

"These were monre nobla than those in
Thessaionica in that they raceived the

word: with all readiness of mind, and
gearched the scrptyres daily, whather
those things were o' — Acts 17:11
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WHAT GOD
HATH JOINED
TOGETHER
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P. . Box B354
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The Pharisees said unto our Lord, “Isit lawful for a
man to put away his wife for every cause? And he
answered and said unto them, Have ye not read that
he which made them at the beginning made them male
and female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and
they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath
joined together, et not man put asunder” (Matt. 19:3-
5). This Is God's law, and no man can transgress this
law of marriage without grievous sin.

God willed that the two marriage companions
become one flesh and that they continue to be happily
united as long as they shell live. In a wedding two
people are legally bound. In our generation there is
the quedtion as to how long the union will last. We
repeat: it should last until death.

Let not man break this tie which God has
recognized. It is an outgrowth of God's will for the
good of mankind. The two people are held together by
strong cords from the two livesif the counsel of God is
understood and followed. There are many things said
in the sacred writing about the principals that are
joined together when two well taught and deserving
young people marry.

She is to recognize the husband as the head of the
family. This is not stated as a facetious remark, nor as
an affirmation in a debate over women's liberation.
This is the will of God Himsdf. He knows that the
home should have a head, and He wills that man
should take this responsibility. "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ

is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the
bod?/. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything” (Eph. 5:22-25). This is not the thinking of
modern infidels, but it is wisdom's way. The same
Bible includes the rule that the husband should love
his wife as Christ loved the church. Men are to love
their wives as their own bodies. Christ gave Himsd f
for the church (Eph. 5:25, 28, 33). If the husband loves
his wife as here suggested her submission will not be a
galling experience. It will be more a matter of her
coming under his strong arm for protection. Her
submission and his love are joined together, and what
God hath joined together | et not man put asunder.
Titus 2:3-5 asked aged women to teach younger
women to love their husbands. The same Holy Spirit
guided Peter in pointing out the fact that husbands
should honor their wives as also being heirs of
salvation. The husband, in recognizing her worth and
merit, and in realizing that she is the weaker vessel,
ladly becomes her protector. His honor and respect
or her, and her love for him, bind the two together as
one unit. Neither has a desire to be free. Each com-
ﬁlements the other. Each needs the other. They are
appy to%ether. Let nothing destroy his respect for
her, nor her love for him. God hath joined them
together. _ S
There is much work to be done in maintaining and
keeping a home, and each has much room for gratitude
as this willing work is accomplished. It is right that
man should provide for his own. He is worse than an
infidel if he will not (1 Tim. 5:8). The beautiful word
picture of the worthy woman given in Proverbs 31
shows her working willingly with her hands as she
looks to the ways of her household. She is full of good
works (1 Tim. 2:10; Acts 9:36). How can marriage
succeed if neither is willing to work and to be
thoughtful in showing gratitude for the work of the
other? Gratitude expressed makes work easier.
Cheerful and unselfish work makes gratitude natural.
God has joined these things together. Let not man put
them asunder. When a happy husband says, "Marny
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest
them all," his wife goes to work with renewed vigor.
Her pleasant gratitude pays him well for all he does
for her. When willing work meets joyful expressions of
gratitude divorce is unthinkable.
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A woman that feareth the Lord shall be praised
because she is praise-worthy. A man who delights to
pray is prepared to honor his wife as an heir of the
grace of life. This godly fear leads to purity of life. This
reverence helps the wife to adorn hersdf in those most
beautiful ornaments of the meek and quiet spirit with
chestity, sobriety, and discretion. What man with faith
in and love for God would have or could have even the
slightest desire to put away a wife to whom he could
say: " All the city of my people doth know that thou art
a virtuous woman"? (Ruth 3:11). Yes, there are
divorces, but not when godly fear and purity are
properly joined together. The curse of God is upon
those who would defile the character or destroy the
faith. Immorality and loss of faith explain the alarming
divorce rate. Godly fear and purity of life explain the
wonderful stability of the best homes.

Let her submission and his love be joined together.
God intended they should thus work to bind the two
people in perfect unity. Her love for him and his
respect for her also serve to guarantee the certain
sability of the marriage. Work and %ratltude may add
much pleasure to each da%/ in the home until death
ends the happy time together. Reverence and godly
fear lead to innocence and purity of life, and together
they provide the very foundation of happiness for the
two who are thus enabled to have full confidence in
one another.
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Truth in Life Series Ready

After flve years of work Iinvolving 40
writers, the new TRUTH IN LIFE series of }
Bible class literature is ready for use. This
series will take a student from the smallest
pre-school class all the way through grade 12
of high school, It is both doctrinally sound and
educationally adapted to the age and grade
levels intended. This latter asset is woefully
lacking in much of the class literature now
available. Teacher's manuals have been

prepared through the Junior High level. Great
pains were taken to give the teachers much

more help for their own study than what they
would get from the student’'s book. The editor
had a part in preparing some of this material
and will leave others to judge its merit. But we
have also seen a good amount of the other

# material and think it far superior to any series J
now available.

¢ Religious Supply Center will carry this
series. Student books sell for 75¢c and the %
Teacher's Manvuals for $1.25. The fall quarter §
begins October 7. Send your order to;

RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CENTER

P.O. Box 13144
Louisville, Ky. 46313
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ABORTION
The Personal Dilemma

by R. F. R. Gardner

Seldom has a more explosive issue burst upon a soclety
than this one. Mr. Gardner is an English Minister and
Consultant Obstetrician and Gynecologist, Sunderland
Hospitals. He deals not only with the medical aspects

which compel him to oppose abortion, but with the moral
and ethical problems as well. Gospel preachers must
come to grips with this issue. We believe Mr. Gardner's
book will provide much help.

Price — §5.55

Order from: RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CENTER
P.O. Box 13144
Louisville, Ky. 40213
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OPPOSITION TO HERALD OF TRUTH
FROM STRANGE SOURCES

It is indeed strange to read what such men as E. R.
Harper, W. F. Cawyer and Ira Y. Rice, Jr. are saying
in opposition to the Herald of Truth these days. For
many years Ira Rice was in the van of brotherhood
promotionalism and has aways had plenty to say
about those he classified as "antis." E. R. Harper was
the preacher at Highland in Abilene, Texas when
Herald of Truth began and was among its most ardent
supporters. He did some of the radio preaching in the
early years of the program and defended it as
scriptural in two public debates. He has continued,
until recently, to be employed by the Highland church
in connection with Herald of Truth. W. F. Cawyer was
a paid elder at Highland and traveled throughout the
country for years doing public relations work in the
interest of Herald of Truth.

Now these three men are waming the brotherhood
about the present direction the program and its
management have taken. W. F. Cawyer resigned two
years ago as an elder at Highland and now will not
even worship there. Recently, E. R. Harper was fired
by a committee to whom the Highland elders have
entrusted the management of Herald of Truth. For
years the program was defended as scriptural because
It was under the direct oversight of the Highland
elders. It was argued that this distinguished it from a
Missionary Society. Now, they have a committee
(without a single elder on it) with the power to hire
and fire and attend to the affairs of the program.

The July, 1973 issue of CONTENDING FOR THE
FAITH, published by Ira Y. Rice, J., carried the story
of Harf_per's finng. He was given three weeks to vacate
his office and was denied access to a copy machine
during that period. Not one elder signed the letter of
dismissal. o

Here is part of what W. F. Cawyer said in a recently
published letter: _

"MK heart bleeds when | think about a once strong
church, which enjoyed the complete confidence of a
Brrpud brotherhood, that today iIs floundering on the

ink of Pentecostalism, the rankest of which you ever
heard. | fought hard for the truth againgt Calvinism as
it dowly but surely crept into the Highland Church in
Abilene, Texas. There was atime, looking back to the

yesterdays, when Highland was a united church,
perfectly joined together in doctrine and in practice.
But today, it, the Highland Church, which sponsors
the Herald of Truth, is no longer worthy of the
fellowship and confidence the brethren have had in
her. It is about to split ight down the middle over the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit." (ViaThe Chrigtian
Joumal, August, 1973).

Cawyer further reported that present-day tongue
speaking was being defended there, that one deacon
had argued before the elders that there were
Chrigtians in all denominations and said that they had
permitted a hlppletxpe person to stand in the pulpit
and lead a prayer which he began with the irreverent
"Hi, Dad." He stated that they had recently accepted a
man and his wife on tiune baptism. Also, according to
Cawyer, ateacher in an adult Bible class held up his
Bible and said "You must have something more than
this. This is not sufficient.” He urged brethren to
check with Brother Harper to verify these matters.

Harper stated that the preacher was teaching
doctrinal error in class and that he opposed what he
wag saying. The elders cdled him in and forbade him
to do so.

Consider this statement from Cawyer about the use
of Herald of Truth funds:

"Salaries have been raised to an absurd amount.
Men who barely made a living before, now draw
nearly and perhaps more than $20,000 per year. Men
have placed wives on the payroll and at one time not
only a wife, but a daughter. Y our money has been
spent as freely as water, but you did not know it.
Brethren, its time _that some good practical business
judgment be manifested as well as doctrinal sound-
ness. You, as supporters of the Herald of Truth
program, need to know the facts regarding its
operation."”

It should be kept in mind that none of these men
opposes the Herald of Truth because he believes the
sponsoring church arrangement is unscriptural. In last
month's issue we dealt with this principle and showed
why such an arrangement is unscriptural even if there
were no abuses found. The objections of these men are
based purely on abuse of the practice and not the
practice itself. Nevertheless, brethren who have
supported the program over the years thinking that
the Highland church was a model of doctrinal sound-
ness and that her elders were a cut above the average
eldership and therefore uniquely qualified to oversee
$2,000,000 of brotherhood money a year, need to take
another look. When men such as Harper and Cawyer,
who have enlj_oyed for years the reputation they have
among the liberal churches, attempt to alert the
brotherhood to doctrinal unsoundness & Highland
which is tolerated by the elders, and of organizational
coruption in the management of the program, then
brethren ought to at least give them a hearing. They
have spent many years of their lives working with that
church and this program.

All of this reminds me of the controversy over
missionary societies of days gone by. In 1908 J. B.
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Briney came to Louisville to debate W. W. Otey on the
societies and instrumental music. Briney made the
same arguments in defense of the society which
Harper, Cawyer and others have made in defense of
the Herald of Truth in days gone by. Yet, before
Briney died, he lived to see the society he had
defenced fall under the influence of men who were
marching to a different drum and died bitter and
disillusioned about that which he had defended so
ardently. Indeed, as Brother Miller says so well in his
column elsewhere in this issue, "the chickens have
come home to roost." Without trying to seal any of his
thunder, may | sincerely say, "I marvel."
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THINK ON
THESE THINGS

o £ |.1JI"'|:.!.I|‘:'Z'

P. O Box 17244

Tampa., Florida 13812

A WORTHY MAN AND THE INFALLIBLE
BOOK

By approval of the new editor and owner of this fine
paper, brother Connie W. Adams, | shall be writing as
often as possible under the heading: "Think On These
Things," as it appears above. This is a phrase taken
from Philippians 4:8 and if you will take the time to
read the context of the statement, you will appreciate
the significance of these four words. | selected this
Bible phrase to head this column because it expresses
precisely what | propose to accomplish in that which |
write from time to time.

The general overriding concept of professed
religionists today is aso the common view held by the
average man of the world, and that is that moral
goodness, social benevolence, academic scholarship
and accumulated material wealth congtitute the true
measurement of what a Christian should be and what
should ordlnarll condtitute the church and its func-
tion. In fact, the sad pllg1 t of the present day
credentials for preachers is that the above mentioned
qualities are essertial to make him a real preacher and
give him reason to exist as such. The sad, sordid, and
sickening Flcture of the human race at the present
time is a living proof of the moral and spiritual
evolution in reverse. It is high time that we awake and
unsheathe the sword of the Spirit and aggressively
use it with all our m|g1ht in striking down the spiritual
wickedness in high places and speak out against the
evil imaginations of men's hearts which allow the
corrupt political, moral and spiritual conditions to
exist as they are in this present generation.

THE INFALLIBLE BOOK

We dare to stand and proclaim to the world that we
hold to no book as an infallible guide in spiritual and
moral training but the Word of God which we call the
Bible. It is an infallible book because it came from an
infallible Being, Jesus Chrigt the Son of God. In John
14:26 Jesus told his disciples that the "Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said
unto you.” InJohn 15:26 Jesustold them further, "But
when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me."
And again in John 16:13 he states that the %Flrlt of
truth would guide the apostlesinto all truth and would
sgg‘ak the things which he heard and in verse 14, "He

| glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall
shew it unto you."

In Galatians 1 the apostle Paul affirms that he did
not receive the gospel by men nor of men, but he
received it by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
(Galatians 1:11, 12)

The Word of God is not only an infallible book, it is
also a complete book. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 states that
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reﬁroof for correction, for
Instruction in nghteousnes_s: that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."
This book claims to be capable of furnishing a man to
every thing that God would have him to be, thus
making the book itsef a complete revelation. The
apogtle Paul said, "But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have Preached unto you, let him be accursed.
As we said before, so say | now again, If any man
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed’ (Galatians 1:8, 9). Even
an?ellc being may not add anything to this book to
com ete it. It |s an infallible book and a complete

In addltlon it is a final book. By this | mean that
there will be no writing or revelation from God &t any
further time, nor has there been any inspired writing
added to _that of the apodtles from the period of in-
spiration in the first century to the death of the last
apodtle. In the passage %ust read from Galatians 1:8, 9,
it becomes clear thet it this book may not have ad-
ditionsto it, that no further revelation will be made. In
Jude three the Holy Spirit through Jude exhorted to
"earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints." The American Standard
Version reads, "once for all delivered unto the saints."

~ We have an infallible book, a complete book and a
final book. But this book is aso the basis of judgment
for the entire human race. Jesus said in John 522,
"For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed
all judgment unto the Son.” Bu the Son judges dl men
through his Word. "He that rejecteth me, and
recelveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him:
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the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day."

_In Revelation 20:11-15 the scere of the judgment
depicts dl nations and all men standing before the
judgment seet of Christ to be judged out of the things
which were written in the books, according to thelr
wor ks. These four important considerations ought to
impress each one of the great value of reading,
Ice:?rmlng and living by the New Testament of Jesus

1.

A WORTHY MAN

The word "worthy" simply indicates to be worth, to
weigh, to be worthy of. It is used of different things
and In different ways in the scriptures. In Colossians
1:10, Ephesians 4:1 and Philippians 1:27 the term
indicates the work or manner of life of a man as
making him worthy of acceptance with God or with the
calling of the vocation in which he isto work. This is
not to be understood as laying claim on the part of man
of beln% accepted by God because of any meritorious
act or thought on his part, but only by his conforming
to the words of the Spirit can his obedient faith be
counted for the righteousness that from God's point of
view would be worthy of the various blessings that
come through Christ the Lord.

The word teaches that the workman is worthy of his
meat (Mathew 10:10; Luke 10:7; | Tim 5:18). The
younger son in the parable of the "prodigal son" did
not consider himsef wor thy to be called the son of his
fether because of the great sin againgt his father (Luke
15:21). The redee will be counted worthy to walk
with Christ in white (Rev. 3:4).

| suppose that different men would read into the
word "worthy" some things that should not be found
and th:é/ would leave off some things that should be
included. By using the Bible as the only standard, we
would be compelled to list the following as essertial
attributes of a worthy man. He would be a man of
faith, uncompromising faith, the kind of faith that
would be stable and consistent with all things taught
in the Word of God. A worthy man would also be a
man of great sacrifice whose [ife reflects an unselfish
digpogtion in all things toward God and his fellowman.
Romans the 12th chapter and the first two verses
point out the need for presenting the ultimate of a
man's body as a sacrifice unto God; His body with all
the savice it can produce. A worthy man would be an
uncompromising, unyielding, and unwavering in-
dividual with re%ard to hisgoals and his work.

Lastly, a worthy man would have to be a man who
loved God with all his heart, with all his soul, with all
his spirit, with all his mind and to love the truth above
all else and have a deep burning desire for the
savation of the souls of men who are logt.

In speaking of an infallible book and a worthy man, |
am putting together a combination which has proved
to be the only great power in this world to conquer sin
and the consequence of sin, and to produce as nearly as
possible a world with a reasonable environment to
ﬁroduce happiness, contentment and the profound

ope of a life to come. | pray that each one who reads

this article should strive to be a worthy man or woman
using faithfully the infallible book. Some little boy or
girl, some young man or woman, some babe in Christ
or some weak brother needs you to help him set his
direction toward heaven. Somebody needs your
teaching and perhaps even more your example of
what you teach that they may go to heaven with you.
CONNIE W. ADAMS, A WORTHY MAN

The new editor of Searching The Scriptures, Connie
W. Adams, in my judgment, has proved himsdlf to be a
worthy man of God in the sense in which | have used
it, who faithfully C“sgPS to the infallible book. | must
briefly address myself to the editor in these words:
Connie, my beloved friend and brother in the Lord and
co-worker for the Master, | shall always understand
your problems, heartaches, and difficulties in editing
and publishing Searching The Scriptures. | shall also
share your jcéy_s and the refreshing peace of mind that
comes from doi né; for others and glorifying God. | pray
to my Father and your Father that He will be as good
to you as He has been to me, and that will be enough. |
pray that your days may be long and that your health
may be good so that you may accomplish your desire
to save the log, to strengthen the saved, and to glorify
God with the assistance of all your contributors to this
paper. | shall always stand ready to be of help in any
way | can. When the last word has been written and
both our pens lie still upon the tablet and eternity has
claimed us both, nothing will be important but that we
will have =0 lived and labored that we may hear the
sweet words of the Master, "Well done thou good and
faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord."

Fnally, my brethren, let me encourage you to keep
your face toward the prize of the high calling of God in
Chrigt Jesus and let nothing turn you to the right or to
the left; labor to the end with the righteous zeal that
you had in the very beginning.

Be a wathy man with the infallible book. Think on
these things.

Willis-Inman Debate

september 19- 23, 1946

Parkersburg, W. Va

Cecil Willis and Chifton Inman discussed IWwo propositions
‘“Regolved that il & on harmony with New Testament 1esching for
ang ar morg congregations fo send monay from their freasuries to
anather congregation (Highland Avenug in Abilena or any other ),
for the purpase &f supparting & Aationwide radio bBroadcail or
telecast (Herald of Truth or other) . which Broadcast or felecast is
supervised by the congregation receiving the funds.™

‘Resolved that it s in harmeny with Mew Testament leaching for
4 congregation, or congregations, 1o take mongy from Their
freasuries and send il o a corporate home (such as Mid-western
Potter, Schults-Lewis, Mauvde Carpenter, Lubbock, efc., ), which is
organized for the purpose of providing a hamae for orphangd or
forsaken children.™

Beautifully bound in marcon cloth

Price; 54.00

RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CENTER
P.O. Box 13144
Lowvisville, Ky. 40213
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ARROWS of
TRUTH for

denominational
error

Ward Hogland

Post Office Box 168
Greenvllle, Taxas 75402

"WRESTING THE SCRIPTURES-NO. 3."

| pointed out in the firg article of this seriesthat the
word "wrest" as used by Peter (2 Pet. 3:16) means to
twist or turn. It conveys the idea of taking scriptures
out of their context and making a false application.
Our study for this month is based on James 5:14-15.
James says, "Is any sick among you? Let him call for
the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall
be forgiven him!"

This good text has been wrested by many false
teachers. First we have a group who believes that
miracles have been ﬁerpe_tuated to this age. They
claim to duplicate the miracles of Jesus and the
apodles. They are quick to inform us that Jesusis on
their side. From this text they claim miraculous
power, because we still have elders. They tell usif we
give up one we must give up the other.

Before we %%l_mo a sudy of the text itsdf, | want to
affirm that | believe physical sickness is under con-
sideration in the text. Some brethren, in order to
answer this quibble, have advocated that only
"gpiritual sickness' is under consideration. | do admit
that "spiritual sickness' as a secondary matter is
discussed in the text. James says, "|s any sick among
you? Let him call for the elders of the church." The
text says they were to pray over him and the prayer of
faith would save the sick, and he would be raised up.
Then after this the text says, "And if he have com-
mitted sins, they shall be for%lven him." It could not be
denied that this portion of the text refersto "spiritual
sickness'. However, the text makes it clear by the
word "if that this type of sickness may not exist, and
thus "spiritual sickness' is a secondary matter. If the
first sickness meant only spiritual sickness then the
expression "if they have" would make no sense.

~James indicates that he may or may not be guilty of
sinning. The conclusion must be that the first part of
the text refers to physical sickness and the latter part
to %I_tual sickness. _

| believe the text teaches miracles were performed.
It is sometimes argued that the Lord did not heal
saved people. However, a brief study of the Bible will

rove this to be false. In Matthew nine, the Lord

ed a man with palsy after he had forgiven his sins.
Another example of this was Darcas in Actsnine. It is

true that miracles were performed to make believers
but not always for the benefit of the one on whom it
was performed. People who observed the miracle
could also be made believers as aresult of this power.
Some may ask, "Why call for the elders of the
church?' Could not any faithful member pray and do
the same for the sick? This could possibly be so, but
one must keep in mind that the apostle had to "lay
hands' on certain members of the church to impart the
ift of healing as well as other gifts. In Acts eight, we
ve the case of the Samaritans who had been bap-
tized in the name of the Lord but had not received the
Holy Spirit. We observe in verse seventeen that the
apodtles laid hands on them and imparted the Holy
Spirit. It is but natural that the elders would be among
the first to receive these spiritual gifts. James makes
it clear that the elders had the miraculous power to
raise the sick. Other verses teach us where and how
they received it. Sometimes when the "fake" healer
fails he claims the person did not have enough faith.
Notice James says, " The prayer of faith shall save the
sick! He did not say the " Prayer for the faithful."
But someone says, "What about the anointing with
oil?" Does this not show that the elders acted as
"doctors’ using medication and thus diminating any
sort of a miracle? It istrue that in biblical times oil was
sometimes used medicinally. However, it was aso
used symbolically. For example, it was used in the
coronation of prophets, priests and kings (See 1 Sam.
10:1,9). Even though oil may have therapeutic value, it
seens that if this been the case the Bible would
say "Cdl your doctor" rather than " call for the elders.”
The word sick in our text comes from "Asthence"
which literally means to be weak or without strength.
Thus, physical sickness is definitely under con-
sideration. We should not be reluctant to admit
miracles could be performed in Bible times but we
should stand firly against the modern "faker" who
claims they have been perpetuated to this age.

The Six Velume
| Adam Clarke's Commentary

Mow in a New One Volume Edition
Ralph Earle, Th.D.
carefully obridged this
scholarly six volume
commaentary by Adam
Clorke into a single
volume of 1350 pages.
This hes been a stand-
ard work for over a
century.

Now this widely ac-
cepted commentary on
the whole Bible can be
obtained in this single
valume at a price all can
aftord
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Only $11.95
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Galatians 1:6

James P Miller

213 E, 12th 5%,
Bowling Grean, Ky. 42101

THE CHICKENSHAVE COME HOME

In the debates | had with G. K. Wallace and Guy N.
Woods, when the charge was mede that the Herald of
Truth was parallel with the Missionary Society, they
replied that this could not be true because the
Missionary Society was under a board and the Herald
of Truth was under the elders of the Highland church.
This carried the poorly taught and they went out
saying the Herald of Truth could not be like the
Missionary Society because it was under an eldership.

In his paper, CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, Ira
Y. Rice, Jr. in the July issue, gives a lengthy account
of the dismissd of E. R. Harper from the Herald of
Truth and a long letter reprinted to that effect, signed
not by the Highland elders but by some committee for
TV and Radio. THE CHICKENS HAVE COME
HOME TO ROOST. The Herald of Truth is not under
the elders a Highland but under a committee or board
separate from the elders and not a bit different from
the board that governs the society. _

It istime for the liberal brethren to admit they were
wrong and withdraw from the Herald of Truth
completely. If they are honest and were honest at the
timethey said they could not be likened to each other,
for one, the society was under a board, and the Herald
of Truth was under the elders of Highland. They can
find out for themselves now that this is not true. | do
not expect them to take my word for the facts. They
can write to brother W. F. Cawyer who for years was
the spokesman for the radio program. He will tell all
who write that the elders aid not sign the letters that
led to Harper's dismissal and that the ﬁrogram IS now
under some committee and not under the elders. E. R.
Harper now has plenty of time and he will tell them
the same thing.

When the Herald of Truth was created it was
pointed out that a monster was brought into being
that was too big for any one congregation. That was
what was wrong and why it was opposed. It cen-
tralized millions of dollars in the hands of one set of
men and made one church responsible for work never
intended by God. Once started it could not be stopPed
for it had everything necessary to carry on its own life.
It had its own organization, its own production people,
its own money, its own product, its own mailin
permit, etc. We urged at the time that the Highlan
elders could not even stop the program if they desired.
Ig would only move somewhere else and continue to do

usiness.

E. R. Harper got what was coming to him. He
started the Herald of Truth connected with great
misgivings. He knew better and the dismissal in his
old age is another example of how the young men are
taking the liberal brotherhood. It was men like Harper
who made this possible. Harper talked to men about
this very thing and now the chickens come home to
roost.

What about it brethren? Are you ill willing to
make donations to the Herald of Truth now that you
know it is not under the elders of Highland? Are you
honest enough to say "we were wrong" and the
program has dl the characteristics of the Missionary
Society?

It is not too late to save the church but late enough
to tell where these things lead. Determine the facts for
yoursdf and have a period of new examination. Forget
the bitterness and what might have been present at
the time of division and %g{ on the road to heaven by
asking for "old paths." Whet difference does it make if
some of us say, "l told you so?" Can this compare with
going to heaven?

THECHICKENSHAVECOM EHOM ETO ROOST
and the Missionary Society and the Herald of Truth
are directly parallel in every respect. No longer can
any honest man oppose one and defend the other.

ANSWERS

for our hope

Send Bible guestions to

Marzhall £. Patton
B0¢é Muriel Dr., 5.E
Huntsville, Ala. 35802

t

QUESTION: Within our tiny congregation we all
agree that if we find another Christian in dire need
(such as of food, clothes, etc.), then we are obligated to
help him even if he is in error (such as supportin
indtitutionalism). We disagree over whether we coul
use money from the church treasury to help this type
of person. Could you help us with this question?—S.G.

ANSWER: The obligation of a church in he_Ipiné; a
Chrigtian in dire need should be discharged with due
respect for congregational lines—independence and
autonomy. Our querist does not say whether or not
the Christian to be helped is a member of the
congregation from whosetreasury he is to be helped.
If s, then that congregation has a twofold obligation,
namely, physical and spiritual. Physically, to suEpIy
food, etc. Spiritually, to teach him concerning truth. In
accomplishing the latter, patience, meekness, for-
bearance, and love (Eph. 4:1-3; Gal. 6:1,2) should be
shown. If the Chrigtian being helped shows himsdf to
be obdinate, factious, and, therefore, unworthy of
fellowship (Rom. 2:8; 2 Cor. 12:20; Titus3:10 A.SV.),
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such help should be withdrawn and such treatment
administered as the Scriptures demand.

If, however, the Christian found, who is in need,
should be a member of another congregation, the
matter should be pointed out to that church that it
mIth discharge its duty to its own. Remember, the
help for the "brethren in Judaea’ was sert to the
"eloers’ (Acts 11:29,3_0?._ Each eldership or church was
then in position to fulfill its obligation to its own.
~ If through negligence or ignorance, this Christian
in need should not be a member of any congregation,
then a threefold duty falls upon whomever the op-
portunity presents itself: 1) to teach him the truth
about membership in a local church, 2) to teach him
the truth concerning other errors of which he may be
guilty, and 3) help him in a material way. | would
suggest helping him materé\ar!(ljy while the teaching
ﬁ_roc&ss IS going on, unless until he should prove

imself unworthy as pointed out above.

TR A RO T s
WORSHIP IN
SPIRIT AND
IN TRUTH

J. §. ©Neal
P. 0. Box &0&
Murfreesbora, Tenn, 37130

THE INSTRUMENT ISNOT A DEAD ISSUE

One of the mistakes that Christians can make is to
think that the question of instrumental music in the
worship of the New Testament Church is adead issue.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. It is &s live an
issue as "Watergate" is at this writing.

In the Broadway (Texas) Bulletin, June 6, 1965,
page 2, a letter from James Deforest M urch, ad-
dressed to the then minister of the Broadway Church
and now President of Pepperdine, William S
Banowsky, is printed in which Murch comments on his
book, The Mirror Of A Movement. Murch says, "As |
read your book | was impressed that there is very
little that divides us in our commitments and in our
B:actlces One of these days there is going to be a

eak between our "liberals" and our "conservatives'
which will be open schism (as the world views these
things) and many of us envision a da% when there will
be closer fellowship with men like yourself and
churches like Lubbock." A "closer fellowship' between
the Christian Church with the instrument and the
Broadway Church is a cause for alarm.

In a letter dated March 30, 1965, Reggie Thomas,
preacher for the East Point, Ga. Christian Church,
said ofWa%/ne Poucher, "he is nat as radical as many of
the Church of Christ preachers are; he is willing to
recognize members of the Christian Church as
Chrigtians; he doesn't consign us to hell for using the
musical instrument, as do many of the Church of

Chrigt brethren. Because Brother Poucher is willing to
consider the music question a matter of opinion, he
does speak in a lot of Christian Churches." _

The M ay 1967, issue of the Reporter of Direct Mail
Evangelism, published by the Brown Trail Church at
Hurst, Texas, contained a letter written by Don
DeWelt, a member of the Christian Church which uses
the instrument. In this letter he said, " The brothers a
Hurst, Texas are of the group who do not use the
instrument in accompaniment with their singing. We
are in full agreement that neither of our convictions
will be violated in this effort to reach the lost world."
Here members of the Church of Christ and members of
the Christian Church are also pictured in the meeting
in which the above agreement was made. Amon
those pictured is Roy Deaver the minister and one 0
the elders of the Brown Trail Church. After this
arrangement was given aI|oubI|C|ty, the Brown Trall
Church called off the deal, but the fact remains that at
least at the time of the original agreement, there was
enough of a compromise seen that the Christian
Church could be assured that the Church of Christ
would not say anything on the question of in-
strumental music strong enough that their "con-
victions will be violated.”

Go back and read the first article in this series in
which W. Carl Ketcherside says a meeting of minds
has been reached by those in the Church of Chrigt and
the Christian Church and that those in the Church of
Christ will tone down their opposition to instrumental
music. How long has it been since you have heard a
semon on the Herald of Truth on the Sn of In-
strumental Music in Worship? Read Ketcherside's
statement and know wh%/_. o _

We stand r to affirm that singing is what is
authorized and that the instrument Is unscriptural,
therefore, sinful. (2 Jno. 9-11)
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truth while there in the Philippines. Brother Granke
took the initiative in receiving and distributing funds
and clothing for the brethren in the Philippines who
were so hard hit by the typhoon last year in Luzon,
and the great drought in Mindanao which was just
broken when we were there. Brother Heard also
helped in this work. Brethren in America are to be
commended for sending tons of clothing and thousands
of dollars for relief of the brethren there. Liberal
brethren would be hard pressed to call anyone "anti" if
they could have seen the amount sent there to
brethren whom they had never seen personally. The
need was sdisfied in Luzon and some of that money
and clothing was sent to Mindanao to help those
brethren.

Brother Butler and | remained in Baghuio on Sunday
of that week while Brother Little preached in Angeles
City where Clark Air Force Base is located. We were
sorry to leave the cool climate of that mountain resort
city but this we did on Monday heading back to Manila
for an overnight stay before leaving again for other
places. Besides Juan Gawe, mentioned earlier, his son,
Andrew also preaches in Baguio. They have since
combined the congregations and have rented a fine
place of worship in the center of town where they will
all worship together. Andrew is a very capable,
educated man, supported by Floral Heights church in
Wichita Falls, Texas and is a great help to the young
preachers in that area. He speaks three native dialects
plus English and is a very capable man. He has had a
short training class for preachers and others since we
left, helping them understand the institutional
problems. Two preachers and a student from the
Philippine Bible Cplletge, run by our liberal brethren,
took their stand with faithful brethren while we were
there. These and other brethren are doing a com-
mendable work in helping many to understand the
truth regarding the institutional issues. The four
American brethren connected with the school were
daily challenged to defend the school from the
scriptures by Brother Little while we were there, but
we saw nothing of them. They are "hurting" because
so many of their students and preachers are leaving
their ranks. There is a very small group of native
brethren worshiping with the liberal church there in
Baguio (plus the boys who are in school) while there
are some 50 meeting with the conservative brethren.

My second week there was spent separated from
the other Americans as they went to the island of
Mindoro while | visited three churches on the eastern
sde of Luzon idand. | first visited the "coconut pro-
vince" of Quezon preaching one night at Dipaculao
where Eusebio Ballio preaches. Brother Ballio is
supported by churches in Portsmouth, Ohio and
Brownsburg, Indiana. A very hard, dusty bus ride
took three Hlipinos and me to this eastern city where
we arrived in time for aroast pig supper, a symbol of a
special occasion. | preached to a packed house in one of
two meeting houses huilt for the purpose that | saw.
The next daga\gve arose a four o'clock for Cabanatuan,
the " bread-basket" of the Philippines, thusly named

for the great amount of rice and grain grown there.
Samuel Ordinario is the young preacher there sup-
ported by the church in Woodbury, Tennessee. Eight
were baptized during our two-day stay there. Then we
visited one day in Guimba where David Gamit
preaches and it was there that 19 responded to the
invitation, including eight from the Christian church.
That afternoon we made our way by Jeepney to
Angeles City to join with Frank and Wally for a one-
day lectureship in the city by Clark Air Force Base.
Castorio Gamit is the faithful preacher there and is
doing a fine work. Brother Gamit traveled with me
while in the Philippines and is one of the finest men |
know. | staﬁ_ed over in Angeles City to preach Sunday
morning while Brother Butler and Brother Little went
to the M anila area. In the afternoon Brother Gamit
and | went to Murphy congregation also in the M anila
area, and for the evening service all three of us
preached at Dian, M akati where Carlos R. Azcarraga
preaches. This is the church which was originally a
Chrigtian Church until two years ago when J. T. Smith
and Connie Adams visited them, and were successful
in teaching them the truth, and the entire church was
converted.

Our last week was spent in Olongapo and on the
Island of Mindanao. We had a one-day stand in
Olongapo where Cubic Navy Base is located and where
Brother and Sister Pat Heard now worship. Carlos
Valenzuela is the native preacher there. On Hiday we
flew to Mindanao where Brother Romulo Agduma had
arranged for a lectureship in Davao. Because of
transportation problems we were not able to keep our
appointment at Roxas in the Visayas and because of
the political unrest in Mindanao we had only one
meeting there. There were about 50 preachers in
attendance at Davao, and it was there that | finally,
after 16 years, was able to meet Romulo B. Agduma
face to face. On Monday following we flew back to
Manila and on May 3, after a brief stop in Tokyo we
flew back to Los Angeles and home. Fank had

recedeg Wally and me one day on his way
ﬁomewar :

SOME FINAL OBSERVATIONS

As in any place there are a few unworthy preachers.
So it isin the Philippines, but probably no more than
in America. Some have been dishonest about the
amount of support received, and some immoral in
other ways. Brethren should double-check, but | do
not mean to imply there are many of such men. There
are few. Mogt are fine, capable men. | see no need for
Americans to go to the Philippines on a permanent
basis, for there are very capable men who can do the
job there. They can do more for their country and the
church than we can. For this same reason | could not
encourage men to move there permanently. Andrew
Gawe, Romulo Agduma and Vic Tibayan are ver
capable. Billy Hayuhay and Noli Villamor along witl
Castorio Gamit who traveled with me are very capable
men. | truly learned to love and appreciate them.
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", « « They rehearsed all that God had done with them . .." —Acts 14:27

VESTAL CHAFFIN, 217 S. First Ave., Paden City,
W. Va. 26159. Two men were baptized here recently,
one about 60, the other in his late sixties. Also two
were restored, one of whom was withdrawn from by
the church here several years ago. We have a gospel
meeting scheduled here Sept. 17-26 with Harry Rice
preaching. | am to be with the church at Cameron,
Ohio Oct. 1-7 and with the Homeworth Road church in
Alliance, Ohio Nov. 5-11 in gospel meetings. When you
are in this section of the Ohio Valley, stop and visit
with us.

DWIGHT C. EDWARDS, 403 College S., Waycross,
Ga. 31501. A new congregation began meeting in
Blackshear, Ga. on Sunday, August 5, 1973. Twenty-
three were present for the first service. Blackshear is
in Pierce County, about nine miles from Waycross.
This is the only congregation in that county. | un-
derstand there are yet 51 counties in Georgia without
the Lord's church (sound or otherwise). Lord, forgive
our negligence!

EFRAIN G. PEREZ, Casilla 3052, Correo Central,
Santiago, Chile. In August two were baptized at De
Julio congregation, a woman and a man. Though we
are well, our country has big trouble. About 80% of
the workers in Chile are on strike. Inflation is up
400% in the last six months. We are waiting on God.
Please pray for us.

THOMAS N. THRASHER, P.O. Box 1941, Decatur,
Alabama 35601. A public debate is scheduled Nov. 8-9,
15-16 with nightly sessions at 7:30. This will be held in

Finally, there are a number of fine men under fire
from liberal brethren in the Philippines who operate
Philippine Bible College. Liberal churches continue to
lose members, and this hurts those liberal brethren.
So | strongly urge churches to seek out a worthy man
and help him. Native brethren are not able to support
their own preachers since poverty is so wide spread.
The dependable brethren there are cautious as to
whom they recommend because some have been
dishonest with funds. But any man who has been to
the Philippines can put any church or individual in
contact with a good man. Some can be supported on
$50 per month; others need up to $200 depending on
family and place of living. Cost of living in the cities is
much higher. But | know of no better place to put the
Lord's money for the amount of good done than the
Philippines. So as the Filipino would say MABUHAY
(GREETINGS) to any who would be interested in
doing work in that country.

16324 Lassen Street
Sepulveda, California 91343

the building of the church of Christ, Old M oulton Road,
Decatur. The disputants will be Ronald Sanders of the
Church of God (independent) and Thomas N. Thrasher
of the church of Christ. The discussion will concern the
plan of salvation. Please attend and bring others with
you.

JAMES C. JONES, R.F.D. 1, Chicopee Rd., Gorham,
Maine 04038. August, 1973 marks the beginning of my
fourth year with the church here in southern Maine.
During the past three years, two have been baptized.
There are presently 9 members of this congregation.
The church here mails out a monthly paper dealing in
first principles to 500 families in the area. Shortly, we
commence a Bible correspondence course. The church
owns a building lot and plans to build when possible. |
am losing $100 per month in support starting January
1, 1974 and will be glad to supply particulars and
references to either churches or individuals interested
in helping. All support is on the basis of Phil. 4:15. We
will appreciate receiving notification of those moving
into our area. See our ad in this paper for directions to
the meeting place.

MIKE DUBOSE, Rt. 2, Kingston Springs, Tenn.
37082. Bobby Witherington just concluded a series of
gospel meetings at the Shacklett church of Christ.
Four were baptized and six confessed wrongs. That
makes five baptized and seven restored here this year.
We invite you to worship with us when in our area.
The building is located on Hwy. 70 West, about twenty
miles west of Nashville.

MARSHALL E. PATTON, 930 Weatherly Road,
Huntsville, Alabama 35803. My recent meeting at
Inglenook in Birmingham resulted in 10 baptisms and
1 restoration.

FRANKLIN L. SANDS, Rt. 1, Box 431, Winchester,
Va. 22601. My wife and | have moved to Winchester,
Va. from Mio, Michigan where | labored six and a half
years with the church. In Winchester we found a small
group of sincere Christians, humbly engaged in living
the Christian life and serving the Lord to the best of
their ability. The fact that they had existed and
developed normally for five years without the aid of a
regular preacher speaks well for their sincerity,
ability and determination. Since arriving in January,
15 have been baptized into Christ. All are being taught
to "hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast
heard of me (Paul), in faith and love which isin Christ
Jesus." We solicit your prayers.

RALPH JOINER, P.O. Box 387, Clermont, Fla. 32711.
Having resigned the work with the church in Cler-
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mont, Ha., | am free to locate with any sound church
in need of a preacher. While | would prefer a sdf-
supporting church overseen by good bishops, | would
certainly consider small churches where a great need
exists. Interested churches may contact me at the
above address. References gladly furnished on
request.

J. D. WALKER, 2245 East Belmont Ave., Fresno,
Califomia 93701. Otis Moyer has moved to Napa,
_CalFifomia to work and | have followed himin the work
in Fresno.

BENCHESAVAILABLE

ELDERS, Maddill Ave. church, 5008 S Macdill Ave.,,
Tampa, Ha. 33611 (Phone 837-2384). In October or
November of this year, this congregation will have
available 28 benches, 13 feet long, of good solid pine
congtruction (no knots), approximately 20 years old.
We will sell, or give away depending on the cir-
cumstances of those interested. Contact the elders as
above.

PREACHERSNEEDED

The Southside church of Christ in Myrtle Beach,
South Cardlina, isin need of a man to work full-time in
this area. If anyone would like to work for the Lord in
a state with few sound churches, please contact us.
The address is 1500 Hwy. 15, Myrtle Beach, S.C.
29577, or you may call me, Bart Campbell, at 448-5881
(area code 803).

The church in Butler, Alabama has been without a
full-time preacher for over two years. We are small in
number (about 20 members) but we have a com-
fortable meeting house which is debt free. Our weekly
contribution averages about $150. We are presently
helping to support two gospel preachers, one in
Mississippi and one in Arizona. If interested please
write or call collect: R. B. Deavours, P.O. Box 234,
Butler, Ala. phone 459-2418 or C. Q. Smith, P.O. Box
561, Butler, Ala. Phone 459-2122.

PERSECUTION-Christians are having to meet
secretly in Nepal. If police discover them assembled,
they are subject to imprisonment. In Afghanistan a
congregation is meeting illegally. It is against the law
there to be a Christian subject to the death penalty. In
Malaysia the church in Penany has been denied
permission to hold public services. (From Chrigtian
Chronicle, May 22, 1972). In June of this year the
"Uganda Church of Chrit" has been banned and
branded "dangerous to peace and order." While
regularlty thanking God for our freedom, don't forget
to pray for those who do not have it.

PLEASE SEND your news reports to the editor
at P.0. BOX 68, BROOKS, KY. 40104, Put them
in brief pamagraphs with your name and address
at the beginning. Others are interested in what is
happening where you work.

WORD
STUDIES

in the Creek
New Testament
E_: -.'LI_ {_;"'_]f]ﬁ"‘;l

Route & Box 420

Tampa, Florida 33510

authenteo: "usurp authority” The Greek verb
authenteo, which occursonly in | Tim. 2:12, isone of
the s0 called hapax legomena of the New T estament.
Thayer describes the verb as "Biblical and
ecclesiastical”; however, cognates of the verb occur in
contemporary papyri, (see Vocabulary of the Greek
Testament, Moulton and Milligan).

CLASSICAL FORMS AND MEANINGS

Authenteo appears to be derived from autos, "sdf,"
etc., and hanuo, "perform,” "accomplish.”

Cognate verb forms of authenteo are used with the
following meanings: "to have full power or authority
over," "commit a murder,” "take in hand."

A noun form of the term means "perpetrator,”
"author,” "doer," "magter." Ancther noun form of the
term means "absolute sway," "authority." Still
another noun form means "principal."

There is an adjective form of the term that means
"warranted," "authentic,” "authoritative."

INITTIM. 2:12

The basic meaning of authenteo in | Tim. 2:12 sees
to be "rule,” "govern,” "have dominion over";
however, inherent in the term is the idea of a self-
appointed or sdf-styled ruler, ("autocrat"). This latter
point probably explains the KJV rendering
"usurp. . .."

"OVER A MAN"

The rendering "over a man" is from the genitive
andros, "of a man." It is quite common for a verb of
ruling to take a genitive object instead of the usual
accusative object. We could translate authentein
(infinitive form) andros, "rule a man," "dominate a
"MAN" AS"HUSBAND"

There are no Greek words for " husband" and "wife,"
as opposad to the simple words "man,” and "woman."
Therefore, the context must determine when
"woman" should be "wife," and when "man" should be
"husband” |

It is quite possible that "man" in| Tim. 2:12 should
be undergtood as "husband." In fact, some reputable
grammarians and commentators use "husband" in-
stead of "man" in the passage.

In any event, there is an interesting similarity
between | Tim. 2:11, 12 and | Cor. 14:34, 35. In the
latter verses most translations understand "men"
(Greek andres) to be "husbands.”






